
On verbs, subject prefixation is obligatory with human subjects, except with (mi)nton 'child' and

mamir 'person', unless gender is stressed. The word order in verbal clauses is SVO. A verbaliser bi- can

be used to change loans or words from other word classes into a verb: bi-tutup VB-close 'close', bi-sik

'VB-be.unable' from sik 'not.possible'. In sequences, verbs are obligatorily inflected, as in (3):
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^ote that in a number of cases classifiers are required in combination with numerals.



(3) De-jap de-frur de-tar bain.

3PL-live 3PL-make 3PL-possess garden

They live and work in their garden.

Verbs are not inflected for the marking of Tense-Mood-Aspect. A general question-marking particle -e

indicates the interrogative (4) in clauses without question word; the imperative mood is expressed by the

second person, sometimes followed by the clause-final demonstrative ka (5); the prohibitive is expressed

by /an 'not' (6).

(4) An-un si jan-e?

2SG-go to house-QM

Are you going home?

Nen-dokwa njep na nen-kapet! Jan! An-dokwa



In this brief survey of Mpur morphology only a few vords can be said about the deictic system, which

requires extensive research since it is not very well uncerstood yet. Spatial deictics are expressed by the

basic demonstratives ki 'here/this', ka 'there/that' and nek 'over there'. The demonstratives occur vrith

the prefix morpheme n- , probably '3SF' and, if used attibutively, with relative pronoun ma and n- '3SF'

as shown in the following examples:

(10) Aka dwaw det bain ma-n-h.

and.then pig eat garden REL-3SF-this

And then the pig will eat up this garden.

(11) A-mim bapu ma Amtur a-ni-mek.

3SM-arrive far.away at Amtur 3SM-come-there

He arrived far away at (the river) Amtur there.

The anaphoric ta and focus/topic marking tjj indicate textual deictics. They are shovra in examples

(12,13):

(12) A-wot ka
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