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of the confusion resulting from the swift changes in China and Korea,
a number of urgent questions concerning foreign missions and overseas
interchurch service inevitably press into the mind of the Church in America.
Typical are these: Has the work of more than a century of missions in Asia
been cancelled out by the vast sweep of new forces and forms of government?
Has missionary personnel been withdrawn? Is the Christian Church in Asia
disintegrating under the weight of the new power being exerted there?

There are reassuring answers

to these questions.

CHINA; Nearly 100 Presbyterian missionaries have found it possible to
stay on in service with the Christians of China and from them comes word that
the Church in that land is being refined and strengthened by present experiences. A recent letter says: ‘‘One sees the Church stirred to its depths, questioning, seeking, re-affirming, girding itself as in days of old. In the midst of
the iconoclasm of the new day, Jesus Christ stands clearer, more challenging
than ever before.”
While in the refining process some have turned away, others including
people, despite special pressures upon them, are courageously
searching for the deeper truths as revealed in Christ and are willingly identifying themselves with the Church. Earnest Christians and seekers continue to
meet for communion with God and fellowship with one another in regular worship services and other public meetings. In many instances these meetings are
attended by large numbers. In one community, typical of many others, a faithful
pastor and his congregation meet early each morning for prayer. The evidence
is very strong that the Christians in China can be relied upon to keep shining
the light of the Christian Gospel that has been kindled there and to maintain
the witness of the Church.

many young

The Presbyterian Church is endeavoring to secure re-entry permits into
China for its missionaries who are on furlough. While waiting for the opening,
some have accepted assignments to areas of need and opportunity in the
Philippines, Thailand, India, Syria and Lebanon, Latin America and Europe.
Others are being given specialized training along new lines here at home.

KOREA: On the 25th of June when the forces from the North swarmed
across the dividing line into the Republic of Korea, the members of our mission
there were meeting 74 strong (men, women and children) at Taechon Beach,
100 miles south of Seoul.
courier from the capital city brought the message
which started them toward the Pusan evacuation point by truck and train.

A

Though authorities strongly advised that the emergency required all to leave
for Japan, after consultation and upon the decision of the executive committee,
six of the men remained. Night and day these missionaries who stayed have
served in a courageous and sacrificial partnership with the Church in warscarred Korea. These men have been engaged in work with refugees, in a ministry of assistance to hundreds of pastors and their homeless families, and in
many other ways have upheld morale by their presence and their witness to the
love and mercy of the Lord whom they serve. One of the missionaries has given
expression to the spirit of the entire group in these words; “Today’s Bible reading led to the twenty-third Psalm, and the expression struck me, Tor Thou art
with me’, which corresponds to the promise in the Great Commission, ‘and lo,
I am with you always even unto the end of the world’. It is a wonderful promise
!”
in which the valley of the shadow of death has no fear
Transported by ship to Japan, the rest of the mission group have gladly
accepted assignments to work alongside members and pastors of the Church of
Christ in Japan and the Korean Church in Japan. The younger missionaries
have been formed into a language school where they are studying Korean. The
entire group is thus constructively engaged and are prepared for the opportunity to return to their posts of duty as the doors may be re-opened. Meanwhile, in the confident expectation that this will soon take place, the slender
group in Korea has asked officially for new missionaries to be appointed at
once.

Asia and Beyond: As of October 1, 1950, the Presbyterian Church in the
U.S.A. has in active service overseas or on furlough, more than 1100 men and
women. This number is below the minimum which the Church seeks to maintain at all times. There is therefore a call for workers in lands which have not
been directly involved in the present crisis and the Board is planning to
respond with additional personnel as soon as volunteers can be commissioned.
It is true that no one knows how changing circumstances will affect the location
of the missionary force, but we know that this cause is world-wide and to maintain it at full strength was never more urgent than at this hour.
Believing that the normal work and program of the Christian mission is
relevant to every new crisis because it arises out of the Everlasting Gospel
which survives all crisis, the Board of Foreign Missions is releasing simultaneously with this statement a message of encouragement to the missionaries,
fraternal workers and their Christian colleagues in every area where Presbyterians have responsibility. Furthermore, the Board is commissioning a number
of specially qualified persons to visit fields where emergency conditions prevail
to engage with national Christian leaders in conference and study, in preparation for further developments. Other timely and energetic measures are being
taken by the Board of Foreign Missions to insure that we shall stand adequately
by the missions and churches throughout the world in all circumstances and
particularly in preparation for possible emergencies.
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TO THE KOREA MISSION

Dear Friends:
This letter is to report the actions which have been taken by the Board
during the past year. They have been reported to your Field Secretary, and many of
them have been reported to you individually, but they are put in this permanent form
for the information and use of all the members of the Mission,

Record also should be made in this Mission Letter of the evacuation of the
majority of the Korea missionaries to Japan, When hostilities began, all the meirfbers
of the Korea Mission, with the exception of Mr, John F, Genso, were attending the
Annual Mission meeting at Taechon Beach, After thirty hours of almost continuous
travel by truck and jeep, they reached Thegu and, after a brief rest, entrained to
Pusan, During the trip, six of the men decided to remain in Korea;
Rev. Edward Adams
Rev, Archibald Campbell
Rev, Francis Kinsler

Rev. Harry J, Hill
Rev, John T, Underwood
Mr. Horace Grant Underwood

On June 28, 1950 the following members of the Korea Mission were evacuated
to Fukuoka, Japan:

Mrs, Edward Adams
Rev, and Mrs, George. J, Adams,
h children
Mr. and Mrs. Nathaniel Bercovitz, Jr,
Miss Anna L, Bergman
Miss Gerda 0, Bergman
Dr, and Mrs. John D. Bigger
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd H, Blaine,
1 child
Mrs. Archibald Campbell
Miss Katherine E. Clark
Rev, and Mrs, John Y. Crothers
Miss Minnie C, Davie
Rev. and Mrs, E. Otto DeCamp,
U children
Miss Jean Delmarter
Mrs. John F, Genso
Miss Marion E, Hartness
Mrs, Lloyd P. Henderson
Mrs. Harry J. Hill

Miss Olga C. Johnson
Mrs, Francis Kinsler,
3 children
Rev. and Mrs. William B. Lyon
Mr, and Mrs, Dexter N. Lutz
Mrs, Frederick S. Miller
Dr. and Mrs, Howard F, Moffett,
2 children
Mr, James M. Phillips
Mr, Raymond Clair Provost, Jr.
Miss Lilian Ross
Rev. and Mrs, Robert F, Rice,
2 children
Miss Marion A, Shaw
Mrs. Horace Grant Underwood,
1 child
Rev, and Mrs, Harold Voelkel,
3 children
Rev, and Mrs, Peter van Lierop,
2 children
Rev. and Mrs. Earle J, Woodberry
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Mr. John T. Genso, who was unable to attend the Annual Mission Meeting
because of illness, remained in Seoul and was evacuated to Japan by plane on June 26th.
He was a guest in the home of Rev, and Mrs. L. Newton Thurber of Kyoto, until Mrs.
Genso arrived and they were transferred to Kobe College, where Mr, Genso passed away
on July 15, 1950.

APPRECIATION BY METHODIST BOARD OF SERVICES OF DR. JOHN COVENTRY SMITH
"A letter was read from the Division of Foreign Missions of the Board of Missions

and Church Extension of The Methodist Church in which Dr. T.T, Brumbaugh,
Associate Secretary, quotes the following action of the Executive Committee of
the Methodist Board in recognition of Dr, John C, Smithes service to Methodist
missionaries in Korea and Japan during the recent evacuation of Korea:
*That the Division of Foreign Mission extend to Dr. John Coventry
Smith, Secretary of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions for
Korea, Japan, the Philippines and Siam, an expression of appreciation for the outstanding service and helpfulness ehown to our missionaries both in Korea in the evacuation at the time of the invasion from the North, and later in his relations with them in Japan.*"
Bd. Min. U/2l/50
F0RI4ATIQN OF KOREA EVACUEE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

"50-890
Noting that the Korea missionaries evacuated to Japan had formed the
Korea Evacuee Advisory Committee, it was VOTE) to recognize the i^commendations
of bhis Committee concerning the activities of missionaries of the Korea Mission
who are in Japan. It was further noted that the Committee consists at present
of;

Rev, John Y, Crothers, Chairman
Rev, E, Otto DeCamp, Secretary
Rev, George J, Adams
Mrs. Frederick S, Miller
Dr. John D, Bigger
Miss Gerda 0. Bergman

It is understood that the recommendations of this Committee concerning assignments for work with the Japanese Church are subject to the approval of the
Council of Cooperation in Japan, and that recommendations for work with
Koreans in Japan are to be made in cooperation with the officers of the Synod
of the Korean Church in Japan,"
Bd. Ac, 8/9/50

PERSONAL LOSSES
”50-977
Note was taken of the personal Tosses of household goods and personal
equipment sustained by Korea mission^ies in connection with the political disturbance in Korea and the removal of families either to another mission field
of East Asia or to the United States, with the necessity of refurnishing a
household. In accordance with Board action 4lt6-8o5, providing compensation
for personal losses after World War II, and Board action #50-li69, providing
similar compensation for the losses of China missionaries since January
1,
19^6, and in order to assist in connection with the financial losses involved
now in Korea, it was VOTED to grant compensation to Korea missionaries who
have sustained such personal losses after June
25, 1950, as follows:

" 3 1,

The Board will grant in full losses of single missionaries to the
amount of $500, and of married couples to $1,000, plus $100 per
child on the field at the time the losses were sustained, up to
a total of $300 for the children in any one family,

2,

Of the balance of losses, the Board will grant $ 0% up to a total
grant by the Board of $1,000 for a single missionary and $2,000
for a married couple, plus $100 per child living on the field, up
to a total of $300 for the children in any one family.

In order to assist missionaries who have been evacuated from Korea and who
must make temporary arrangements before their return to Korea, the Board is
ready to make an advance up to $U00 for a single missionary and $?50 for a
married couple based upon an inventorj’’ of estimated losses submitted. As
missionaries return to the field and ascertain the facts as to their personal losses, a full list of actually ascertained losses shall be submitted
to the Korea Executive Committee for review and transmission to the Board
before a grant can be made by the Board covering the full and final adjusted
compensation.

In order to provide for this compensation, it was further VOTED to set aside
from Restoration Funds the sum of $50,000 to cover grants for compensation
for personal losses after June 25, 1950 due to the political disturbance in
Korea," Bd. Ac, 9/19/50

TRAVEL AND RE-OUTFIT ALLOWANCE FOR KOREA MISSIONARIES IN JAPAN
"50-892
In connection with the temporary transfer of Korea missionaries to
Japan due to the emergency situation in Korea, it was VOTED that travel expense to the place of assignment will be assumed by the Board. It is understood that a re-outfit allowance amounting to half the regular outfit aU.owance as provided in the Manual will be granted to each of the transferred
missionaries. Any work funds needed for the field service of the missionaries
temporarily transferred shall be cleared with the Executive Committee of the
Bd. Ac, 8/9/50
Korea Mission thrcxigh direct correspondence,"

SALARY FOR KOREA MISSIONARIES IN JAPAN
"50-891
At the request of the Korea Evacuee Advisory Committee, it was VOTED
to approve, effective August 1, 1950, for the Korea missionaries continuing in
Japan, a salary equivalent to that of the Presbyterian missionaries connected
with the United Church of Christ in Japan, namely $150. per person per month,"
Bd. Ac. 8/9/50

APPOINTMENT OF MISSION TREASURER
Mr, Flo.yd

H;,

Blaine, Jr,

"50-888
At the request of the Executive Committee of the Korea Mission, it was
VOTED to appoint Mr, Floyd H, Blaine, Jr, treasurer of the Korea Mission,"
Bd. Ac. 8 / 9/50
Rev. Edward Adams

At the request of the Executive Committee of the Korea Mission, it
"50-889
was VOTED to appoint Rev, Edward Adams as acting treasurer of the Korea Mission
Bd, Ac, 8/9/50
in Korea,"

. u Mr, James M, Phillips

”51-275
The Board VOTED to appoint Mr, James M. Phillips as Acting Treasurer
of the Korea Mission in Korea, to replace the appointment, under Board action
|>50-889, of the Rev, Edward Adams,” Bd, Ac. 3/13/51

Miss Marion A. Shaw

Upon the recommendation of the Korea Evacuee Advisory Committee, the
”5l-106
Board VOTED to appoint Miss Marion A, Sahw the treasurer of the Korea Mission
from February lU, 1951.” Bd, Ac, 2/2/51
Power of Attorney to Mr, James M, Phillips

The Acting Treasurer of Korea, Mr, James M. Phillips, has requested
”51-353
that a checking account be opened in New York, for the payment of bills in the
United States, as checks drawn on the Bank of Korea were refused for collection by an American bank.
'

In order to be in a position to open a checking account in the Com Ebcchange
Bank Trust Company in the name of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U,S,A, - Korean Presbyterian Mission Account, the Committee adopted the following resolution:

RESOLVED : That funds of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian
Church in the U,S,A, - Korean Presbyterian Mission Account be deposited in
the Com Exchange Bank Trust Company, Fifth Avenue and 20th Street, New York
to be withdrawn by check, draft, note or acceptance of the corporation, signed
by D,M, Pattison, Treasurer, Annie Mary Allen, Assistant Treasurer, Edward
Adams, Field Secretary and James M, Philipps, Acting Mission Treasurer, who are
hereby authorized to make, negotiate, endorse and assign in the corporate name
all checks, drafts, notes, acceptances and other negotiable paper, and also all
other papers or documents whether in negotiable form or not including letters
of credit, warehouse receipts and trust receipts, also to pledge as collateral
for loans any securities belonging to the corporation; and all checks, drafts,
notes, acceptances and other paper whether in negotiable form or not including
letters of credit and warehouse receipts and trust receipts so signed shall be
paid by said trust company, and charged to the corporation's account, whether
payable to the individual order of said officer or officers so signing, or
otherwise hereby ratifying and approving all that said trust company may do
or cause to be done by virtue thereof.” Bd, Ac. 3/13/51

Power of Attorney to Miss Marion A Shaw
At a regular meeting of the Board held January 31 through February
”51-3UU
2, 1951 , the following action was taken:
*Upon recommendation of the Korea Evacuee Advisory Committee, the Board VOTED
to appoint Miss Marion A, Shaw, the Treasurer of the Korea Mission from
February 3-U, 1951.’

In accordance with this action it is necessary to issue a fiscal Power of
Attorney to Marion Alice Shaw, in order that she may carry on her duties as
Treasurer of the Korea Mission.
The Commxttee, therefore, adopted the following resolution:

. 5

RESOLVED ; That Daniel M* Pattison, Treasurer, or Annie Mary Allen, Assistant
Treasurer, be and any one of them hereby is authorized, for and in the name of
the Board, to execute, acknowledge and deliver a special Power of Attorney to
the said Marion Alice Shaw, for the purpose of acting as fiscal agent for the
Board in Korea, and whenever necessary in Japan, or any other geographical or
political area outside of Korea, where there is temporarily located as a group
the majority of the Korea Mission."
Bd, Ac. 3/13/51

LEAVE OF ABSENCES
Dr. and Mrs, Howard F, Moffett

"50-1089

It was VOTED to grant Dr, and Mrs, Howard F. Moffett of the Korea
Mission a leave of absence beginning July 25, 1950, in order that Dr, Moffett
may undertake a special service for the United States Government.
It is understood
Dr.
that
an d Mrs, Moffett are to remain active missionaries of the Board assigned to Korea but without salary or allowances until
further action, except that the Board will continue to carry its share of pension payments and the expenses of language study for Mrs. Moffett,"
Bd. Ac. 10/11/50

Rev, and Mrs. Harold Voelkel

"50-1088
It was VOTED to grant the Rev. and Mrs. Harold Voelkel of the Korea
Mission a leave of absence beginning September 7, 1950, in order that Mr.
Voelkel may undertake a special service for the United States Government. It
is understood that Mr. and Mrs, Voelkel are to remain active missionaries of
the Board assigned to Korea but without salary or allowances until further action, except that the Board will continue to carry its share of pension payments."
Bd, Ac, lO/H/50
Rev, and Mrs, Earle J, Woodberry

The Board VOTED to grant the Rev, and Mrs. Earle J. Woodberry of the
"51-57U
Korea liission a leave of absence beginning March 23, 1951, in order that Mr.
Woodberry may undertake a special service for the United States Government as
Civilian Chaplain to Chinese prisoners of war. It is understood that Mr. and
Mrs, Woodberry are to remain active missionaries of the Board assigned to Korea
but without salary or allowances until further action, except that the Board
will continue to carry its share of pension payments and the expenses of
language study for Mrs, Woodberry,"
Bd. Ac. 5/l5/5l

Mr . and Mrs . Horace Grant Underwood
"50-1091
It was VOTED to grant Mr. and Mrs. Horace Grant Underwood of the
Korea Mission a leave of absence beginning August 13, 1950, in order that
Mr, Underwood may undertake a special service for the United States Government,
It is understood that Mr. and Mrs. Underwood are to remain active missionaries
of the Board assigned to Korea but without salary or allowances until further
action, except that the Board will continue to carry its share of pension payments and the expenses of language study for Mrs. Underwood." Bd, Ac. lO/H/50

- 6 -

Dr. Horace H, Underwood

"50-1090
It was VOTED to grant Dr. Horace H, Underwood of the Korea Mission a
leave of absence beginning September 13, 1950, in order that he may undertake a
special service for the United States Government. It is understood that Dr.
Underwood is to remain an active missionary of the Board assigned to Korea but
without salary or allowance until further action, except that the Board will
continue to carry its share of pension payments," Bd. Ac. 10/ll/50

"50-1391
Inasmuch as Dr. Horace H. Underwood of the Korea Mission terminated
his services with the United States Government as of December 5, 1950, it was
VOTED to place Dr, Underwood on field salary and all allowances beginning
December 6, 1950," Bd, Ac. 12/lU/50
"51-203
Record was made of the Memorial Service for Dr. Horace H. Underwood
to be held in the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn, N.Y., on the
evening of March l5, and the following persons were designated as the Board *s
official representatives.
Mrs, E. L. Cleaveland
Dr. Charles T. Leber

Miss Ruth Eliott
Dr. John C. Smith."
Bd. Ac. 3/13/51

Mr, and Mrs. Ira H, Holland

"50-1087
It was VOTED to grant Mr, and Mrs. Ira H, Holland of the Shantung
Mission, temporarily transferred to Korea, a one-year leave of absence without
salary and allowances, including pension payments, from September 7, 1950, the
date of their return to this country, and in lieu of furlough to grant them the
equivalent of two months » furlough salary in the United States, with the understanding that this is on the basis of an agreement entered into with the Y.M.C.A.
with which Mr, Holland temporarily served in Korea."
Bd. Ac, 10/11/50
'

RESIGNATIONS
Mr. and Mrs, Floyd H. Blaine, Jr.

The Board VOTED to accept the resignation, for personal reasons, of
Mr, and Mrs. Floyd H, Blaine, Jr., of the Korea Mission as of February lU, 1951,
it being understood that financial adjustments will be made in consultation with
the Treasury Department. The Board would express to Mr, and Mrs, Blaine its
appreciation for the service rendered in the Korea Mission and its best vrishes
as they enter service outside the Board,"
Bd. Ac, 2/2/51

” 51-57

Mr, and Mrs. Nathaniel Bercovitz, Jr,

The Board VOTED to approve the return to the United States of Mr. and
"50-10U9
Mrs. Nathaniel Bercovitz, Jr. of the Korea Mission and, upon their return, to
confer with them concerning their financial arrangements with the Board and
their future service." Bd. Ac. 9/19/50
"51-56
The Board VOTED to accept the resignation, for personal reasons, of
Mr. and Mrs, Nathaniel Bercovitz, Jr., of the Korea Mission, as of December 12,
1950 , three months after their return to the United States, it being understood
that financial adjustments will be made in consultation with the Treasury Department, The Board expressed its best wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Bercovitz as
they undertake work here in this country,
Bd. Ac, 2/2/51
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RETIREMENTS
Dr. and Mrs, John D, Bigger

Upon the request of the Korea Evacuee Advisory Committee, the Board
VOTED to approve the return to the United States of Dr. and Mrs. John D, Bigger
of the Korea Mission on January U, 1951, and to grant them a furlough with
salary and all allowances until their retirement on May 7, 195l. Bd. Ac. 3/13/51

*'51-277

"51-528
The Board noted that Dr. John D, Bigger of the Korea Mission reached
the retiring age of 70 on May 7, 195l, and in view of the 39 years and 9 month#
service of Dr. Bigger and 38 years and 8 months* service of Mrs. Bigger, the
Board VOTED to grant to Dr. and Mrs. Bigger the designation ’Honorary Retired*.
It was further .noted that Dr. and Mrs. Bigger are entitled to a pension of
$1,750.71 annually, computed as follows

Board of Pension - Service
"
"
- Sustentation (which began May
Foreign Board Supplement
'*

7U5.76
175.00
829.95
rT;'75o.71

$
7,

19U6)

In accordance with Board action ^U8-653, Dr. and Mrs. Bigger are entitled to a
high-cost-of-living grant of $li9«29, thus making their total annual pension
$ 1 , 800 .

The Board expressed its grateful appreciation for the effective service rendered

by Dr. and Mrs. Bigger during their years in Korea and wishes for them many more
years of satisfying life and service in this country."

Bd. Ac, 5/l5/5l

Mrs. John F, Genso

"50-893
It was VOTED to authorize the return to the United States of Mrs.
John F. Genso of the Korea Mission, following the death of her husband on July
Bd, Ac, 8/9/50
15, 1950 after evacuation to Japan,"
"50-10i46 Pursuant to Board Action #50-893 authorizing the return to the United
States of Mrs, John F, Genso of the Korea Mission following the death of her

husband, and in view of her service on the field for three years and four months
before her husband’s death, the Board VOTED to grant Mrs. Genso a five month
furlough, with salary and all allowances, until December 31, 1950, at which
time she will retire at age 68."
Bd. Ac, 9/19/50

"51-53 Pursuant to Board action #50-10U6 noting that Mrs, John F. Genso of the
Korea Mission will retire at age 68 on December 31, 1950, and in view of her
more than U2 years of service, the Board VOTED to grant Mrs. Genso the designation ’Honorably Retired,’ It was further noted that Mrs. Genso is entitled
to a pension of $l,OU7.50, computed as follows:

Board of Pensions - Service Pension Plan, Widow’s Pension
Board of Pension - Sustentation, Widow’s Paid-up Pension
Foreign Board supplement

$

352*61
73*20
621.69

$ l,0i;7*50

The Board expresses its grateful appreciation for the effective service rendered
by Mrs, Genso during her years in Korea and wishes for her many more years of
satisfying life and service in this country." Bd. Ac, 2/2/51
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Miss Margo L, Lewis

The Board noted that Miss Margo L, Lewis of the Korea Mission reached
the retiring age of 65 on December 31, 1950, and, in view of her UO years of
service, the Board VOTED to grant her the designation ‘Honorably Retired,* It
was further noted that Miss Lewis is entitled to a pension of $1,002.36 computed
as follows:

•'51-.52

Board of Pensions - Service
Foreign Board supplement

$

600.00
U02.36

The Board expresses to Miss Lewis its deep appreciation of the many years of
devoted service in Korea and later in the Venezuela Mission, The Board would
wish for her many years of satisfying life and service in this country."
Bd. Ac. 2/2/51
Miss Ranier J. McKenzi e
"51-529 In view of medical opinion that Miss Ranier J. McKenzie of the Korea
Mission will not be able to resume active field service, the Board regretfully
VOTED to retire her on disability pension effective April 1, 1951, and on the
basis of 30 years as a missionary of the Board to award her the designation
‘Honorably Retired.* In addition to the disability pension granted to her by
the Board of Pensions amounting to $600, annually, the Board further VOTED to
grant to Miss McKenzie $215.85 annually, thus making a total of $8l5.85 which
she will receive.

The Board would express its gratitude for the many years of faithful service
rendered by Miss McKenzie and its deep interest in her that she may regain in
large measure her health and strength in these days of retirement."
Bd. Ac. 5/15/51
Dr, and Mrs, Roy K. Smith

"50-601 The Board noted the request of Dr, and Mrs, Roy K. Smith of the Korea
Mission, as presented in their letter of April l5, 1950, that because of health
reasons they be allowed to retire on April 28, 1950, the date of Dr. Smith *s
65 birthday. In view of their service of 38 years and 8 months, the Board
VOTED to comply with their request and to award them the designation ‘Honorably
Retired.* It was further noted that Dr. and Mrs. Smith are entitled to a pension of $l,i|69.27 annually, computed as follows:

Board of Pensions - service
Foreign Board supplement

In accordance with Board action #U8-653, Dr.
high-cost-of-living grant of $330.73, making
The Board expressed deep appreciation to Dr.
and untiring service in Korea and wished for
vice in this country,"
Bd, Ac, 6/20/50

$

69U.51
77^.76

$

T,w:27
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and Mrs, Smith for
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Christian ser-
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RECOPD OF DEATH OF MRS. HORACE N. ALLEN
"50-617 The Board made record of the death at the age of 89 of Mrs, Horace N,
Allen, resigned from the Korea Mission, which occurred at Toledo, Ohio, on
June 3, 19U8, after a lingering illness, Mrs, Allen was the wife of Dr, Horace
N, Allen, first appointee of the Board to Korea, where she served with her
husband from October 26, 188U, to July 9, 1890, Dr, Allen was an able pioneer
missionary who secured the confidence of the rulers of Korea and of his own
government. At one time he represented the Korea Government in the United
States, Mrs, Allen was active in the support of her husband *s work. Her
cheerfulness, her courage, and her capacity Ibr the enjoyment of life in its
daily happenings contributed much to her husband
missionary career, Mrs.
Allen is survived by two sons, Mr, Horace E, Allen of Toledo, Ohio, and Mr,
Maurice Allen of Los Angeles, California, The Board would express to them its
very great appreciation for the contribution of their parents in the work of
the Church in Korea and its sympathy in this loss of an aged mother.”
Bd, Ac. 6/20/50

KOREA MISS IO NARIES TO PA RTICIPATE IN STUDY FELLOWSHIP
"50«3392 Pursuant to Board action
appointing missionaries to participate
in a Study Fellowship of Christianity and Communism, it was VOTED that the Korea
Mission be represented by Miss Marion Hartness.” Bd, Ac. 12/lli/50

Pursuant to Board action #50-952 appointing missionaries to participate
in a Study Fellowship of Christiani ty and Coiram-inLsm, the Board VOTED that the
Rev. E, Otto DeCairip of the Korea Mission be invited to participate.”
Bd. Ac. 2/2/51

”51-10)4

FURLOUGH A ND FURLCUGH EXTENSIONS
Rev, and Mrs. E.^Otto DeCamp
”5l-105 At the request of the Korea Evacuee Advisory Committee, and in order
tha^ the Rev, E. Otto DeCamp of the Korea Mission may participate in the Study
Fellowship, the Boai’d VOTED to grant Mr, and Mrs. DeCamp a six months » furlough
with salary and all allowances, from February 1, 1951, after two years and four
months on the field,” Bd, Ac, 2/2/51

Miss Marion E, Hor t nes s
”50-89U Upon the recommendation of the Korea Evacuee Advisory Committee and of
two doctors in Japan, it was VOTED to authorize the return to the United States
on August 1, 1950 of Miss Marion E, Hartness of the Korea Mission, and to grant
her a regular twelve-months furlough after approximately two and a half years
on the field.” Bd. Ac, 8/9/50

Miss Edna M, Lawrence
”50-1393 At the request of Miss Edna M, Lawrence of the Korea Mission, and
because she has accepted a temporary assignment at the Huntington Memorial
Hospital, Pasadena, California, it was VOTED to extend the furlough of Miss
Lawrence without salary and allowances, but with the Board paying its share
of pension payments from December 18, 1950, for a period of six months or
until further action,” Bd, Ac, 12/lU/50

”

- 10 ”5l-75U Pursuant to Board action #50-1393 extending the furlough of Miss Edna
M. Lawrence of the Korea Mission without salary and allowances because of her
temporary employment, and in view of the fact that Miss Lawrence is making preparations to return to Korea as soon as the authorities permit women medical
personnel to enter, the Board VOTED to reinstate her furlough salary with all
allowances as of June 1, 1951* " Bd, Ac. 6/19/51

Miss Lilian Ross
"51-U3U At the request of the Korea Evacuee Advisory Coiranittee, it was VOTED
to grant Miss Lilian Ross of the Korea Mission a three months* leave of absence,
with field salary and all allowances except travel, beginning March 29, 1951.
Bd. Ac. U/12/51

”5l-75l At the request of the Korea Executive Committee (KBA 5l-5), and for the
sake of convenience in arranging the furloughs of the Korea Mission, the Board
VOTED to cancel Board action #5l-ii3U granting Miss Lilian Ross a thi^e months*
leave of absence and to grant her a six months* furlough, with salary and all
allowances, including travel, beginning March 29, 1951, after two and one-half
years on the field,” Bd. Ac. 6/19/51
Rev, & Mrs, Edward Adams

"51-752 At the request of the Korea Executive Committee (KBA 5l-l^), the Board
VOTED to grant the Rev, and Mrs, Edward Adams a regular furlough, with salary
and all allowances, beginning July 1, 1951, after four years and nine months
on the field for Mr, Adams and four years and three months for Mrs. Adams."
Bd. Ac. 6/19/51
Dr. Archibald G. Fletcher
"50-862 In view of the need for extra help in the Medical Department during the
Fall for the purpose of examining the clerical force and to relieve Dr, Clothier
to devote himself more fully to his preparation for taking the New York State
License examinations in October, it was VOTED to authorize the Medical Department to engage the services of Dr, A.G. Fletcher, Sr., on furlough from Korea,
for such time as seems necessary until December 31, 1950, This will include
the usual honorarium for furloughed missionaries assuming such special assignments of work in the Board offices," Bd. Ac, 8/2/50

"50-1326 To provide for immediate and urgent need for additional assistance in
the Displaced Persons office, it was VOTED to assign Dr, A.G. Fletcher of Korea
to this office, beginning December l5, 1950, for a period of three months, with
the understanding that the Board will continue to pay salary and other regular
allowances, and that the Displaced Persons Committee will be responsible for
any expenses and supplement agreed upon by that office and Dr. Fletcher. It is
understood that if Dr. Fletcher is able to return to Korea within this period,
he will be released from this service," Bd. Ac. 12/lV50

Rev, Harold H, Henderson

"50-6l8 Pursuant to Board action #50-Ii31, the Board VOTED to extend the services
of the Rev. Harold H. Henderson of the Korea Mission as Executive Secretary of
the Displaced Persons Committee for four months through December 31, 1950, with
furlough salary and all allowances," Bd, Ac, 6/20/50

11 -

In view of the marriage of the Rev, Harold H. Henderson of the Korea
Mission, and pending clarification of the status of Mrs. Henderson in relation
to the Board, the Board VOTED that in connection with Board action #50-6l8 Mr,
Henderson should receive the furlough salary of a single missionary and
1
allowances from the date of his marriage on September 23, 1950, and further
VOTED that his service in connection with the Dispaaced Persons Committee be
extended under these conditions for six months until June 30, 1951."
Bd. Ac. 2/2/51
"51-U38 Pursuant to Board action #5l-103 placing Rev. Harold H. Henderson of the
Korea Mission on the salary of a single missionary from September 23, 1950, it
was VOTED to place Mr. Henderson on furlough salary of a married couple with all
allowances from March 6, 1951.
(Passed by circular vote March 20, 1951)."
Bd. Ac. U/12/51

TERM OF SERVICE OF MR. RAYMOND C. PROVOST. JR.
At the request of the Korea Evacuee Advisory Committee, the Board
VOTED to terminate the special term appointment of Mr. Raymond C. Provost, Jr.
of the Korea Mission as of January 1, 1951, making it possible for him to enter
the second semester at Princeton Seminary, It is understood that this antedates
the termination of his contract by eight months, but because of unusual conditions the Board will assume responsibility for his return travel, thus making
it an exception to the provisions of the Manual," Bd, Ac, 9/19/50

"50-101;7

"51-102 In view of the continued service of Mr. Raymond C. Provost, Jr,, in the
Korea Mission, the Board VOTED to cancel Board action #50-10U7 which shortened
his term of service." Bd. Ac, 2/2/51

EXTENSION OF TERM OF SERVICE OF REV. AND MRS. JOHN Y.CROTHERS
"51-278 At the request of the Korea Evacuee Advisory Committee and of the Field
Secretary for Korea, and because of the necessity of his services in Japan, the
Board VOTED to authorize the extension of service of Rev. and Mrs, John Y,
Crothers of the Korea Mission from February 1, 1951, the date of Mr. Crothers*
70th birthday, to December 31, 195l, on which date Mr. and Mrs, Crothers will
retire." Bd. Ac. 3/13/51

EXTENSION OF TERM OF SERVICE OF MRS. FREDERICK S. MILLER
"51-U35 At the request of the Korea Evacuee Advisory Committee, and because of
the need for her services both at Baiko Jo Gakuin and in the Korean Church at
Shimonoseki, Japan, it was VOTED to extend the term of service of Mrs, Frederick
S. Miller of the Korea Mission from May 26, 1951, the date of her 65 birthday,
to December 31, 1951, on which date Mrs, Miller will retire. Bd. Ac, U/12/51

SPONSORSHIP OF MISS GRACE UNDERWOOD AS AFFILIATED MISSIONARY
"50-1092 In order that Miss Grace Underwood, daughter of Dr, Horace H, Underwood
of the Korea Mission, may enter Japan, where she has been invited to teach, it
was VOTED to sponsor her as an affiliated missionary of the Board, It was understood that the Board will incur no financial obligation in this matter,"
Bd. Ac. 10/11/50
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COMPLETION OF SERVICE AT WOODSTOCK SCHOOL OF MISS DOROTHY L. SOWERS
”5l-U26 It was VOTED to approve the recommendation of the Punjab Mission and
the India Council that Miss Dorothy L. Sowers be permitted to proceed on furlough in December 1951 after the completion of five academic years in Woodstock School.
Bd. Ac. U/12/51
(I.C. 51-16)
»•

VK IT IRAN
Board made record,' wiih approval, of the request of the Iran
Mission that a missionary from Korea spend from six months to a year in Iran
to*give to the Church and the Mission of Iran a new vision of the possibilities of lay participation in church work and lay the foundation for an adequate
local support of present and future full-time leaders*. The Board believes
that much may be gained through exchanges of either missionaries or nationals,
and through the sharing of experience in the different countries. Even when
allowance is made for the fact that differing fundamental conditions make it
difficult to transplant techniques and programs from one country to the other,
much benefit might still be derived from such exchanges. The Board, therefore,
approved the general plan proposed by the Iran Mission and will provide funds
for transportation and other expenses if a suitable person is found to do the
task.
(I.M. 50-107)" Bd. Ac. 9/19/50)

INVlTATpN FOR KOREA MISSION^Y TO
”5o-lbo3

'

*the

PLAN FOR APPOINTMENT OF NEW MISSIONARIES TO KOREA
"
**^1-519 The Board VOTED "to approve that a *pilot group* of carefully selected
candidates be appointed and assigned to Korea, keeping in mind the need for
missionaries with special skills, and that these reinforcements have language
study for one year, with the understanding that if at the end of that time
Korea still is not open, they will be given a second year of language study
with possibly some additional training on the Christian approach to Communism.
It was further recommended that an attempt be made to get other Boards to join
in this project so that a group of new missionaries representing several denominations may have this period of training and orientation together,”
Bd. Ac. 5/15/51
NEW MISSIONARIES
Rev, William Albert Grubb
"51-36 The Board VOTED to appoint Mr, William Albert Grubb as an Appointee in
Waiting, it being understood that those being considered for assignment in
Korea will be appointed, for the time being, in the above category."
Bd. Ac. 2/2/51
"5l-5l2 At the request of the secretary for Korea and in view of the current
recommendation regarding the appointments for Korea, the Board VOTED to change
the status of Mr, William Albert Grubb from that of an Appointee in Waiting to
that of an appointee within the 1951 Reinforcements, with assignment to Korea,"
Bd. Ac. 5/15/51
"51-7U8 In view of the fact that Mr, William A, Grubb (Korea) will be giving
his services in various summer conferences across the country during the summer months prior to taking up language study in New Haven, the Board VOTED to
place Mr, Grubb on salary with all allowances, including pension, as of June
20, 1951." Bd. Ac. 6/19/51

"51-862 In view of the fact that Mr. William A, Grubb (Korea) will be attending
summer donferences for the Board during July and August and will have no income
during that period before he begins language study in the fall, it was VOTED to
amend Bd, Ac. 51-7U8 and to place Mr, Grubb on salary with all allowances,
including pension, as of July 15, 1951." Bd, Ac. 6/27/51
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Education;

University of Washington March-Sept, 19U3 Pre-meteorology
University of California 19U3-Ua Meteorology (Air Corps)
University of California 19U7 A,B.
Princeton Theological Seminary 19^0 B.D,
Princeton Tehologlcal Seminary 19^1 M,Th.

Experience; 19U3-U5 Pvt, to 2nd Lt, in Army Air Corps.
19U7-50 Member and leader of gospel teams, Princeton Seminary
Summer 19U8 and 19U9 Assistant Pastor, Presbyterian Church, Santa
Maria, California
Mr, and Mrs, Thomas Isaac Harnish

The Board VOTED to appoint Mr. Thomas Isaac Harnish and Mrs. Jane Dale
Harnish within the 19^1 Reinforcements and to assign them to the Korea Mission,”
Bd, Ac. 5/l5/^l

"5l«ii93

"51-7U9 In view of the fact that Mr. Thomas I. Harnish (Korea) has sold his
business in order to work in the Treasurer’s Office in preparation for his
work on the field, and to attend the Outgoing Missionary Conference, the Board
VOTED to place Mr. and Mrs. Thomas I, Harnish on salary with all allowances,
including pension, as of May 18, 19^1." Bd, Ac, 6/19/51
Mr, Harnish

Education:

University of Tennessee
Army Flying Service School
Pennsylvania State College, School of Commerce and
Finance

Experience: I 9 UI-U 2
19U2-U6
19U7-51

19h3
19i3-lUt 2nd Lt.

1950-51

Bethlehem Steel Co,, Fore River, Mass,
United States Array - Air Force
Owner and manager of Dry Cleaning Plant, Montrose, Pa.
Mrs. Harnish

19U2-U3 Business Administration

Education:

Syracuse University

Experience

19i^3-UU Bookkeeping Department, First and Farmers National Bank and
Trust Co., Montrose, Pa,

Rev, and Mrs, Stanton Rodger Wilson

The Board VOTED to appoint the Rev. Stanton Rodger Wilson and Mrs.
Marion Stout Wilson within the 1951 Reinforcements and to assign them to the
Korea Mission.” Bd. Ac. 5/l5/5l

•'51-U9U

Mr, Wilson

Education:

Cornell University
19U3 A.B., Major: History
Cornell University
19U3 ASTP - ROTC Engineering
Cornell University’s Rural Church School Summer 19U8
Princeton Theological Seminary 19U9 BD

-

Experience: 19Uii-U6

19U9-51

lit

-

United States Army - First Lieutenant, Battalian Adjutant,
Battery Executive Officer in F,A. - overseas service
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, New Gretna, N.J.
Mrs, Wilson

Education:

Maryville College
19Uii B.A., Major: Sociology
Princeton Theological Seminary 19U7 M.R.E,

Experience: 19U2
19U3
19hh
19U5
19U6
19U7-it9

Wholesale Department, Waterman*s Pen Company, New York
Clerk, War Forwarding Corporation, New York, N.Y,
Experimental laboratory technician, Horni Signal Mfg.,N.Y,
Secretary, U,S, Steel Export Company, New York
Housemother, Preventorium, Farmingdale, N.J,
Director Religious Education, First Presbyterian Church,
Carthage, Mo,

UNUSED BAUNCES IN FIELD WORK BUDGET FOR 19^0 CARRIED FORWARD TO 19^1
Because of the present emergency in Korea, it was VOTED that any unused
balance of the Korea Field Work Budget for 19^0 be carried forward for use in
1951." Bd. Ac. 12/lii/50

”50-139ii

GRANT OF 12,000. FOR BIBLE INSTITUTE IN SEOUL
"50-623 $2,000, was granted for a Bible Institute in Seoul, Korea Mission, from
Robert T. Johnson, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (Annuity Agreement). (Outside the
budget):' Bd. Ac. 6/20/50

GRANT OF $2,000 FOR TEACHERS INSTITUTE IN SEOUL
"50-622 $2,000, was granted for a special fund for evangelism and Christian
emphasis in schools to be used for Teachers Institute, Seoul, Korea, from
(Outside the
Robert T. Johnson, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, (Annuity Agreement).
budget)," Bd, Ac, 6/20/50

GRANT OF 120,000 YEN IN 19U0 TO TAEGU HOSPITAL MADE AVAILABLE AT $28,200

Pursuant to Board action ^ii0-Uii3 granting a sum not to exceed 120,000
yen from the Fire and Marine Insurance Fund of the Board to rebuild a unit of
the Taegu Hospital, the Board VOTED, in view of the great fluctuation in the
value of the Korean currency, to make this sum available at approximately its
dollar value at the time of the fire, namely $28,200." Bd, Ac. 6/20/50

"50-625

APPROPRIATION OF $U00 UNDER MEDICAL EMPHASIS TO TAEGU STATION
"50-621 $ij.OO, was appropriated for apparatus, (Medical Ehphasis), Taegu Station,
Korea Mission, from Miss Warrenita W, Leech, Colwyn, Pennsylvania. (1950 Property List)"
Bd. Ac. 6/20/50

APPROPRIATIONS OF $11,002.06 AND $100, UNDER MEDICAL EMPHASIS TO SEVERANCE HOSPITAL

$11,002,06 was appropriated for Severance Hospital, Seoul, Korea
Mission, (Medical Emphasis), according to the list in the Treasurer's office.
(1950 Property List)" Bd. Ac. 12/31/50

"50-li4.76

- l5 •'50-1397

$100. was appropriated for Severance Hospital, Seoul, Korea, (Medical
Emphasis) from the Rev. and Mrs. John Shell, York, Nebraska.
(1950 PropertyList)" Bd, Ac. I2/H4/50

GRANTS OF $738. Ul AND $332.56 TO SEVERANCE HOSPITAL
"51-577 $738. Ul waB granted for Severance Hospital, Seoul, Korea, (Receipts
from Foundations), from:

Dearborn, Michigan, Presbyterian Church
Evergreen Village Presbyterian Church, Detroit, Mich.
Trinity Presbyterian Church, Detroit, Mich.
Milford, Michigan, Presbyterian Church
Woodward Ave. Presbyterian Church, Detroit, Mich.
Monroe, Michigan, Presbyterian Church
Central Presbyterian Church, Detroit, Mich.
White Lake Presbyterian Church, Davisburg, Mich.
Scovel Presbyterian Church, Detroit, Mich.
Howell, Michigan, Presbjrberian Church

13.00
$

25.

27.00
13.01
370.88
89.20
3h,^0
25.00
7.00
133.38."
Bd. Ac. 5/15/51

"51-7U7 $332.56 was granted for Severance Hospital, Seoul, Korea (Receip-bs
from Foundations), from

Plymouth Presbyterian Church, Detroit, Michigan
Center Line, Michigan, Presbyterian Church
Erin Presbyterian Church, Roseville, Michigan

$ 2UI.96

75.00
l5.60.'*

Bd. Ac. 6/19/51

APPROPRIATION OF $.18 TO ARTHUR T. PIERSON MEMORIAL BIBLE SCHOOL
"50-90U $.18 was appropriated for Arthur T, Pierson Memorial Bible School,
Seoul, Korea, interest at h% on $8.60 from June 20, 1950 to December 31, 1950,
from Arthur T. Pierson Memorial Fund held among funds held for others.

Balance of fund as of December 31, 19h9
New amount received
Total of fund

$

9,991.hO
8.60

iT^OOO.OO"
Bd. Ac. 8/9/50

RESTORATION FUND GRANT OF $11,800.

FOR REST CAMP AT TAECHON BEACH

"51-107 Pursuant to Board action #li.8-1352 authorizing the Korea Mission to
purchase a rest camp, the Board VOTED to grant from Restoration Funds, Rehabilitation of Plant and Equipment, within the amount allocated to Korea, the
sum of $11,800. as the Presbyterian share in the purchase and establishment of
a rest camp for missionaries at Taechon Beach, Korea." Bd. Ac, 2/2/51

RESTORATION FUND GRANT OF $7,500 TO PURCHASE THREE NEW JEEPS
"51-276 At the request of the Field Secretary for Korea, the Board VOTED to
grant from Restoration Funds, Rehabilitation of Plant and Equipment, within the
total allocated to Korea, the sum of $7,500. for three new jeeps."
Bd. Ac. 3/13/51
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RESTORATION FUND GRANT OF $1,900. FOR REPRINTING HYMI^ALS
"50-i^H9 At the request ot ihe Korea dbmmiitee oi the Division of Foreign
Missions of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S*A,, it
was VOTED to grant from Restoration Funds, Rehabilitation of Christian Communities, within the total allocated to Korea, the sum of $ 1 , 900 , as the Presbyterian Board^s share of a special fund for the reprinting of hymnals for
Korea.” Bd. Ac. 12/lh/^O
RESTORATION FUND GRANTS - DESIGNATED GIFTS
"^0-619 The following designated Restoration Fund gifts thus far received
applying to the Restoration Program for Korea, and not yet granted, are herewith granted. It is understood that, as allocation of any of these funds is
made, the Korea Restoration Committee will indicate that such expenditure is
being made against the appropriate designated gift, with the understanding that
allocations already made will be taken into consideration;

REHABILITATpN OF PIANT AND OTIFMENT
(1)

$

^*00

(2)

50,00

(3)

2,500,00

Andong Bible Institute
Gift of Presbyterian Church, Falls Church, Virginia
Bells for Korea
Gift of Mr, J, Clinton Bundles, Dunedin, Florida
Bell to be known as *Mrs, Bundles* Liberty Bell*
Residence for Rev, John Y, Crothers, Andong
Gift of Third Presbyterian Church, Chester, Pa,”
Bd. Ac. 6/20/50

Andong Bible Institute
”56-13^^ $i29*5o was granted for Andong Bible Institute, Andong, Korea,
(Rehabilitation of Plant and Equipment, Restoration Fund) from Presbyterian
Church, Falls Church, Virginia, (Received through Restoration Fund)”
Bd. Ac. I2/IU/50
”5l-578 $10. was granted for Andong Bible Institute, Rehabilitation of Plant
and Equipment, Korea Mission, from Presbyterian Church, Falls Church, Va.
(Received through Restoration Fund) - Memorial for Christiana Clarke”
Bd. Ac. 5/15/51
Church of Pastor Han in Seoul
”5o-1395 $1,060, was granted for the Church of Pastor Han, Seoul, Korea
(Rehabilitation of Plant and Equipment, Restoration Fund), from Oliver Presbyterian Church, Minneapolis, Minn, (Received through the Restoration Fund)”
Bd. Ac. 12/li;/50
Amendment of Amount Designated to Radio Station
”5o-6i6 Pursuant to Board action #50-167 making record of the change in designation of Restoration Funds from the Narberth Presbyterian Church, Narberth,
Pennsylvania, from the hospital at Ichow, China, to the radio broadcasting in
Seoul, Korea, the Board VOTED to amend that action by substituting the amount
of $12,700. instead of $13,268.97."
Bd, Ac. 6/20/50

Record should be made that since Mission Letter #860 was written the following
designated gifts have been received and credited against the $35,000 grant for the
Radio Station (Bd, Ac, #U9-13i49):
$

568.97
5000,00

Narbeth Presbyterian Church (making $13,268.97 from this church)
First Presbyterian Church, Newton, Iowa,
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RESTORATION FUND GRANT OF t3,$00 FROM JAPAN ALLOCATION TO KOREAN CHURCH IN TOKYO
"50-1050 upon the request of the Japan Committee of the Foreign Missions Conference, the Board VOTED to grant from Restoration Funds, Rehabilitation of
Plant and Equipment, within the total allocated to Japan, the sum of $3,500.
for the restoration of the Central Korean Church in Tokyo, it being understood
that this sum will be transmitted through the Japan Committee to the Treasurer
of the National Christian Council in Japan and made available as plans and construction are approved by the Council of Cooperation's Reconstruction Committee
in Japan.” Bd. Ac, 9/19/51

APPROVAL OF SALE OF LA^D ADJACENT TO ANDONG COMPOUND
”50-620 At the request of the Executive Committee of the Korea Mission, the
Board VOTED to approve the sale of about 60 pyung of land (32ii square yards)
on the edge of the Andong Compound and adjacent to the piece of property sold
to the West Church.” Bd. Ac, 6/20/50

SCHOLARSHIP GRANTS
Mr, Simeon Kang

”50-62U At the request of the Korea Executive Committee (KBA ii9-68), the Board
VOTED to grant up to $3,000. to Mr. Simeon Kang for two years study in Princeton
Seminary, to be charged to the Restoration Scholarship Fund for Korea (BA U91351).” Bd. Ac. 6/20/50
Mr. Taisik Synn

”50-1390 At the request of the Field Secretary for Korea, it was VOTED to grant
from Restoration Fiinds, Rehabilitation of National Christian Workers , within
the amount allocated to Korea, up to $500. as an observation and consultation
scholarship for Mr, Taisik Synn, principal of Keisung Boy*s Academy in Taegu,
who is now in the United States on a government scholar hip but who will be
available for such observation and consultation after March 17, 1951*"
Bd. Ac. 12/lh/SO

Dr. Joon Lew

”5l-750 Upon the recommendation of the Field Secretary in Korea, the Board
VOTED to grant from Restoration Funds, Rehabilitation of Christian Workers,
within the total allocated to Korea up to $1,800.00, for a scholarship at the
University of California in Los Angeles for Dr, Joon Lew, professor at
Severance Union Medical School,'* Bd. Ac, 6/19/51
Expenses of Princeton Conference for Korean Theological Students
"51-753 At the request of the Korea Committee of the Division of Foreign
Missions of the Natiojrial Council of the Churches of Christ, the Board VOTED to
grant from the EMeld Work Contingent Fund the sum of $13U*63 to cover the
Presbyterian share of the conference held at Princeton for Korean Theological
students in the United States,” Bd, Ac, 6/19/51
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TEMPORARY ASSIGNMENT TO EAST AREA OFFICE OF MRS. PILLAI KH^ CHOI
”^0-865 In view of the situation in Korea, and her inability to return to her
home at the present time, it was VOTED to assign Mrs. Pillai Kim Choi of Korea,
who came to this country in connection with the Women* s National Meeting, to
the East Central Area Office to do field service. The financial arrangements
for Mrs, Choi are to be worked out by Miss Margaret Shannon, the amount to be
charged to the Women*s Special Promotion Fund,” Bd. Ac, 8/2/50
"It was VOTED to recommend to the Sage Committee that it make a grant of $200,
for winter clothing for Mrs, Pillai Choi of Korea, who is unable to return to
her own country," Exec. Council 9/1U/50

ATTENDANCE AT BOARD MEETING OF DR. KYUNG CHIK HAN
"The Monday evening session was given over to a survey of the Far East Crisis,
with Dr, E.E. Walline presenting the situation in China and Dr. Kyung Chik Han
the situation in Korea, The picture is dark in both countries but both speakers
were confident that the Christians would stand fast no matter what the future
brought," Bd. Min. 3/13/51

MESSAGE TO KOREA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
"51-527 The Board noted that the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
Korea is meeting in Taegu, beginning May 25, 1951, and would ask the President
of the Board to send a message of greeting and Christian fellowship in the name
of the Board to this sister church in her time of suffering and opportunity.
Bd. Ac. 5/15/51

This past year has truly been an eventful one for all of you in Korea,
However, certainly the Lord has been good to us and many of the plans that we made on
faith last summer have been carried out successfully. We are hoping and praying that
events of these next few weeks will bring a just and lasting peace to Korea,
Sincerely,

John Coventry Smith
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June 29, 1951

TO THE lilSSIONARIES

Dear Friends:
General Letter No, 112 has become in fact v/hat v;e all hoped it vfould become, a
"IJanual of Operations,
It originated after long conferences in staff committees, and,
especially at a more practical level, in conference with field representatives from
all over the v/orld. It already has furnished a stimulus to thou^t and to viork in a
time of opportunity and testing.

In seeking to serve you here in relation to the plan outlined, we are using and
will continue to use the letter as a pattern for our operations. From lime to time vie
check ourselves against the letter to see how much progress has been made toward the
goals set up.
From our own experience we would urge that you on the field follow something of
the same procedure. We believe that the goals set and the plans outlined in General
Letter No, 112 are basic to the Christian mission of the Church across the world in
our time and that the achievement of these goals is of first importance in our present
plans. We cannot expect that these goals can be achieved by sporadic effort, V/e must
set ourselves to a constant and effectual attention to these details and must occasionally check ourselves as to the progress we have made.

We v/ould call your attention especially to certain sections of the letter which
seemed of first importance at the time they were written and which in retrospect
assume even greater significance;
!•

Indigenization of Christian leadership.

On page 2 of Letter #112, Section III entitled *TJrgent Action in the Field of
Operations", we said that the first of our top priorities should be "Put our house in
order v/ithout delay by maiding certain that national Christian leadership predominates
in every field,

On page 8 in Section B, v;e implemented this priority by Board action rdth
si)eelflc suggestions as folloivs:
"1,

A report be made on the number of institutions whose management and administration have been transferred to nationals,

2,

Plans be prepared to place major institutions within the next tvro years
under autonomous boards of management responsible to the national churches,

3,

Plans be prepared to place nationals in administrative charge of all work
within the next five years. To implement this the follovdng steps might be
considered;
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4,

a.

The early selection of suitable personnel v/hose further experience and
training should be taken in hand at once* Training mu^t include scholarships for advanced study either at home or abroad,

b,

A reasonable estimate of grants that rai^t be necessary to make these
appointments without placing unnecessary financial burdens upon institutions or v/ork.

\Tnere such a program cannot be completed vd.tliin the next five years,

the

reasons be analyzed and alternative plans and time limits be set up,
Two or three of our fields have already responded, ’.7e would urge that you all
study these suggestions and that at least your specific preliminary reix)rt, together
with such requests for funds as are necessary, be prepared and in our hands by
November 1, 1951.
2,

Re-evaluation of program

On page 2 the second part of our first top priority was, ’’re-evaluating tiie v/ork
in all fields, and v/here necessary, reconditioning the enterprise deemed most essential
that they may be adequately prepared for the crisis period, ” This is enlarged on
page 6 under the implementation of the plan of action where we suggested "that you
first look at your program in the light of the present situation,
This re-evaluation r/ill be more difficult than our first suggestion, for it is
less specific as to details. Nevertheless we are convinced that v/e cannot prosecute
a program for today that has been planned in the past. The people of the world are
on the move. Churches have been tested under pressure, V7e v/ill be most delinquent
to our task if we do not apply the lessons of experience and the prophetic insight
of the Christian message to the situation in which people are living today,
3*

Special funds for present needs

On page 6 of the letter we said, as you "plan for the future, the Board is
prepared to help you by supplementing the support v/hich you now have, "
(1) In Section A, the Board implemented this by setting up a special fund of
$250,000 for Evangelism, with specific suggestions as to its use, "le said, "If the
Mission or corresponding field agency approves of this use of funds, the money can be
appropriated at once. The field agency should inform us of its approval and appropriate action vdll be taken accordingly. If after full consultation the field desires
an adjustment in the use of its share of the funds so that other needy projects may
be financed, it may make the request of the Board, furnishing adequate covering data. "
Please note tliat your official field action is necessary before these funds can be
used, IVe would urge you to take action and put this money to v/ork as soon as possible.
Note that funds for Industrial Evangelism, Literacy and Literature, and Stewardship
are also available after special consultation,

On page 8, Section C, the Board set up a special fund of $900,499 for capital
( 2 )
expenditures in special projects, buildings and equipment. The General Assembly in
May approved the transfer of $580,000 from the Restoration Fund, wliich makes most of
these capital expenditures possible. We urge you now to present your plans and
requests for these funds. We want to make the money available to you at the earliest
possible moment.
’

-3'

Study Fellovfship on Communism and Christianity
On page 4 of the letter we spoke of TThe Study Fellowship on matters related to
Communism and the Christian approach in Communist areas. In this Fellov/ship selected
missionaries from each field are spending a semester in the United States in taking
courses under the best academic leadership and in seminars directed by experienced
missionaries and nationals from Communist controlled countries. These missionaries
\d-ll carr;y' back and put into effect on their respecti"ve fields the results of this
stud;^*, ”

This study was already in operation at the time the letter was vnritten. It has
now been completed and the reports are being prepared. Some of their suggestions
vdll be available soon for your consideration. We urge the fullest co-operation in
the Board's suggested plan that the missionaries vjho return to the field from the
Study Fellovjship be sufficiently free from other assignments to continue their studies
and adequately share their results vdth missionaries and national leaders. We
particularly stress the value of your fullest co-operation in conferences to be led by
these missionaries on their return. All of this vdll be of practical significance
to the re-evaluation of your program.

At the Pre-Assembly Conference this year a panel discussion including three of
the missionaries who had participated in the Study Fellowship was very greatly
appreciated by the Commissioners, Vi'e have discovered that Christians here in America
are grateful that Hission groups are really coming to grips vdth this problem and
trying to seek a Christian answer. The Division of Foreign I/Iissions of the National
Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A, has been impressed by v/hat our missionaries have done and is setting up another Study Fellowship for 1952. At their request
v;e are loaning to them Dr, Charles W. Forman of India who acted as E:cecutive Secretary
for our Board' s Study Fellowship, We are sure all of you vdll be greatly encouraged
by this indication that our planning at this point is already producing results.
Our experience with this General Letter #112 has demonstrated to all of us the
value of its suggestions, but also the relative futility of dealing vdth them unless
we give ourselves tine to study and implement them. We welcome any suggestions that
you may have that vdll enable all of us to serve more adequately God's Kingdom in
our time.
Sincerely,

THE FOREIGN COWICIL
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TO THE MISSIONARIES:
Faced with the cruciaf political and spiritual tensions of our time, the Board and its executive staff, in conference with field administrators, missionaries and visiting nationals, as well as with interdenominational leaders,
have been studying carefully and prayerfully our work overseas and have formulated a strategy for Presbyterian
responsibility in the world-wide Christian mission. We know you have heard something of the development of
this through both the area and functional secretaries. We now send you the details of this strategy and suggestions
for

its

implementation.

May we first outline the events
summer and fall and the position

months in this connection. As the war in Korea developed
and Churches, both in Korea and China, became increasingly difficult, and as the world situation in general became critical for all missionaries and Churches, the Administrative Committee asked a group to study the problem of the Board’s strategy as related to these conditions. During
the same period the International Missionary Council was conducting a similar study. The findings of the group
were brought to the Executive Council and, after prolonged discussion by all the Councils, were embodied in a
another time of testing for Christian faith. The document w^as presented to
tentative “Plan of Action” for this
the Board at its January meeting and was approved as a “Manual of Operations” in a time of crisis.

last

of the last few

of our missionaries

—

This strategy was then made the basis of the agenda of the Staff-Field Administrator Conference in February.
As you know, field representatives or mission secretaries attended this conference from most of our fields. Their
combined counsel was of incalculable assistance as the details of the strategy were studied literally for days. Both
the principles involved and the financial implications were taken up one by one and agreement reached. One item
which impressed us all was how adequately, and surely providentially. Leadership Training, which is the Board’s
special emphasis for 1951 in the Five Year Program, fitted into the new strategy, even though it was projected
fully three years ago. The same will be true of the emphasis on Christian Community Services in 1952.
Following

—

the Staff-Field Administrator Conference, various committees have spent much time on how best to follow through
on the conference decisions. The plan of strategy and the implementing actions were brought to the Board’s committees and to the Board itself and were approved at the meeting on March 13th.
results of this study and subsequent Board actions to date are given to you below in two documents.
“Plan of Action” as finally approved. This is being shared not only with you but with leaders in the
home Church, ilt has not been edited as a popular document but has purposely been left in the form of a “Manual
of Operations,” which is what it is. Second, you will find a summary of actions connected with the strategv. You
will note that the Board is so much in earnest as to the importance and urgency of this strategy that every effort has
been made to find special funds to supplement the regular budget, in order that there shall be a worthy beginning
in carrying out this plan of action.

The

First, the

As you read

will feel, as we have done, that their important emphases
and new spiritual potential in this plan is the important
thing. For this reason the World Fellowship of Prayer, which is included, was initiated in January and is alreadv
in operation in all our fields and in the home Church. At the heart of the plan are really two things: first, the
aeceleration of evangelism
a new urgency in the proclamation of Jesus Christ as Savior of a lost world, in the
sin of which our own country is deeply involved; and, secondly, a new stress on the indigenous Church as the only
sure vehicle for the dynamic penetration of the Gospel into this time of trouble and testing.

the documents below,

are not financial, as necessary as these

we

may

trust that

be.

The

you

great

—

I

A PLAN OF ACTION FOR A TIME OF TESTING
This paper shall be a “manual of operations” for the Board throughout the
proved and adjusted from time to time.

— —
1

crisis

period as

it

may

be ap-

1 he council or coniinittee, as indicated by code letters or name,* shall he responsible for the study and implementation of the item designated, through the Executive Council and the Board.

The Administrative Committee
and thorough implementation.

shall

keep

this

paper high on

its

agenda

in

order to assure co-ordination

The Executive Council

shall meet each week in order to consider reports on the Crisis Strategy and to join
world-wide crisis prayer fellowship.

in the

As we enter another time of testing, let us remember constantly and prayerfully: “Every man’s work shall
for the day shall declare it. because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every
mans work of what sort it is
And ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s.”
be inade manifest:

.

The Relevance

I-

.

.

of our Christian Mission in this

Time

of Testing

Recognizing that the Church again faces a time of testing, we affirm our conviction that whether peace or war
before us, Christian faith is adequate to meet the situation. We face the present and approach the future, calm in
spirit and confident in action.
lies

W

e dare to believe that persistent good will and the spirit of reconciliation can yet bring stable peace out
of the present welter of uncertainty, fear and local conflict.
know that the world-wide Christian mission exerts
a mighty influence to that end.

We

Nevertheless, if all efforts to achieve peace should fail, the tested experience of Christian commitment in the
past wars proves the unconquerable fellowship and testimony of the world Christian community.
Moreover, the
very fire of war has always thrown its own deadly but revealing light upon the relevance of the Christian mission
both to the causes of war and the things that make for peace.

We are determined that no basic element in the purpose and motivation of our Christian mission shall be
abandoned. For we know' Him whom we have believed and are persuaded that God in Christ alone is able to redeem, restore, re-create and resurrect.
Come what may, there must be an immediate and strategic strengthening of the Christian mission. If circumstances prevent advance extensively, or, in some places, force a temporary retreat, then the task must be done,
where it can be done, even more intensively. Everywhere the situation is urgent. In some areas the time may
be short.
Therefore, we must proceed rapidly but steadily and above all boldly and sacrificially in our mission; without fear, without hate, without hesitancy, though perhaps not always seeing the way. We must never cease seeking new ways to project in every land the ministry of reconciliation. We, ourselves, must repent as well as call
others to repentence. Universally and invincibly united in Christ, let us go forward with humility, courage, love

and

utter

II.

The

dependence

upon God.

Political Possibilities for

Which

We

Must Prepare are:

1) A prolonged state of tension with localized conflict; 2) The spreading of war throughout Asia; 3) World
4) Peace. If war spreads, every country of our Christian mission may be involved to a greater or less degree,
with possible only Africa and Latin America not in the areas of actual conflict.

War;

We shall adjust our strategy to meet any exigency. That which follows here will be thought through and
prepared and implemented according to the existing circumstances. In all that we do, however, we must preserve
the stability of our existihg program while making adjustments which shall bring that program more adequately
to hear on any crisis situation.
III.

A
1.

Urgent Action in the Field of Operations
Top

Priorities

“Put our house
(ll

By making

(2)

By

2.

order” without delay:

certain

that

re-evaluating the

essential

to

in

that they

national Christian leadership predominates in every field.
in all fields, and where necessary, reconditioning the
be adequately prepared for the crisis period.

work

may

In certain critical areas advance funds
meet imminent emergencies.

to

enable Missions and Churches to

enterprises

deemed most

(FC)

make adjustments

to

the crisis or

Give right of way to spiritual development and evangelism; particularly industrial evangelism, rural evangelism, stewardship training and two way international spiritual emphasis fellowships betw'een our home Church and
3.

the younger Churches.

*FC

HBC

(FC

AC

I

Foreign Council
Home Base Council

AC
PMC

— 2—

Administrative Committee
Personnel-Medical Council

4.

Increase

drastically

provision

the

of

funds

for

reacliinji

the

mitids

of

peoj)!e

overseas

with

timeliness

the

and dynamic of the Christian message, through the use of literature, pictures, and rarlio programs, sending out
pertinent materials available in the United States hut also emphasizing the production of such materials and
FC
programs on the field.
(

)

Keep the home Church sensitively aware of emerging relief needs
and materials contrihuted as an essential part of our Christian witness.

overseas

5.

(

HBC

administer

anrl

FC)

relief

fumls

.

.

Communicate with missionaries in particularly dangerous places as to remaining at their jrosts, acknowledging the inestimable significance in many circumstances of their continuing witness, hut urging prayerful and
most careful consideration, especially in consultation with their national colleagues, as to the value of remaining in
FC
AC)
the face of possible internment or acute nationalism.
6.

(

and collectively.
In particular, institute a
Buttress this crisis strategy with special prayer,
7.
world-wide prayer fellowship with our missionaries and their related Churches by sending to all our fields a
monthly prayer fellowship letter with suggestions for united prayer, this letter to be prepared each month by a
individually

different Christian

community

across the world.

(Spec.

Com.

I

Fluid Strategy for Specwl Crucial Situations

B.

1.

Meet

as positively as

may

be possible the situation in China:

as it is possible, we shall keep contact with the Church and Christian institutions in China. Chinese
Christians have expressed earnest desire that we cooperate in this time of special cbncern. Therefore, as
long as it may be done, we must render assistance to the effective Christian ministry of the Chinese Church
For many years we have encouraged the
as it moves toward its goal of achieving progressive self-support.
Church toward this goal. Furthermore, we shall give backing to all missionaries who decide and are able

As long

to

remain

at their posts in

China.

We

shall carry on a vigorous program in Hongkong with its multiplying church and institutional activities,
including three large refugee schools from the mainland. Here, especially, we can develop closer contacts
with the Chinese Church and, through a selected group of workers, serve this refugee center of over two mil-

lion people.

In Hongkong, also,
2.

we

shall establish

Meet positively the situation

in

a base for aiding Chinese communities in Southeast Asia and Formosa.

Korea:

(1) Maintain personnel and funds to serve the Korean Church both in South Korea and on nearby islands.
Relief should include an organized program of work and training.
(2)

Keep before the home church the continued need
who have literally suffered on our behalf.

for

generous

funds to

relief

help

these

unfortunate

people
(3)

Provide funds for the General Assembly and the interdenominational emergency committee.
Support
must be given to widows and orphans of martyred pastors, volunteer chaplains in the Korean army,
ministers who are helping refugees and prisoners of war, and interdenominated projects of literature and
evangelism.

(4)

Train leaders and plan evangelistic and preaching projects for Korean pastors when they can return
their

to

churches.

(5)

Aid Korean Presbyterian students now

(6)

Continue service of personnel to the long-established

in

America.

Korean Church

in

Japan

and

to

the

Japanese

Christian schools.

IV.

(7)

Continue with other denominations

(8)

Investigate possible use of China missionaries in

Home Church
1.

In

all

Urgencies

interpretations

(addresses,

3.

Develop Christian mission prayer
Issue

and seminar presentations, publicity materials and letters)
any eventuality, emphasizing the divine nature of the Christian

institute

need for persistence in our world task
mission and its crucial and powerful relevance.

tian

young missionaries in Korean language study.
work among Chinese w'ar prisoners.

(HBC)

stress the

2.

a nucleus of

in

cells

in

every area and group of the Church’s

life.

occasional “crisis bulletins” which shall keep the Church alert to developments in the world Chrisfacts as to advances, adjustments, withdrawals and the basic continuing program.

movement, including

4.
Hold seminars of pastors and laity to discuss fully the circumstances, policy
seas strategy in this time of testing.
5.

and program of our over-

Create a pattern for the use of a carefully selected group of missionaries, as they
home Church in special assignments for a limited period of time.

may be

forced out of

crisis areas, to serve the

6.
Stress the need for increasing funds for overseas work, particularly
good and clear reasons for this need.
7.

ditions of

Ask

in this time of testing,

and present

selected individual donors for gifts to strengthen certain projects related directly to correcting conthe way for Communism.

human need which open

—3 —

8.
Keep under continuous study the eventual
time to appeal to the Church for rehabilitation funds.

Cooperate

9.

in

the strategy of the whole

action,10.
and emphasizing the significance
sponsibilities.

Make
\.

available

selected

re-entry into fields that

(HBC

Church

in

this

of such united strategy

Christian

nationals

may

he temporarily closed, and the

AC)

who may

emergency, sharing in interboard planning and
our ecumenical relationships and world re-

to

witness to their tested faith in the United States.

Emphasis llpon Recruiting of Missionary Personnel and Youth Commitment
The present

crisis demands more, rather than fewer, dedicated young people, with heightened qualifications
nurtures and consecration. Danger and uncertainty always provide a legitimate challenge to those of
true missionary caliber. A fresh call for recruits is needed and this should be matched, we believe, with a longrange program for reaching the minds of all our youth, without primary concern for their enlistment in full-time
overseas service.

of talent,

The

1.

for missionary recruits

call

must be made clear and

forceful, with strong

emphasis upon the follow-

(PMC)

ing:
(

1

areas of Christian opportunity are wide open. The Missions and the national Churches are urrequesting new missionaries in order to accelerate evangelism, Christian education and Christian
social services.
Such areas are Latin America, Africa, India, Pakistan and most of the Near East.
\ ast

)

gently

(

2

Certain

1

delay.

of the
(3

A

I

areas

which continue

Otherwise

it

may

to

be too

be open
late.

European countries.

limited

number

of

new missionaries

will

be recruited for training to prepare them for our re-entry
to equip them for service in other fields

China and Korea. This training should be broad enough
delay in re-entry makes this advisable.

into
if

should be supplied with missionary reinforcements without

Such areas are Japan, the Philippines, Thailand, Iran and some

New missionaries will be given special training in order to qualify them for the
they will meet wherever they are assigned overseas.

(4)

Wider vocational opportunity must be opened

(5)

fewer

men being

for

women

available because of their service in the

new

social conditions

missionaries in view of the possibility

armed

of

forces.

with the Personnel Committee of the Foreign Division of the National Council of Churches
made to the government in order to secure exemption from the armed
services for missionary volunteers.
In cooperation

(6)

of Christ, approach will be

2.
American Christians should enter many secular vocations overseas with a personal missionary purpose.
must keep the Church in America, and especially Christian student groups, informed of such opportunities,
encouraged to enlist well-qualified persons for them and assisted in training such personnel in missionary emphasis.

We

(

PMC

HBC

I

3.
As we approach Christian youth in high school, college, seminary and church groups, we must stress
the urgency of integrating the Christian mission into the whole of life through every vocation, and the particular
relevance of the Christian mission as a dynamic process of individual and social regeneration and, therefore, a
major and basic force for peace.
(HBC)

train

4.
As we prepare for the future, we must re-think the nature and functions of the missionary- vocation and
(PMC)
missionary candidates and new missionaries accordingly.

VI.

Immediate Preparations for Future Services
Give special training to missionaries and nationals

1.

(

1

)

in

the United States.

This includes:

related to Communism and the Christian approach in Communist
from each field are spending a semester in the United
missionaries
selected
areas. In this Fellowship
States in taking courses under the best academic leadership and in seminars directed by experienced
These missionaries will carry back
missionaries and nationals from Communist controlled countries.

The Study Fellowship on matters

and put
(2)

(Special Committee)

into effect

on their respective

fields the

results of this study.

training of missionaries and nationals in the U.S.A. to become functional specialists, as in:
adult literacy, Christian literature, stewardship, labor relations, community services, audiovisual techniques, etc.
Intensive

agriculture,

(3)

The provision

of additional

scholarships for missionary candidates, furloughed missionaries and foreign

students in the U.S.A.

Gather together informal groups of selected missionaries and nationals in the United States to study
2.
and counsel as to our present and future work overseas and particularly our present strategy', including the Chriscrisis period in
tian approach in Communist areas. Also offer them guidance as to the main emphases during this
(FC
AC)
interpreting, at home and abroad, the world mission of the Church.

—4 —

Compile immediately information coneerning the experience of Christians under jjre^sure. e^p»K,ially
Korea and China in recent years, with emphasis u|)on determining what j>ortion of the Christian
program may prove to be possible and most valuable under crisis conditions.
(FC)
3.

those in Eurof>e,

4.
Increase our work in research in order to give clearer background for our present and future policies.
cooperate more fully in the International Missionary Council’s study on “The Missionary Obligation of the
Church.”
(AC)

Also,

5.
Stress urgently the Leadership Training Program which we have prepared as a major emphasis in
1951, whereby the training of leaders in overseas churches and institutions is being evaluated, improved and accelerated.
(1951 Eanphasis Com.)
Immediately strengthen selected projects which demonstrate the force of the Christian program for the
6.
whole of life: e.g. India Village Service, Jibrail Rural Fellowship Center in I^banon, etc.

Ecumenical Imperatives

VII.

1.
Participate more fully in all ecumenical associations, especially in the program of the World Council
Churches, the International Missionary Council, the National Council of Churches and the .Student Volunteer
Movement, sharing with them our new strategy and expressing our desire to make this program as cooperative
and ecumenical as possible.
(AC)

of

2.
Approach the International Missionary Council to initiate at once a study which shall he undertaken in all
concerning major conditions of injustice and other factors which contribute to the depression of the people’s
life, to the breaking of hope, to attitudes of despair and hatred toward those responsible for these conditions or who
profit hy their continuance. The objective of this study should be to determine how' the Church in every land
may more effectively exert its influence toward the amelioration and eventual removal of such injustice, with positive
(FC
AC)
measures toward this end.

fields

Suggest the immediate development of a united and intensive approach in selected areas overseas where
be a rapidly enlarged and unified demonstration of Christian community services. In the five-year program of the Board, this was long ago selected as the 1952 major emphasis.
3.

may

there

Consider plans for presenting the facts of this strategy, as it may be joined with the program of other
4.
denominations of interdenominational agencies, to American communities on an interdenominational basis, seeking to implement such plans in cooperation with the Division of Foreign Missions of the National Council of Churches
of Christ.

Answer the call from Indonesia.
Upon the initiation of the International Missionary Council
(FCl
pursuance of the request of the Church in Indonesia for greatly needed assistance with funds and personnel
in this present crisis, we propose to assist in certain strategic projects and programs.
These we will meet by resources released primarily from the program in China, without weakening our commitments in other important
areas of our responsibility. Approximately seven missionaries, and funds to be determined annually, will represent
our commitment for the present, it being understood that in addition we will fulfill our commitments previously
made for reconstruction needs. This will mean the participation of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. in a crisis
program of an ecumenical nature sponsored hy the International Missionary Council in which other North Amer10.
will join.
ican Churches
5.

and

in

Share in the support of “international missionary teams” in certain areas, under the aegis of the Inter6.
national Missionary Couneil and the World Council of Churches. These teams will include personnel from both
the older and younger Churches who will serve together as missionaries to fields not now adequately occupied.
7.

Cooperate with the Division of Foreign Missions of the National Council of Churches of Christ
efficient administration of cooperative projeets both at home and abroad.

in

de-

more

veloping

Make

appropriate representation to the State Department through the Division of Forei«m Missions
of
of Christ concerning the supreme importance of maintaining the
missionary
enterprise and keeping its channel of overseas contact open in this time of crisis, even if war should come, emphasizing the relevance of Christian faith and its mission in the struggle against Communism and all forms of
8.

the National Council of Churches

totalitarianism.
9.

Join with appropriate interdenominational agencies
to members of the armed forces overseas who

by missionaries

in

providing services and an interpretive ministry
be located in mission areas.

may

Request the foreign division of the N.C.C. to develop a plan whereby American Christians in business
occupations abroad may be enrolled and utilized as “World Mission Associates” in the activities
PMC
and support of the missionary enterprise.
or government

(

VIII.

Immediate Administrative Adjustments and Provisions.
1.

total

Re-align our missionary forces overseas in order to meet crisis conditions
(Special Committee)
(PMC
FC)

and

Relocate in the U.S.A. those missionaries either on or off Board support,
crisis conditions. (Special Committee)

are unable to return to the

re-state

the

minimum

of our missionary force.
2.

field

)

due to
3.

Adjust the budget to meet

crisis conditions.

(Special Committee)

who

|

Regarding capital expenditures

4.

in

this

(FC

time of crisis:

Special

Committee)

(ll

In areas of active conflict, obviously, no capital expenditures will be made.

(2)

In areas critically threatened by conflict, no capital expenditures shall be undertaken except where
they are absolutely necessary to make adjustment to the crisis.

(3

1

In areas
as

(4)

may

where the situation

he required

is

somewhat

keep the work

to

at

less critical,

needed

only such capital expenditures shall be

made

efiiciency.

In those areas which seem relatively free from the threat of war, at least for the immediate future,
projects Involving major capital expenditures will be accelerated in order to strengthen the work for

urgent opportunities and long-range productivity and stability.
5.

Estimate and endeavor to provide for unmet urgent medical needs.

6.

Make preliminary

struction

Committee

estimate of present

and future

relief

(PMC

and reconstruction needs.

FC
(Relief

and Recon-

I

7.
Request the Restoration Fund Commission to re-allocate part of our balance of restoration funds to meet
present emergencies related to this crisis strategy.
(RRC)

II

SUGGESTED IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLAN OF ACTION
It would be wrong to suppose that the new strategy outlined above means a radical departure from what we
have done up to now. Rather, it involves a new look at what we are doing and a supplementing of it so that we
may be more adequate for our present task.

—

Our major emphasis then is upon adjustment and co-ordination how can we take what we have and use
most wisely now? As we plan these adjustments, we hope also to supplement our work at its points of greatest
need. This supplementing will take place in capital investment and in non-recurring projects within the on-going
program of the Church. We recognize that this will not meet your need for added funds in your field work budget.
\^"e sympathize with you in this need but at this time the only answer we can give to your needs is in the nonit

recurring category.

As you see from the “Plan of Action,” certain parts are assigned to the Board and staff as our responsibility.
But as far as the actual field work is concerned, the major responsibility is yours. We would suggest that you first
look at your program in the light of the present situation.
At our Staff-Field Administrator Conference it was helpful for us to have as the background for our thinking
a preliminary study which was made as to what happens to the Church under Communism. Reports from Europe,
North Korea and China indicate that a Church that is divided, dependent on foreign funds and leadership and
overly dependent on organization and top-flight officials, is vulnerable when pressure develops. The Church that
has a membership deeply rooted in the Bible, a wealth of lay leadership and a zeal for evangelism is the Church
that survives. Although we hope your Churches will not be exposed to such pressure, yet strengthening the Church
for such a possibility may well be also our best possible program for every eventuality. As this and other studies
in the relationship of Christianity to Communism are completed we will share the results with you.
It

we must

seems

we are compelled to re-examine what we are doing. At all costs
and out-witness the materialistic ideology which threatens to over-run so much of

to us in the light of these facts that

out-think,

out-sacrifice,

the world.

As you assume this responsibility and plan for the future, the Board is prepared to help you by supplementing tbe support which you now have. In conference with the field secretaries and on the basis of requests alreadv
made to us from the field, the Board has taken certain actions towards this end.

A The first such action is in the field of EVANGELISM. A total of $250,000. has been set aside to supplement the present programs of evangelism in your fields. On the basis of requests that have already come to us,
we have made provisional allocations to each of the fields in several categories. If the Mission or corresponding
field agency approves of this use of funds, the money can be appropriated at once. The field agency should inform
us of its approval and appropriate action will be taken accordingly. If after full consultation the field desires an
adjustment in the use of its share of the funds so that other needy projects may be financed, it may make the request
of the Board, furnishing adequate covering data. Such requests sihould be in New York by May 15, 1951.
From
1.

the $250,000, the following

Unmet needs

line

in

with

sums

field

(

1

1

Thailand

(

2

)

Africa

1

Brazil

(3

(4)

(5

1

(6)

totalling

$70,000 have been

set aside for

requests

$2,000
6,500
4,150
2,000
1,300

Mexico
Guatemala
Chile

P>50

— 0—

Audio-Visual Evangelism:

(7
(8l

Colombia

(9)

India
Pakistan
Iran
Syria

4,000
0,950
2,200

Lebanon

800
700

)

(10)
(11

I

(12)
(13)
(14)
15
( 16
(

1,000

Venezuela

750

8(M)

Iraq

)

Japan

)

Philippines

3,000
5,500

S42,5WJ
16,000

Scholarships
Other Projects

2.
3.

Thailand
Japan

(1)
(2)

1,500
10,000

11,500

$70,000

The following sums
listic

Projects,

Eis

totalling

$115,000 have been

set aside for Institutes,

Rural Evangelism and other Evange-

allocated to the various fields:

AFRICA
Training Institutes
Evangelistic Center,

$ 1,000
1,000
10,000
1,000

Yaounde

Halsey Press Repair
Ryter Farm, 'Metet

13.000

IRAN
Training Institutes

2,000

SYRIA-LEBANON
Training Institutes
Deir-ez-Zor, Rural Evangelism

1,000
10,000

11.000

COLOMBIA
600

Institutes

Primary Schools (teacher-evangelists)
1 Car
$3,000

@

1,000
3,000

4.600

MEXICO
Institutes

Primary Schools (teacher-evangelists)
Rural Seminary, Yucatan
3 Cars

1,200
1,000
1,800
8,000

12,000

BRAZIL
Institutes
1

Plane

Primary Schools (teacher-evangelists)
Cars

1,000
5,000
2,000
7,000

15,000

VENEZUELA
400

Institutes
1

Car

@

3,000

$3,000

3,400

CHILE
1,000

Institutes

THAILAND
Rural Institutes

1,000
1,000

Urban Evangelism

2,000

&4.000
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Brought forward
64,000

PHIUPPINES
Rural Extension at Silliman
Church Rural Survey and Project

1,500
1,500

3,000

JAPAN
3 Rural Evangelistic Projects
1 Social Service Project

7,500
2,500

10,000

INDIA

AND PAKISTAN

@

Automobiles, 6
$3,000
Institutes, 4 Missions over 3

Bicycles for rural evangelists, N.

New

Rural Staff, 3 yrs., N.
Replacement tents, Punjab

Church

roofs,

W.

18,000
9,477
1,260
5,040
1,050

yrs.
I.

I.

610

J

Itinerating costs, 3 yrs.,

W.

2,563

I.

38,000

TOTAL
Sums
1.

totalling

$30,000

and
2.

3.

4.

$65,000 have been allocated

for

Industrial
consultation.

Evangelism,

at follows:

allocations to the various fields to be

$20,000 for Literature and Literacy, allocations to the field to be
consultation.
$10,000 for

field

$115,000

made

made

later after

later

after

correspondence

correspondence and

visitation.

$5,000 for Stewardship. It is understood that in all evangelistic Institutes, stewardship would be a major
emphasis and that this fund of $5,000 will be used to supplement this emphasis wherever needed.

B The second enabling action of the Board is in regard to the more rapid INDIGENIZATION of our
Christian leadership. The present situation makes it imperative that the work of the Church come under responsible national Christian leadersihip as rapidly as possible. A fund of $30,000 has been created from which you may
make requests if grants for salaries or for training are needed as this program is put into effect. The Board action
on this is as follows:
Transfer of Christum Leadership to Nationals
recognized with gratitude that definite advance, though varying in degree from country to country, has
in the development of responsible national Christian leadership.
Our historical policy, however,
and the urgencies of the international situation demand that immediate, concrete steps be taken as rapidly
as possible to place under the control of national Christians not only churches but also other institutions and
work. It is, therefore, requested that the following steps be given careful considerations:

It

is

been made

1.

2.

A

report be made on the
ferred to nationals.

number

of institutions

whose management and administration have been

trans-

Plans be prepared to place major institutions within the next two years under autonomous boards of
to the national churches.

management responsible
3.

Plans be prepared to place nationals in administrative charge of
implement this the following steps might be considered:
a.

b.

4.

work within the next

five years.

The early selection of suitable personnel whose further experience and training should be taken
hand at once. Training might include scholarships for advanced study either at home or abroad.

A reasonable estimate of receiving grants that might be necessary to
placing unnecessary financial burdens upon institutions or work.

Where such

a

program cannot be completed within the next

alternative plans

C

all

and time

five

make

To
in

these appointments without

years, the

reasons be analyzed

and

limits be set up.

Board recognized that the failure to provide funds for CAPITAL EXPENDITLTIEIS
years has often crippled the advance of its work. We are planning in some small measure to help you
in this. The projects listed below have been approved, including important items in the property requests and also
the financial goals of the Leadership Training Program. The field agencies are asked to prepare plans to implement these projects so that grants may be made on the basis of adequate data. The present action does not make
the money available.
Its ultimate availability is still dependent upon the action of General Assembly in May with
reference to the possible transfer of Restoration Fund balances.
In a third action the

in these last

—8 —

Special Projects, Buildings and
Audio-Visual,

(1951 regular budget)

fields

all

Equipment

Study Fellowship on Approach

to

SI 2,9.50

Communism

19,000

Leadership Training, the Special Emphasis for ’51 (Guaranteed
Exchange of Church Leaders
2,000
Visitation of Fields
3,000
Expenses in U.S.A
3,200
Information Overseas
2,500
5,000
Scholarships and Fellowships
Special Projects
5,000

20,700

Leadership Training (To he made available only as

85,800

i

specific gifts are received)

Exchange of Church Leaders

'Scholarships and Fellowships

8,000
3,000
1,300
40,000

Special Projects

33, .500

Visitation of Fields

Expenses

in U.S.A.

AFRICA

146,000

To help liquidate hospital debts
Cameroun Christian College
Dager Seminary (Leadership Training)
Batouri

20,000
100,000
20,000
6,000

BRAZIL

53,719
Recife Seminary
Rio Verde Hospital
Ponte Nova Hospital
Porto Feliz

25.000
6,719
5.000
2.000
15.000

Nursing Education

CHILE

3,000
Additional for Student Center

COLOMBIA

41,950

Ibague Seminary Building
Barranquilla Clinic
Barranquilla Boys’ School

(reconditioning)

30,000
1,950
10,000

EURTfPE

50.000

Various

ECUADOR

10.000

Residence

INDIA

161,480

United Christian Schools
Etah Girls’ School
Sangli Primary School
Fatehgarh Hospital
Kolhapur Hospital
Allahabad Dispensaries
Vellore Medical School
Ludhiana Medical School
Kolhapur School

86,345
24,180
3,000
7,955
3,000
5,000
10,000
10,000
1 2,000

Hamadan Dispensary

20,000
20,000

IRAN

40.000
Hospitals

— equipment

IRAQ

65.000

Baghdad

Girls’

School

JAPAN

3,000

Hokuriku

Girls’ School

MEXICO

20.000

Mexico City Student Center, (land)

—9—

PAKISTAN

27,900

Raiwind Boys’ School
Lahore Lnion Hospital

$22,900
5,000

PHILIPPINES

8,000
_

Leadership Training Project

SYRIA-LEBANON

19,000

Rural Fellowship Center
Deir-ez-Zor, Building for Rural

Jibrail

Work

Deir-ez-Zor

Hospital
Leadership Training Project
Hamlin Sanitarium

9,500
5,000
2,000

500
2,000

THAILAND
5-year

50,000

Program

VENEZUELA

40,000

Caracas School, Classroom Building

CONTINGENT

10,000

VARIOUS FIELDS

13,000

TOTAL

$900,499

In order to meet these needs the Board is examining every possible source of funds. These funds cannot come
from the regular budget and therefore, must be non-recurring grants. You will note that this confines the use of
new' money to projects which can be completed in one or two years.

The Board

is examining all balances held by missions and took the following action to thb effect:
was VOTED to ask each Foreign Portfolio Secretary to correspond with the Missions concerning
the unused balances of special and regular appropriations made prior to December 31, 1949. A complete report shall be presented to the Executive Council by September 1, 1951. It is understood that
such balances must come under ’annual review and shall be cancelled unless their continuance is approved by formal action of the Foreign Council.

It

in

The Board is also seeking to use all of its own available resources in this present emergency. It has already
hand just over half of the total contemplated and is reasonably sure that the other half will be available by June

1st.
list

You should move ahead
will

with field plans as rapidly as possible with the expectation that grants in the project
he made as soon as the total is complete.

All of you, especially those on furlough, should remember that this list of evangelistic projects and capital
expenditures comprises the Board’s Project List for 1951. Any money raised should be channeled to this list if
churches desire credit on their benevolence budget.

The above actions of the Board are intended to free its resources in order to support your program in the
present situation. But after all is said and done the major responsibility is yours. V’e can help, hut the work of
Christ in our time will move ahead only as you, our colleagues on the field, formulate and carry out, by God’s grace
and power, plans for His kingdom adequate to the present need.
Sincerely yours,

THE EXECUTIVE COU’NCIL

-
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Informal Statement by Rev, John A. Mackay, D.D.
Regarding the General Situation in East Asia
(Note:

This statement v;-as made to the members and staff of the Board of Foreign
Missions of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. immediately after Dr, Mackay*
return from East Asia, The statement was compiled from stenographic
notes and has not been checked by Dr, Mackay,)

This visit to East Asia was brief and intensive.
It v/as brief because little
time was available and also because air travel made it possible to give to visitation
in the different countries time v^hich would have been othervd.se more than consumed
in ocean travel,
I tried to divide the time as equitably as possible betv.'een the
four countries of Japan, Korea, the Philippines and Thailand. While brief, the
visit vras really intensive, in fact more intensive than any visit I have ever paid to
a region or country.
It v/as quite different from going around Latin America, v/here
each country was only a prolongation of the other countries and one was basically at
home in all of them. Here each country was a newly discovered world where old
patterns had been shattered and nev/ patterns had not yet been formed. Having
immediately to plunge into one’s program required an effort and adjustment in each
case and I am thankful to God that He sustained me so that I was able to fill each
engagement.

The intensive character of the visit vras due to the fact that I xms representing
an international organization and it v;as not willing that I should make myself at
home with Presbyterians exclusively. There were meetings with churches and church
leaders, vdth institutions whose faculties I met with, to whose students I spoke,
addresses to Masons in the Philippines and Rotarians in Bangkok; and, beyond all that,
meetings v/ith missionary friends and colleagues. I think the most intensive program
was in Japan, when on four different occasions I met vdth groups of Japanese church
leaders for five and a half hours at a time in seminars, where I spoke consecutively
on the three topics, evangelism, theology, and church unity.
The most intensive day
vjas that one v/hen at 12:30 I met General MacArthur for an hour and a half, at 2:00
P.M. I met the Emperor, and at 3i00 P.M. sat vdth the church leaders in Tokyo for
several hours.
I was particularly happy not only to be able to get the point of view of the
church leaders and share impressions vdth them but also to get the thoughts of a good
many government officials, including the President of the Philippines, the President
of Korea, the Prime Minister of Thailand, and a number of our American diplomats in
those countries.
I found in East Asia, coming into it for the first time but vdth a certain amount
of missionary experience behind me and a certain amount of reflection on our human
situation today, that there are in that great region three veiy decisive realities
v;hich are determining and will determine more and more the future of East Asia both
in the secular and the religious areas.
i

The first is the abyssmal void, the colossal emptiness, that is at the heart
It is, of course, no
of East Asia in literally every sphere of that region’s life.
more than an unusually momentous and tragic expression of the kind of vacuum that is
at the heart of our vjhole contenporary situation. You have it in the political realm
in its most catastrophic aspect. The most patent form is in Japan, vdth the structure
of imperial grandeur demolished, the dream of destiny utterly shattered and the
bottom gone out of one's basic world viev; and nothing left but pure emptiness. In
that situation the traditional tendency on the part of the Japanese people to give
adulation and acquiescent obedience to pcv:er has been transferred from the ancient
In human history
seats of power to the persons of the new and beneficent conqueror.
a
of dreams
people,
full
v/hich
there has never before been the kind of conquest in
and
so vdthout
and buttressed by supreme armed might, so immediately, so naturally,
beneficent
a
any resentment that could be discovered, put themselves at the mercy of
I,

- 2-

Not that it is going to continue but you can see that the Japanese
conqueror.
I
spirit is lost and it feels it has something in the magnanimity of the victor.
listened to General MacArthur expound his whole philosophy in these words: "YAiat we
have wanted to do is to give expression to a new idea, the idea that the Sermon on
the Mount should be taken seriously and should be lived." That, I believe, is the
spirit around which the Japanese spirit is turning in the immediate present.

There is a tragic void in Korea, a liberated country, and a void that is
expressed at the political level, where a country now freed is inexorably divided,
and vfhere every political policy and every economic source and all national thinking
have got to be directed to the problem of the 38th parallel, for unless that is
solved Korea is going to be impoverished.
One can sense the tragedy of it all in the
voices of young men singing and training an hour before dawn every morning, waiting
to be hurled against the 38th parallel.
The void extends to the ethical realm. Everyone agrees that there has taken
place a total breakdown in morals and personal integrity, as v/ell as collective
integrity. The good that the ancient religions had no longer gives support to the
honor of integrity in personal relations.
In China Confucianism as an ethical system
has entirely broken dovm. All faith v/as lost in the Nationalist Government because
Into this
of corruption of officials and people could no longer trust in anything.
void Communism came with a positive note. In Thailand I v/as told that no one there
I was told
could trust another, that lying v/as a fine art and taken for granted,
that in the Thai tongue there is no v/ord for the concept of integrity.

There is clear evidence that the ancient religions of that area had really no
adequate interpretation to offer to the new revolutionary’’ situation and nothing to
meet it. According to authentic report, in neither Buddhism nor Shintoism is there
that kind of indoctrination going on that would tend to give religious instruction or
provide religious help in those religions. The masses are interested in Shintoism
in relation to birth and marriage, and are clinging to Buddhism because it takes
care of burial,
Thailand is one of the great Buddhist centers of the world, v/here
Buddhism is the state religion, and yet you have the feeling that at any moment the
vAiole thing could dissolve.
T\vo symbolic impressions of Thailand v/ere left to me
v/hich appear to me to be emblems of the deep void.
Dr. Visser *t Hooft and I v/ere
privileged to put a v/reath upon the urn of the late murdered King of Thailand, v/here
he lies in a gorgeously adorned mausoleum.
His body is being kept embalmed pending
the return for coronation of the nev/ monarch, at which time cremation in the orthodox
manner v/ill take place. There is no sign of the young king*s coming. And not far
av/ay lies the recumbent form of an immense Buddha, one hundred feet long, a symbol
of the Buddha and of Buddhism and religious reality in Thailand,
It is not the
symbol of careless repose in sleep nor yet of the waxy pallor of death and dissolution,
but the open eyes and rigid pose indicate a deliberate abstraction frcm the reality
of life at a time when the assumptions of the whole Buddhist faith of a static human
order are being dissolved; in other words, a religion teaching abstraction from life
at a time when the country was about to ^o through an historic reshaping.
It v/as
clear to me that the half open eyes in search of Nirvana had nothing more to give to
a revolutionary period.
The grandeur of Christianity is that it is an historical
faith and that the v/ill of God is done in history.
It is a faith that takes history
seriously, that has an interpretation to give for v/hat is taking place and has some
light to shed on v/hat v/ill take place on the morrow.

The second major reality is the ubiquitous Communist. He is everynvhere in East
General MacArthur has thought it is not serious in Japan but I v/as told that
it was in the countryside,
Kagawa told me the menace is very* real. There is quiet
underground v/ork going on.
In Korea it is not confined to the area north of the 38th
parallel. There are focal points throughout the south.
Police stations are encircled
by sandbags. The ministers of the republic are going around wdth armed guards.
Helen Kim never goes out through the walks of her lovely’’ campus without an armed
II,

A.sia,
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guard behind her. Communist leaders are at the head of the "Hukbalahap" movement in
the Philippines,
In Thailand the 18 Chinese newspapers have all gone Communist,
China is now and vdll be Communist for a long time to come. There the Communists
have overrun and dominate the entire country, Vdth that reality East Asia will have
to live and deal and in terms of that reality Christianity will have to live and
vrork,

III, The youthful Church in East Asia is the dominating and supreme reality.
It is
a Church of fifteen million outside the Roman Catholic Church,
The young churches
are grovdng, becoming more vital, acquiring a greater sense of responsibility and

unity, with some immense congregations, as in Korea and Sumatra,
I asked myself vfhere in those lands particularly v/as the void the greatest, the
revolutionary situation most real, the ancient patterns shattered. In Korea the void
has been for a long time because the missionaries never had to face organized religion.
They can go in and possess the land because there is nothing organized. This is not
so true in Thailand,
In the Philippines the situation is propitious for Christianity,
In Japan, where the ancient patterns were strong, there the church vras less strong,
but the ancient patterns are rapidly dissolving with the supreme opportunity in the
church's history.
I cannot- exaggerate the tremendous possibilities of an impact
being made for Christianity. It is my reasoned judgment that China is going to
become the greatest field of all for the Christian religion.

Coming to Bangkok, I vriLll endeavor to interpret the conference.
It v;as the
first regional meeting in East Asia of Christians in those lands, sponsored by the
V/orld Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council, It met in one
of our own Presbyterian institutions in a most appropriate setting.
Everybody vms
delighted v^ith the hospitality,
I would say first of all that there xras an
overv/helming impression of the reality of historical change.
The conference members
shared this sense with one another.
Never had it come home to them hovr completely
a -world pov^rer had been humiliated, defeated.
The erstwhile colonies of Japan - Korea,
the Philippines, Indonesia - had been set free,
India and Pakistan v^ere free. China
had turned Communist, This was a totally different East Asia from v/hat it was ten
years ago. All this was in the minds of the members, vd.th the consciousness that
they had to brace themselves to deal 'with the total change which had come to them and
their countries and to fit into it in a creative, constructive, redemptive way.

My first major impression from the conference was that the essential task is
The
the same for all countries, to re-orient and re-make life under new conditions.
conference went on record as saying that tvro things in Communism must be distinguished.
On the one hand is the aspiration of social justice, which has nothing to do with
Marxism or Stalinism, and which has been on the march for a long time. This is a
nevif type of social revolution.
On the other hand Marxism, Stalinism, Communism have
taken over the control of the thought and attitude of many people in those areas v/ho
v/ere aspiring after social revolution.
So you have hosts of people who are in
Communism because they are sick to death of the v/hole fabric of feudalism, \7ho have
lost faith in corrupt rulers, and who grasp at any form of povrer which seems to be
interested in their problems and offers any solution. This distinction was also made,
namely, that in April 19U8 there took place an historical change in at least the tactic
of Communism in China.
Previous to that there had been ruthlessness and brutality
in Manchuria v/here the Communists were in povrer. But then Communists became absolutely
iTiodel in their dealings v;ith the people in the areas they overran.
Soldiers v;ere v/ell
disciplined, incapable of being bribed, refusing to billet themselves where not w^anted,
paying their way, V/hen they were cared for in hospitals, letters came back of
appreciation for the kindness and courtes}’’ received. There is a unanimity of affirmation on this score, that for the last eighteen months the old nithlessness has not
been knovm for the most part, and our work has gone on - teaching, preaching, etc.

There are certain things very interesting in the v;hole situation: the symbols
In the north, Liao Tze Tung and
Stalin, in central China, Mao Tze Tung and Chinese leaders, in the south, l.Iao Tze
There is evidence that the Russians are proceeding very warily
Tung and Sun Yat Sen.
v/ith the Chinese.
There is not much evidence of direct leadership by the Russians,
Russia is going very cautiously, knov;ing \7hat happened to other povrers that
intervened in China’s affairs. Nationals and missionaries say that prospects for
Christian vrork were much worse in the Boxer uprising and in 1927-28 than new. Of
Those in Korea feel
course, v^hat they may do in the future is a different matter.
Chinese
Christians
are full of hope
that the Chinese are much too optimistic. But
I
regarding tomorrovr and they say in any case it is not for a Christian to flee,
discovered that the policy of our Board to encourage standfastness has been borne
out absolutely by the facts.
I do not see hov; the Communists can respect those Chinese
who ran from them,
I have the feeling that in China, because of a number of circamstances, many fears are going to be destroyed and history is going to fool logic,
because history never develops in accordance v;ith logic. The Lord God Omnipotent
reigneth. We do not know, but vra have reason for hope and faith that we have not
committed any tactical or strategic error v/hen we asked our people to stand fast.
of conquest changed as the legions moved south.

My second major impression is of a new regional unity in East Asia. This v;as the
first time these people had gotten together. Any former unity was imposed from the
outside.
The whole pattern in East Asia is changing, vfith a unity that has grovm out
of this void.
This
Those people in all the islands feel that they belong together.
was a microcosm of the different kinds of countries which belong together, not only
because of contiguity but because of history.
It is perfectly clear that that v.'hole
region belongs together and will be more and more self-conscious as one of the great
regions of the world growing up together. In this new regional unity the church exists
and the International Missionary Council must link these people together.
The third thing that came out was an overwhelming impression of the uniqueness of
the Christian revelation.
There was an absorption in the uniqueness of Jesus Christ
and Christianity.
They felt themselves so immersed in a crucial and historical movement,
with a tremendous task to be done which other religions were unable to do anything
about, that their gaze was concentrated on what they had.
Fourthly, they were so gripped, oveir;helmed, by the necessity of proclaiming the
Christian gospel that when we Y/ere going to have a discussion as to hov7 Christianity
could be related to the other religions, the ivhole thing became rather academic. They
felt they had in Christianity what v;as needed and that they wanted to concentrate on
proclaiming the Gospel. Race, nationalism, every question of dissent was ignored in
dedication to that great task. There was no shov; of nationalism, no spirit of tension
betv/een missionaries and others.
What has happened there has been comparable to the
case of Lord Kelvin.
He did not work out all the formulae of his discoveries but took
a leap, and others followed him and v;orked out the mathematical formulae.
So these
Christians are taking the leap and others v:ill come on who will v;ork out certain
cultural relations. Their task now is to proclaim the Gospel,

What I have seen in East Asia has committed me more basically than ever to the
belief that Jesus Christ shall reign and that hovrever long this revolutionary period
may continue, we ourselves are going to vrLtness unthought-of triumphs of the Gospel
and our successors are going to v/itness even more.
This is certain because Christianity is never so creative and redemptive as when v;orld orders are being dissolved, as
they now are in the abysmal void of East Asia, v/ith no real competitor but Communism,
And as to Communisnv it will in the end be virrecked upon the solid rock of human nature,
because neither Marxism nor Stalinism can re-make man into the image conjured up by
their imaginations - that of a 'wholly materialistic creature v/ithout a spiritual
dimension in his life. The great human spirit wants its Maker and Redeemer,
I am
clearer than ever that we are crossing the threshold of the Christian mission’s
supreme moment in East Asia,
Division of Literature and Publications
December 22, 19h9
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January 19, 1951
Korea Bulletin #6

Confidential - Not for Publication

To the Friends and Supporters of our Korea Mission

Dear Friends;
Recent news from Korea gives assurance of the safety of all our missionaries and of the great majority of the Korean Christian leadership.
Rev, Edward Adams, Rev, Archibald Campbell, Dr. Horace H. Underwood, Rev,
John T, Underwood, Rev. Earle J. Woodberry, Mr, James M. Phillips, and Mr, Raymond C.
Provost, Jr,, are in the Taegu- Pusan area as missionaries. Rev, Harold Voelkel, Dr,
Howard F, Moffett, and Mr. Horace G, Underwood, along with Mr. Richard l&iderwood, are
vd-th the Armed Forces in the same area.
Rev, Francis Kinsler is at present in Japan
as relief liaison man, but is going back to Pusan soon. Rev. Harry J. liill is also in
Japan for a brief rest after these strenuous months in Korea,
These missionaries have 'assisted in the evacuation of the Korean Christian
leadership from Seoul, and are ministering to them and their families in the refugee
centers of the South,

Conferences on the refugee situation, as it applies to Christians, have
been held in Tokyo, Pusan, and Washington, A cablegram from Rev. Edward Adams in Pusan
on January l8th is our most recent news;
"STARTED DAILY SUBSISTANCE RATION SUPPLEIffiNTING UN EFFORTS FOR ALL DENOMINATIONS
INCLUDING PASTORS mBOWS LAY PREACHERS BIBLE WOMEN SEMINARY STUDENTS WHEN
DESIRABLE STOP CONCENTRATING ON GUIDING ABOVE CATEGORIES TO TWO ISUNDS ClffiJUDO
AND KUJEDO EVACUATION BEYOND TUTS NOT CONSIDERED DESIRABLE."
Mr. Adams may be coming to New York for the Board’s Staff Conference
'bruary 10 to l5« In the meantime, it can readily be seen that funds for relief are
c
speratel' needed and that relief goods must be collected for shipment. Some relief
jods for Korea have already been shipped from the Church World Service collection
centers at; (l) New Windsor, Maryland; (2) 3lU6 Lucas Street, St, Louis 3, Mo,; (3)
Church World Service Center, c/o Pacific Ports Industries, Inc,, 10901 Russet St.,
Oakland, California. We are already advancing funds for relief in Korea now against
possible receipts either from individuals or from the "One Great Time of Sharing",
which will have primary emphasis on Korea,
!

The rest of our Korea missionaries are in Japan, continuing their work
with the Korean Church there, in Japanese Christian schools, or in language study.
Rev, E, Otto DeCamp and his family are on the vray to the United States where Mr. DeCamp
along with Miss Marion E, Hartness, will be the Korea representatives in a Study Fellowship here in New York, studying the relationship of Christianity to Communism.

We thank God for the safety of our friends and we pray for His blessing
on the multitude of people made homeless by the hostilities in Korea,
Sincerely,

JCS;ZF

John Coventry Smith

»

Gible Addiess "IncuJcale,

Telephone Watkins 9-2000

New Yoik”

foreign Missions

and Overseas Jnterehurek

The Board
of the Preshyterian

Serviee

of Foreign Missions

Church

in the

156 Fifth Avenue,

United States of America

New York

10, N.

Y.

February 20, 1951
To the Members of the Korea Mssion

Dear Friends:
This is to share with you the sad news contained in the following cablegram, which has just been received from Dr, Horace H, Underwood’s family in Tokyo,
Japan:
"DR. UNDERWOOD DIED PUSAN TUESDAY EVENING FEBRUARY niVENTIETH.

Dr* Underwood returned to Japan under Government auspices early in Oct.
1950 , but on the 6th of December secured his transfer to the Mission and began to
serve once more in Seoul. After the first of the year he and his son John assisted in the evacuation of refugees and for a time were in Taegu, Later they moved
to Pusan. Recently a very descriptive letter was sent to us by Dr. Underwood of
the travel from Taegu to Pusan and of their activities in the port city.

All of us have known for several months that Dr. Underwood’s return to
Korea involved considerable risk as to his health. However, even now we know that
he would not have had it otherwise, and that he is satisfied that his death came
in his beloved Korea,
Also in Korea are Horace Grant and Richard, who are both with the Armed
Forces, Grace is in Tokyo with Hrs, Horace G, Underwood and young Horace, James
and his family are at Hancock, New York,
If you wish to write the various members of the family, the addresses
are as follows:

Rev. John T. Underwood, c/o American Embassy, APO 59, c/o Postmaster,
San Francisco, Calif omia
Rev, and Mrs. Horace G, Underwood (and Grace), Com, Nav, FE, Navy No,
1165 , c/o FPO, San Francisco, California
Rev, James T, Underwood, Hancock, New York

We do not have Dick’s address, but letters sent either to John or Horace
Grant would reach him.
Sincerely,
John Coventry Smith

ly'

Cable Address "Inculcate,

New

York”

Telephone Watkins 9-2000

foreign Missions and Overseas Jnterehureh Serviee
The Board

of Foreign Missions

of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America
156 Fifth Avenue,

New York

10, N. Y.

Rev, Horace H, Underwood, Hi, D,

Memorial Mnute
Adopted by the Presb3rberian Board of Foreign Missions
March 13, 1951

The Board made record of the death of the Rev. Horace Horton Underwood, Ph.D,,
of the Korea Mission on February 20, 1951, in Pusan, Korea.

Horace Horton Underwood was bom in Seoul, Korea, on September 6, I89O, His
parents were Dr. and iitrs, Horace Grant Underwood, the first evangelistic missionaries
of the Presbyterian Board in Korea.^ The son pursued his studies first in Korea, then
at Bordentown Military Institate, and finally at New York University, where he graduated in 1912. The same institution was later to grant him the Ph.D. degree as the result of studies pursued while on furlough from Korea.
Dr. Underwood taught in Korea from 1912 as an affiliated missionary of the
Board, and after his marriage in 1916 to Miss Ethel Van Wagoner was appointed as a regular missionary and assigned to Seoul. He became an instructor first at the John D,
Wells Acaden^ and then professor at Chosun Christian College. In 1928 he became vicepresident of the College and in 193U its president. In 19hl because of anti-foreign
pressure from the Japanese government he resigned as president and since that date has
served as president-emeritus.
On December 8, 19Ul, Dr. Underwood was interned in Korea by the Japanese but
returned to the United States with his family the following summer on board the repatriation ship, "Gripsholm”. He served for a time in the Division of l^aecial Gifts and
Annuities of the Board, and then with the United States government as preparation was
made for entry into Korea after World War II. As a government employee he was among
the first to return to Korea in 19U5*

When the American Occupation in Korea was over Dr. Underwood returned to the
service of the Mission. In 19U6 he was joined by Mrs, Underwood, who in March of 19U9
was killed by Communist intruders in their home in Seoul, June of 1950 found Dr. Undeiv
wood on a much needed furlough here in the United States. By the last of September,
however, he was on his way to Tokyo as a government employee and on December 6th he
was back with the Mission in Seoul. In Januaiy he left Seoul as it was evacuated and,
after a brief stop in Taegu, he came to Pusan, where he and his son John lived in two
rooms with Korean friends on the edge of the city.
For some months Dr, Underwood had not been well. Unusual exertion affected his
heart. The journey to Pusan across the mountains was difficult for him and the last
days in the port city were not easy ones. However, two days before his death he was
able to attend a reception given by the Christians of Pusan for himself and for Dr.
Henry Appenzeller, a son of the first Methodist missionaries in Korea. It was evident
he was not feeling well, but he did speak a few words to his friends, reminding them
that the first Underwood and the first Appenzeller did not come to Korea to establish
H’esbyterianism or Methodism but to glorify the name of Jesus Christ.
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It is difficult to describe adequately the remarkable ability, the Christian
loyalty and devotion, the enthusiasm and directness of this able missionary. From the
first Horace Underwood set out to serve Christ in Korea. He found a willing helper in
Mrs. Ethel Underwood* Tog&tter they made their home, their teaching, their every thought
and action of service to Korea and the Christian Church of that land. The death of Mrs.
Undenvood was a great loss to him but he did not allow his grief to discourage or deter
him. His physical handicap this past year could not keep him from returning to the
land of his birth in her time of need. Some indication of the loyalty in the family
built on this example can be gathered from the fact that at the time of his death in
the midst of war three sons, John, Horace and Richard, were with him in Korea, and his
daughter, Grace, was not far away waiting in Japan.

Dr. Underwood will long be remembered as an educator through his book, "Modem
Education in Korea, » He was a scholar in the Korean language, publishing books on
learning Korean and an English—Korean dictionary, A brief book on the history of Christian missionsin Korea was in the process of being completed at the time of his death
and will be published in the late spring of this year. He had a facility for concise
and picturesque expression which made him an excellent writer and speaker.

When Dr, and Mrs. Unrierwood’s twin sons had completed their theological Education, Dr. Underwood was ordained along wi.th them into the Christian ministry. This was
a fitting indication of the se.r/ice he had long rendered as preacher and adviser to the
Korean Church, both in Seoul and in the country districts.
Dr. Underwood’s funeral was held in Pusan, where his body is temporarily interred
in the United Nations Cemetery. Dr. George Faik, president of Chosun Christian University and iltinister of Education in the Korean government, preached the sermon and Prime
Minister Chang also spoke for the President of Korea,
The Board would give thanks for the life of this servant of the Church and
would extend its sjmipathy to his sons. Rev, James H. Underwood of Hancock, New York:
Rev, John T, Underwood of Pusan, Koreaj Mr. Horace G. Underwood and Mr. Richard Underwood in military service in Korea ;and to his daughter, Ii/Iiss Grace Underwood in Japan.
May the heritage of two generations of loyal service continue to find expression in
the lives of these children.

LETTER FROM LT. HORACE GRANT UNDERWOC®

USNR Staff Com. NAV FE Navy No. 1165
c/o FPO, San Francisco, California
18 March, 1951

Dr# John C. Smith
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions
New York, N. Y.

Dear Dr* Smith,
I have just returned from a flaring visit to Seoul and I thought you would
like to know a little about the city. Actually, it is only a little, as I had
a very limited time in the city and had another job to doi

We flew up in a light plane yesterday* Our first and in many ways best
look was Tirhen we circled over the city several times before landing* There has
been some additional damage to the city, but after the wild news reports of "only
a pile of rubble," my first impression was very favorable. Driving around town
later, I had the same feeling* A few more buildings were damaged and one additional district, the PON CHONG section on the north flanks of South Mountain was
almost wiped out. However, there was almost no rubble in the streets and, except
for a few places here and there, no new major damage that I could see* I suppose
that when people go to look at individual pieces of property they know, they will
see much more than I did.
The most amazing and frightening thing was the city*s emptiness# Some official estimates have placed the population at about 200,000 (out of a former l,li00,
000) but I personally do not believe there were more than about 10,000 or 15>000
at the most. Only young children and old men and women were left, with almost no
exceptions# The Communists drafted all men between the ages of 15 and itO and all
the women between the ages of 18 and 35^ and took them away with them# The official estimate I mentioned was arrived at by a curious and round-about mathematics
of those left, plus those who went in, minus those who ran away, and apparently
took no account of all the draftees* It is pitiful to see the normally thronging streets empty of all traffic except two or three little children coasting in
a wagon* People no doubt will go streaming back however* The government is going
to try to stop them until things are somewhat straightened out, but Seoul is so
much the soul of the country that I doubt if they can stop the flood,

Like
I got out to the mission compound and it seemed in very good shape.
most other places, the houses were stripped of all furniture and furnishings but
the houses had not been damaged, so far as I could see. Even the windows were
in better shape than in most of the rest of the city. There was nobody in or around the compoimd, the servants houses or the Yondong Church, Both the church
and Chungsin Girl’s school seemed to be OK, after a very hasty survey, I could
not get out to the Chosen Christian University, but, from flying over it, there
seemed to be little new damage. There was one shell hole in the new roof of
Stimson Hall and I suppose the inside of the buildings is the same wanton shamble of looters’ leavings that it was before, but the buildings seemed all right,
Ewha was about the same as last October, as nearly as I co\ild see, I was certainly relieved to see the college in such good shape because I fully expected
it to be completely destroyed in the course of the past two weeks, as we shelled
and raided across the river, I am going to urge Dr. f^ik, and I doubt if it
takes much urging, to send a few of the professors there right away to look after
the property and to line up needs and requirements#
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There was apparently little deliberate damage to churches as such this
time. The West Gate Church seemed much as we left it; there again, I do not
know exactly how much was done in the way of repairs between the time I left
in October and the evacuation in early January, but it seemed to be OK. I did
not get in to the YeungNak (Bethany) Church - Dr. Han KyungChik*s church, but I
saw the steeple standing bravely above the city so I suppose it is not too badly
off at worst. The Methodist ChongDong Church seemed to be all right also. I
did not get to visit any other compounds or houses, so I cannot answer the many
questioiiSyou and the other friends of Korea would ask about the city and particular parts of it. I do not want to build up anybody for an awful let down, but
in general I would say that there is a much better than even chance that property
will be in much the same condition as it was left, always excepting window glass
and furnishings. Do not be too optimistic, though, just not pessimistic.

Through you I would like to thank all our friends for their kind remembrance
at the time of father’s death. How people go through such a time without faith
in God and without friends I do no know. Everyone here were most wonderfully kind
and helpful, and the funeral service was a tribute to our Christian missions here.
Yours sincerely,
Horace G. Underwood

KOREA:
THE COUNTRY THAT
NEVER HAD A CHANCE
K

orea

a peninsula jutting out from Eastern Asia
Yellow Sea and the Sea of Japan. Where
it joins the mainland on the North, it is bordered by
Manchuria and Russia.
The area of Korea is about that of the states of New
York and Pennsylvania combined, but only some 20 per
is

into the

cent of this land is suitable for cultivation. The unarable
portions are described in a Korean saying: “Over the

mountains,

mountains, mountains.”
Korea is the thirteenth
country in the world in population. Seventy-five per cent
of these people are farmers, and the average farm covers
only three acres of land.
The Korean people are of mainly Mongolian stock,
writes Horace Underwood, Presbyterian missionary in
Korea. They are somewhat taller than the Japanese and
lighter-skinned than either Chinese or Japanese. About
their early history there is more of legend than authentic
record, but it is certain that by the time of Christ the
Koreans had already a long period of ordered and organized government behind them.
During the long period when the Orient and the
Occident were almost separate worlds, the Koreans were
an artistic and inventive people. Some delicate sculpturings made in the first thousand years after Christ survive
to this day, and still standing is the oldest structure built
for astronomical study in the world. The Koreans invented and used the first movable metal type known
in the world, and built the first iron-clad vessel.
Korea was “opened” to the western world in 1882,
when a Korea-United States treaty was signed. The
diplomatic language of this treaty pledged each nation
to come to the aid of the other if trouble developed.
When Japan attacked their country in 1903, the Koreans

With

its

still

thirty million people,

envoy to Washington to secure American aid.
President Theodore Roosevelt refused- to see the Korean
representative, and the Japanese conquest was comsent an

pleted.

Until 1945, Japan ruled and exploited the Koreans.
Underwood describes the regime as ruthless, but
points out that some indirect benefits fell to the Koreans
Dr.

through Japanese industrialization and development of
the country’s resources. It was during this period that
South Korea’s president, Syngham Rhee, came to the
fore. In 1919, Rhee, then a pacifist, led a non-violent
revolution against the Japanese in somewhat the style
of India’s Gandhi. But the Japanese were not the Briti.sh.
and the revolution was brutally crushed at the cost of
thousands of Korean lives. The Japanese put a reward
of $300,000 on Rhee’s head, but he escaped and was

6

smuggled into Shanghai in a coffin.
At the lifting of this tyranny in 1945, the Koreans were
overjoyed. But the division of their country by the
38th parallel, agreed upon by the Big Five Powers at
Potsdam in July, 1945, left them stunned. Although only
nine million people lived north of the line, the Soviet area
included 75 per cent of the nation’s industries and most
of its valuable minerals. The handicap this division laid
on the new republic could hardly be overstated. Adding
to the burden, between 1945 and 1950, nearly three
million refugees from the rapidly-building Communist
dictatorship in the North came streaming down across
the parallel. American troops withdrew in 1948 when
had been formed, and the
had appointed a special commission to aid Korean development.

UN

a government

After several years of sporadic shows of hostility across
the 38th parallel, the North Korean army launched a
full-scale invasion in June, 1950. The
quickly voted

UN

to send a “police force” to expel the invaders.

American

troops from Japan joined the battle within a few days,
and were quickly pushed, with their Korean allies, down

the peninsula to a small beachhead. From there they
and, aided by small detachments from Britain

rallied,

and Turkey, fought the Red Korean army back up the
peninsula to the border of Manchuria. Victory seemed
assured in November, when the Chinese struck across
the border. Vastly outnumbered, the allies were pushed
back again below the 38th parallel. Some idea of the
devastation caused by this seesawing war can be gained
from the pages that follow.

ICoREANS
their

first heard about Christianity from some of
countrymen who had learned of the religion from.

Roman

Catholic missionaries in Peking, China, about
1784. But it was not until nearly a hundred years later
that Catholic missionaries actually entered the country;
in spite of initial persecutions, the Catholics remained
and their cause prospered.
Although Protestant Christianity did not gain a toehold
in Korea until 1885 when Presbyterian missionary Dr.
H. G. Underwood and Methodist H. D. Appenzeller
arrived, its growth has been unusually rapid. Early missionaries from America, England, Australia, and Canada
—most of them Presbyterian, .Methodist, and Church of
England— stressed the development of self-supporting
churches and a Korean clergy. As a result Korea has
today many strong native churches— there are 190 Presbyterian churches in Seoul alone— almost all of them selfsupporting. There are about a million Christians in all in
Korea, most of them Presbyterians.
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numbers than when their church was still standing, a Presbyterian congregation worships on the site where
church used to be. The text most often used is Romans 8:35 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”

In even greater
tlieir

—

“MORE THAN CONQUERORS”
Korean Christians are

nor principalities,
invincible,
neither death,
powers, nor things present, nor things to come” will destroy their faith.

nor

T whoChurch
he

is

.

a fellowsliip of those

belie\'e in Christ as

Lord and

no place or time, save
the days of the apostles, has that
fellowship been more closely knit or
Savior. Perhaps in

in

that belief so strong than today in the

Christian Church of Korea. Perhaps the
reason is that in Korea it has not been
easy to become a Christian, or to remain
one.

Early missionaries in Korea set a rigorous standard of Church membership,
and the Korean Church has maintained
it. One cannot join the Church merely
by indicating his willingness. One comes
first as a seeker, having previously rejected idols or fetishes. After a period of

months

several

of instruction,

he must

pass an e.\amination on the basic principles

of Christianity,

Fei{rua

I!

y

3,

1 9.1

and then

is

ac-

.

cepted on probation. He is given further
teaching. His personal habits are scrutinized. He must not drink or gamble,
he must have told non-Christians of his
enthusiasm for Christianity, he must
have attempted to learn to read and take
steps that his family is given a chance
to learn, he must also have been regular
in attendance at Sunday and midweek
services, both morning and evening. As
Dr. Horace Underwood points out,
“Whether one regards these standards as
puritanical or not, they completely dib
ferentiate the Christian from the non-

The standards make it clear
mean much to

Christian.

that Christianity cannot

man who

does not care to educate himfamily to read the Bible
regularly, who does not care enough to
tell his neighbors of ‘tbe good news,’
a

self

and

his

.

.

.

who does not separate himself from
the world’s immorality.” Non-Christians
come to realize that Christians are different.

But the disciplines laid on Christian
Korea are not all imposed by the
Church. It must alwmys be remembered
that the Church in Korea has lived under
a hostile regime for almost half a century. After the defeat of the Japanese
in 1945, the churches in the South had
five years of increased religious freedom.
But in the North came five years of increased suppression and persecution.
The Japanese cracked down on Christianity during the five years of ^^^orld
\\'ar H, but again and again North
Koreans made it clear to the missionaries
and to us that the tv'ranny of the Communist government in North Korea vvvas
life in
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ten times worse than

tliat

of the Japanese.

Pyengyang we had planned to
search out some Christians to ask them
In

they had fared. We didn’t have
them. All day a stream of
callers came to see Harry Hill, our sole
missionary in the North at the time, who
had returned to Pyengyang after an absence of ten years. They told us their

how

to look for

stories,

and Harry

Hill interpreted

At

first the Reds showed no signs of
hostility toward the Christians.
But they soon became annoyed when
Christians did not voluntarily join the
loyalty societies, pledging their first allegiance to dictator Kim II Sung. The
Reds directed their attack mainly against
the young men and children. To prevent
Christian youngsters from attending
church school, public school teachers
gave them extra chores to be performed
at the public school on Sunday mornings.
A Mrs. X, widow of a martyred pastor,
told us that when her small boys skipped
these assignments and attended Sunday
school, they were humiliated and punished on Monday morning. They were
forced to make public confession of tbeir
wrong and to clean the outside toilets
and dispose of the excrement. But children kept going to Sunday school.
At Christmas time, 1949, the Reds
played one of the dirtiest tiicks ever
perpetrated on youngsters. Without
previous warning, they kept the Christian kids in school all the night long on
the 24th of December to prevent them
from attending church on Christmas
morning. A few e.^caped and went to
overt

Sunday school children sing enthusiastically the same
youngsters. Children above are singing “Jesu nara sara

hymns familiar to U. S.
won” “Jesus loves me”

church anyway, knowing too well the
would have to pay later. The
older non-Christian boys were each assigned an escaped youngster and told
to go into the church and bring bim
price they

back.

Thus Christians participated

in

the

Christmas service amidst the shouted
threats of the Communist-controlled
youths sent to catch their children.

The

Moderator of the General Assembly of the Korean Presbyterian Church chats with
Missionary Archibald Campbell. Symbol on the truck is that of Westminster Fellowship, and the legend reads, “A gift to the Korean Mission presented by the young
people of Monmouth and New Brunswick Presbyteries.” In a special message to
American Presbyterians, Moderator Zai Hwa Choi said in part, “Like the traveller to
.lericho, Koreans have been attacked, robbed, and injured. America is the good
Samaritan. Our gratitude is great. Your missionaries have been invaluable. We
pray our Heavenly h'ather’s grace be with all (Christians in our mother Church.”

teen-age youths who persisted

in

attending church school always failed
their examinations for admission to or
graduation from high school. Needless
to say their examination papers were
never returned for them to see what
mistakes they had made other than being Christian. In .May of 1950 the Presbyterian Seminary students at Pyengyang were requested to sign the pledge
—“Although I am a Christian, I promise
full obedience to the authority of Kim II
Sung.” Out of six hundred students,
four hundred and eighty refused to sign.
The seminary was closed, and the four
hundred and eighty resisters scattered

and fled to the hills. In November a few
had returned, but most of them had not
been heard from.
Besides children and young people,
special targets for persecution have

Presbyterian Life

More than forty Presbyterian churches in the Kyung-Sang
Piik-Do province (Taegu area) were completely destroyed.
been pastors and lay church leaders.
some areas the Church has been eompletely bereft of its leadership. One minIn

Kim Hi Seun, told a story whieh
untypical only in that Pastor Kim is

ister,
is

still

North Korean women bow down to floor when saying prayers.
Prayer meetings are held daily at five a. m. and at 7 p. m.

asked nothing for himself. His plea was
that the American Church do something
to help four hundred widows and children of the martyred pastors.
The story of a young layman paralleled others, except that he

alive.

After

leaving the Presbyterian Seminary in Pyongyang, Kim Hi Seun in
1941 banslated from English into Korean the services for the World Day of
Prayer. The Japanese judged one of the
prayers subversive; there was a phrase
about a foreign power— something about

Who

shall

had been

separate us

from the love of Christ?
shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or

famine, or nakedness, or

sword? As

the

peril, or

verely beaten. In 1947, when he refused
to sign the Communist loyalty pledge
he was again arrested and tortured. At

written. For thy sake we
are killed all the day long;
we are accounted as sheep
for the slaughter. Nay, in
all these things we are

kingdom of Heaven— and so Kim Hi
Seun was jailed for forty days and se-

he was condemned to six
He was finally taken
to Whey Chang, a small town in the
mountains, and with a thousand other
his

“trial”

years of hard labor.

prisoners

was forced

to

work

in the gold

mines twenty-one hours out of every
twenty-four. Prisoners were not expected
to live. On Oetober 17, 1950, the Red
guards started the prisoners on a long
mareh into the mountains. UN troops
were coming, and the prisoners were to
he executed. Kim, however, crept unnoticed into the brush and escaped. He
told us that all during the time he was
expecting to die, he kept repeating
Stephen’s last prayer: (Acts 7:60)
.

.

Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.”
Kim, though faced with the problem
of supporting a family of seven children,

February

3,

1951

it

is

more than conquerors
through him that loved us.
For
am persuaded, that
neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to
come, nor height, nor
I

depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love
of God, which is in Christ
Jesus, our Lord.
Romans

8:35-39

unmolested by the Japanese and Communist military officials because he was
lame. A tailor, he had twice moved his
shop to villages where he had been
asked to come and assist in starting a

new

church.

He and

the pastor recruited

twenty believing families and started to
build a small church. They put up a

and raised some money. The
Reds took forty per cent of their building
fund as taxes, and tried to make them
scaffolding

sign the loyalty oath. “I told them,” said
the little tailor, “I cannot pledge myself

any man because I do not own myI was bought for a price, with the
crucifixion of my Lord.” So he, too, was
arrested, jailed, and beaten. In the last
days of C)ctober when the Reds were
retreating and killing prisoners, they
spared him, because he was a cripple,
and as such, harmless.
to

self.

When

Harry Hill and forty other
Presbyterian missionaries were deported
from Pyongyang by the Japanese in
1943, there were approximately 200,000
Presbyterian Church members in fifteen
hundred parishes above the parallel.
Three hundred Korean pastors and many
trained laymen served them as itinerant
preachers, most of whom have been
“liquidated” in the past nine years. There
is
every indication that the Russianadvised Korean government, not the
Japanese, was guilty of this crime. A
special report by David Stolberg of the
Eighth Army Press Information Service
(Continued on page 36)
9

—

who may now be behind Communist lines concluded their stories
still live.” North Korean Christians
of their arrests, persecution, and escape with that phrase. At left is a pastor who escaped from a death march. Center,
the layman who told the Reds, “I was bought for a price by my Lord.’’ At right, widow and son of a martyred pastor.
“By God’s grace we

More Than Conquerors

ing the five years of Communist benev-

(Continued from page 9)

Nothing was known of the fate of
six Methodist missionaries caught
Kaesong on June 25th, only a mile

the

sums up the situation: “In the five years
of Communist rule of Pyongyang alone,
ten pastors were killed. As the United

roll,

Nations offensive overran the city, seventeen more were taken North by the Communists. Whether they are now dead or
alive, or would be better off dead, is

“marched off” at the same time. Whether
these American Methodists and Korean

at

become classic in Christian hismore they are threatened, the
more they risk; the more they lose, the
more they give. The worst destruction
that we saw was in the no-man’s land
that separated the Communist armies
that has

tory: the

olence.”

south of the 38th parallel. Father CarRoman Catholic missionary, told us
that fifteen priests and the bishop, as
well as six nuns, were arrested and

un-

unknown.

Catholic

“Again, in the Yellow Sea Province
just south of Pyongyang, it is reported
that of approximately one hundred Presbyterian leaders, both ministers and lay
officials, eighty have ‘disappeared’ dur-

known. North Korean Christians whom
we interviewed saw no reason for believing that they were still alive.
To all these persecutions and perils,
Korean Christians have reacted in a way

priests

are

still

alive

is

from the UN beachhead defended last
summer. Ninety per cent of all houses in
Andong had been destroyed. The Central Presbyterian Church there had been
spared, but over half of the fifteen hundred adherents of this church lost houses.
The houses of all the others had been
looted. Yet when they held their Thanksgiving Day service, the offering was
three times greater than last year. “Our
people were so thankful to be alive,”
the pastor told us, “the officials decided
to tithe, and the rest of the congregation
followed their lead.”
Our guide at the leprosarium in Taegu

showed us the chapel, too small to
accommodate the eleven hundred patients. “The women here are eager to
enlarge the sanctuary,” he said, “and are
going without one meal each week.” The
rice they save is sold on the market, and
the money goes into a building fund.
This was the sacrificial meal plan, Korean style, and had been operating for
two-and-a-half years, not just for a few
weeks during Lent, as in America.

K NowixG
how

HOW

they give,

they have suffered,
they pray unceas-

how

ingly and keep telling their foes as well
as their friends of their faith, we under-

Korean .seminary student bunted by police lor having taken Sunday school
children into the woods for a weekday worship service now teaches in South Korea.
Nc»rti>

OA

stand their love of the text— “For I am
persuaded, that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus, our Lord” (Romans 8:37-

39).
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Rev. Archibald Campbell distributes Church World Service clothing to refugees in Taegu. Presbyterian property at Taegu is in
such great demand that Arch Campbell referees rival claims of the UIV staff, US and British embassies, and the US Army.

Our Presbyterian missionaries who stayed in Korea administered relief to thousands
of refugees, reclaimed schools and hospitals when the UN armies advanced north,
and helped evacuate hundreds of Christian families when the Red armies returned.

F or months

before the

Red

invasion

June of 1950, Communist
guerrillas were active in the rural districts of South Korea. Nervous because
of this, a U. S. Army colonel nevertheless
accompanied Ned Adams on a

began

in

Sunday jeep drive some

forty miles into

the country east of Taegu. Ned Adams
preached in two rural churches, and the
two men then headed back toward the
city. It started to snow at dusk and visibility was poor. As they approached a
small bridge, the colonel saw a group of
about 150 Koreans forming a human
roadblock. He groaned. This was it, he
thought, an ambush. But the 150 Koreans were good Presbyterians. They had

seen the missionary jeep pass earlier in
the day, and eager for a church service
and a message from “Adams Moksa”
(pastor), they had waited for hours at
the bridge to make sure that they would
10

not miss him when he finally returned.
This story illustrates two points, both
paramount to any understanding of the
role of our Church’s representatives in
Korea today. Whereas other Americans
in Korea, including army personnel, are
quite logically mindful of self-preservation, our missionaries trust in God, go
about their appointed rounds, and know
no fear. And, secondly, the love and respect of Koreans for these Christian leaders is boundless; and they cheerfully
undergo all kinds of hardships to* hear
the preaching of the Gospel.
Our fifty-four Presbyterian missionaries

and

their families

were meeting

for

a conference at Taechon, one hundred
miles south of Seoul on the west coast
of Korea,

when

the

Communists crossed

the 38th parallel on June 25. Dr. John C.
Smith, the Church’s mission secretary
for Japan and Korea, was present at the

and an executive committee desix of the men should not be
evacuated to Japan but be granted permission to stay “as a witness and a
time,

cided that

forefront of a possible return.” Six of

the most able remained:

Edward

.\dams,

Campbell, Francis Kinsler,
Harry Hill, John T. Underwood, and
Horace G. Underwood. Dr. Horace H.
Underwood came back as an adviser to
the army. Harold Voelkel returned as a
Archibald

chaplain. Dr.

Howard

Moffett (pictured
20) joined the
medical service of the Fifth Air Corps,
and young Horace Underwood accepted
a commission in the Navy. They were later joined by James Phillips and Ra> mond

on the cover of

P. L., Jan.

Provost. A knowledge of their phenomenal achievements in service to the Koreans whom they love recalls the line,
“Never have so many (of us both here
and in Korea) owed so much to so few.”

Pkesuyteri.vn Life

Rev. Harry Hill inspects row ol' prison cells built by Reds
in Presbyterian school in Pyengyana. A eradiiate of San
Francisco Theological Seminary, H arry Hill and his wife,

Mary Ross
from 1917

served in Korea, mostly in Pyongyang,
until forced out by the Japanese after Pearl
Harbor. Hill returned to Pyongyang last October, left the
day before its fall, evacuating a score of Christian leaders.

James
took

Hill,

Phillips, 21-year-old Princeton graduate,
all

Korean photographs

in

this

issue.

is

Rev. Edward Adams, Presbyterian Field Administrator
Korea, is greeted by elder of a Chairyung church, who

in
re-

membered knowing him

twenty-five years ago. A child of
pioneer missionaries, “>ied” Adams, with exception of school
years (Wooster, McCormick), has spent lifetime in Korea.
Christmas Day cable from Seoul to his wife, Susan, Tokyo,
read in part “Presbyterians here, well, safe. Evacuated 1700.”

mission treasurer. Raymond Provost (right) studied at Princeton Seminary,
fall of Seoul, Phillips and Provost drove trucks carrying refugees.

Until

At Seoul we had the privilege of meeting
the Reverend William Shaw, former
Methodist missionary and present Army
chaplain. Both in Japan and in Korea

we had heard much of Dr. Shaw’s son.
Bill, who was killed during the action of

We knew that Bill
Shaw had had a profound influence on
all who had known him. We felt that his
story should he known by more Amerithe Inchon invasion.

can church people. At our request Dr.
Shaw spoke of his son, and with his
consent we present this account of one
of the more than seven thousand American hoys who have died in Korea.

-R.

B

ill

was born

in

J.

C.

Pyengyang, Korea,

June of 1922, just a year after we
field. Although he attended
an American school there, he grew up
among Korean children.
In the course of the years he learned
to speak Korean as well as he spoke
in

got to the

English.

He went home

after seventeen

years to attend Ohio Wesleyan UniverThen he went into the navy and
served as an executive officer on a P.T.
sity.

boat in the English channel from D-day
plus two on to the end of the operation

He came back
But by the time he
finished his course, the war was over
and they wanted to put him in Washington. He said he wasn’t interested in that,
so he resigned from the service and
in the

European

theater.

to study Japanese.

came out here with

the military govern-

ment.

Then on March 17, 1949, Mrs. Horace
Underwood was shot by a Communist
Shortly afterwards, we were
driving in a jeep through Seoul, and I
said to him, “Bill, it’s going to take four
missionaries to take the place of Ethel
inti'uder.
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Underwood.” Bill laid liis hand on my
arm and said, “I’m going to be one of
them.”

Within a year he was back home in
America studying to become a teacher
in Chosun Christian University. When
the North Korean invasion came, he was
at Harvard working toward his Ph. D. At
tlie same time I was deciding to return
to Korea as a chaplain, he was deciding
to join the navy again. He wrote from
Harvard, “What boots it for me to go
out to Korea in times of peace, if I’m
not willing to go out now and serve them
in their time of stress.”
His decision meant giving up his family— his wife and two little boys, a church
which he had taken just one month before, and his work for his Ph.D.— everything that was near and dear to him to
come out to the land and the people

whom

he wanted

to serve.

wife, “That’s our boy.”

he was

I

said to

Within

my

five days,

in uniform.

After three weeks of waiting, he flew
to Tokyo. It seemed like three years to
him. I met him there. He was in the
intelligence service, but they were holding him down. They were sending over
men who had not been in the service,
who had not known Korea, and he felt
that he should be sent first. But he was
held there for an important task that
was coming. He couldn’t tell me what
it was, but it turned out to be helping to
plan the invasion. As a boy, he had
sailed small boats in the very waters
through which he was later to help guide
the landing craft.
Meantime he had seen me off at the
Tokyo airport on August 26, heavyhearted because his Dad was beating
him over here. By the fourteenth of
September he was on his way over, and

had written from “somewhere” in the
Yellow Sea. That letter I now have before me. He said, “It’s in God’s hands
now, and I only pray that the loved ones
will be fortified for the anxious waiting
as in 1944 (when he was in the English channel). My own mind is calm
and

at ease, for

being here, and
fort necessary to

fortable.

.”
.

.

I know I am right in
He has given the com-

make being here comword we

That’s the last

heard from him.
The next day came the invasion at
Inchon. He was on the bridge with MacArthur and others. He had been helping
answer questions along the coast as they
in. He came ashore and attached
himself to the marines, helping with the

came

wounded

civilians.

About four days

after he got ashore,
he asked to go out with a patrol. He
thought that perhaps he could get into
the towns and help save the lives of
civilians. He was just five miles out of
Seoul, when suddenly, from three sides,
the Reds opened fire in broad daylight
from a village which had seemed absolutely quiet. He and another man were
shot. His group had to retire, but they
returned about two hours later to bring
back the one dead and my son, who was
mortally wounded.
He gave his life for his friends, and
Our Lord has said, “Greater love has no

man
life

than

this,

that a

man

lay

down

his

for his friends.”

He wanted

in Korea. Very
where we want
to sei"ve and die where we want to die.
I think he will never have any regrets.
Surely I should regret to my dying day
if I knew what I ought to do and didn’t
do it. He knew what he ought to do, and

few

did

to

be here

of us get to serve

it.
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After

Red

invasion. Missionary Harold Voelkel

liaison chaplain

working chiefly

witli

became

South Korean

a

soldiers.

Rev, Francis Kinsler (right) interprets for Chaplain Wolverding at exercises reopening theological seminary in Seoul.

THE FAMILY THAT FOLLOWED THROUGH

O

N THE CAMPUS

of

ChosuH Chris-

tian University in Seoul,

we

read

the following inscription on the granite
base that once supported a statue;

Grant Underwood, D. D.,
LL.D.; (1859 - 1916) Messenger of
God, Follower of Christ, Friend of
Korea. This statue is erected by his
Korean friends and admirers, as a
token of their affection and of their
Horace

educational system. In 1888, he mar-

of the college his father

ried a Presbyterian medical missionary

They had

to

Korea and

in

1890 Horace Horton

Underwood was born in Seoul.
With the exception of student
in

America,

young Horace

years
lived in

Korea, married Ethel Van Wagoner,
a missionary teacher, in 1916, and
eventually, in 1934, became president

educator

On March

and scholar. MDCCCCwere told that the Reds

had destroyed the statue but later the
Korean janitor showed us its remains
in the Wasement of a classroom building. The body was intact, but tHe head
had been knocked off. Doubtless some
ignorant North Korean had thought by
decapitating the statue he could some-

Korean people that 100,000 mourners

The

and
re-

campus

w’as a battle-

still

serving in

Korea;

so

are three

Horace and Richard in the armed
forces, John as a missionary (see next
page). Three generations of Undersons;

Horace Grant Underwood arrived
Korea on Easter Sunday, 1885, and

woods never learned the w'ord
Mhth God they were, and will

later started the school that

the leader of Korea’s Christian

university

ground in September. We walked
through the woods and saw the ruins
of what had been the beautiful greystone Underwood home. Our mood of
piercing sadness was relieved by the
thought of the continuity of this invincible family. Horace Underwood is

placed a statue erected twenty years
before, which had been destroyed by
the Japanese during World War II.

became

when

her body was taken to the cemetery.

curtail the influence of our first
missionary to Korea.
The statue, unveiled in 1948, was

one year

the

lined the streets in silent tribute

how

in

months

17, 1949, fifteen

Communist invasion of
South Korea, Ethel Underwood was
slain in her own home by a Communist
intruder. She was so beloved by the
before

We

the gift of the alumni association
the friends of the university. It

Underwood and his oldest son,
Horace Grant, were interned, and the
rest of the family were placed under
house arrest. In June, 1942, they returned to America on the Gripsholm
but lost no time getting back to Korea
Dr.

as advisers to the military government.

gratitude for his service rendered to
Korea and its people as missionary

XXVII.

When

had founded.

four sons and one daughter.
the Japanese war broke out.

Horace Grant Underwood (1859-1916)

defeat.

alwa\'s

be, a majority.
1’r
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THE UNDERWOODS:
The Family
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The Underwood home, on a hill adjacent to Chosiin Cliristian University, was comwhen the campus became a battleground following Inchon invasion.

pletely destroyed

Horace H. Underwood, now serving U. S.
military autbority in Korea as adviser.

Ethel Van WagonerUnderwood, murdered
by Communist intruder March 17, 1949.

University janitor shows statue of Horace
Underwood, decapitated by Red invaders.

Horace G. Underwood,
teacher,

(Left to Right) John Underwood, missionary, helped evacuate refugees from Seoul. Twin Janies
Hancock, N. Y. Richard is witli Army in Koreii. Grace (Hood College 1950) keeps lioiise lor

returned

is

to

II,

was missionary

service

in

Navy.

pastor Presbyterian Church.

f'allier

mIicii

lie

i*i

in

F ollowing
eral

the decision of the Genof the Presbyterian

Council

Church that the special offering in 1951
must again provide relief overseas, the

RELIEF NEEDS

ARE NOW
MULTIPLIED

Board of Foreign Missions sent us to
Korea. We were asked to survey the
emergency needs.
On our first day in Korea we saw
a capsule demonstration of the need
we had come to estimate. On that day
we attended a meeting of the Presbytery
of Seoul, where elders and pastors from
the two hundred churches (more than
in any other presbytery in the world)
had gathered in regular session. One
man was dressed in mattress ticking, the
only cloth available from which to make
his suit. Another wore a coat fashioned
from an old pullman car blanket.
Clothing,

we

learned as

we

traveled

about Korea, is the most urgent need.
Winter in Korea is severe— temperatures
under 20 degrees below zero are not
unusual— and it was estimated before
(Continued on page 16)

With her chihlrcn and all the possessions she has left, this refugee war widow makes a home of three square yards in
Taegu. Latest reports indicate that there are ten million refugees wamlering homeless about war-dislocated South Korea.
14
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Refugees keep warm in any way they can. Here men hold
their hands over a few pieces of charcoal in an iron pot.

Widows of martyred
Service

make

to

pastors are employed by

quilts

to

protect

children

Church Worhl
against

cold.

Koreans did not stand idle when war burned their homes.
Here villagers pitch in, thatch new roof with rice straw.

February

3

,

1951

All that
pita!

remains of equiptnent of a one tlioiisand bed hosstored in a warehouse awaiting distribution.

unit

Industrious Koreans grind tiieir own meal.
omen liave to
attend to cliores with minimum interference from babies.

rice with rotating drum sniked with wire.
grains are their principal food, stallvs pro\idc fuel.

Farmers thresh
Tiie

15

ItKMEF

from the Communist armies. This in a
country of only thirty million inhabitants.
Welfare ministers in the Republic of
Korea and Civil Health and Welfare

>'EI<:i>S

XOW

AIIE

>H'ETIPEIEI>

(Continued from page 14)
the Chinese invasion that 100,000 persons would perish from the cold.
Although in the chaotic social conditions

and the breakdown

of transpor-

tation, many are hungry, food was not
the major need while we were in Korea.
The crop for 1950 was especially good.

However,

it

must be borne

in

mind

that

the Chinese invasion with the inevitable
looting and further dislocation of distribution facilities has sharpened every

kind of need. A recent report discloses
city of Taegu
alone regthat the
istered 130,000 refugees in a single
week in January. The refugee problem
in South Korea is almost beyond belief.

From

the partition in 1945 until the
outbreak of war, two million of these
homeless people fled the Red regime
across the 38th parallel. Since December
ten million have struggled south

Teen-age
severe
16

girl

and her younger

Korean winter

in

away

sister

officials in the Unified Command told
us that as of November 25 (before the
Chinese invasion) there were 1,800,000

persons in South Korea, and 1,000,000
in North Korea, known to be absolutely
destitute. In South Korea alone 215,000
houses had been totally destroyed.

Twelve nations have come to the aid
money and supplies,
Britain, Thailand and the Philippines

of Korea with relief

heading the

dollar value of conexigencies of the military
situation require a single administration
for distributing relief supplies, whether
tributions.

list in

The

given by governments or private agencies. Church World Service goods, for
example, reached the needy through
South Korean and UN health and welfare officials.

Although the most pressing need of
Koreans is for actual materials— clothing,
medical supplies, and school equipment

prepare

to

face

tlie

small but nia»Ie from rice straw.

—money

by missionaries and

recei\cd

Korean Church leaders

will aid in the
care of the widows and orphans of martyred pastors and Christian laymen.

The Koreans

are turning every stone
and they are keenlv
the sacrifices others are

to help themselves,

eonscious of

for them. One busy Korean told
boys from America, Britain. Turkey, and elsewhere come here to die for
us, we must not fail to do our part.”
They are not failing. Refugee women

making
us: “If

wedding rings to build a sanc(“Christian Citadel,” page 17),
children willingly accept punishment
for going to Sunday school, pastors and
lay leaders pay for faith with their lives
give their

tuary

(“More Than Conquerors,” page 7).
Here at home we Presbyterians can
help through “One Great Time for Shar-

We

ing” (page 25).
ficial meals, eat a

can, thiotich sacri-

so that they
can eat something. We can open our
pocketbooks; we can open our hearts.
We can pray for them, just as they, even
now, are praying for us.
little less

Out of rubble tliat once was a city, tlie courageous people
of Korea try to pick up fragments and rebuild tlieir liomcs.
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The Young Nak PresbyChurch

terian

T

he

large

edifice

terian

of

and
the

in

Seoul

beautiful

granite

Young Nak Presby-

Church in the center of Seoul is
symbol of Christian achievement

a living

flowering from a soil of crisis. All fall
there was standing room only in its
sanctuary, in which over 3000 worshippers met regularly to sing and pray and
hear the Gospel interpreted by their
pastor, the Reverend Kyung-Chik Han.
A graduate of Emporia College, Kansas, and of the Princeton Theological
Seminary, Dr. Han, from 1931 to 1945,
was pastor of a church in North Korea
just across the Yalu River from Manchuria. Forced from his pulpit by the
Japanese authorities after Pearl Harbor,
he spent five years directing an orphanage and a home for old folks in a nearby
village. With the surrender of the Japanese in August, 1945, North Korean
Christians rejoiced in the hope that

American

soldiers

would come and

in-

sure religious freedom.

Instead the Soviet soldiers came, and
Communist Party began its systematic campaign of suppression. Pastor
Han escaped and went South, stealing
across the 38th parallel by night, and
settled in a vacated Japanese Shinto
compound. He was followed by former
friends, mostly young people and students, and in no time at all he started a
prayer group of forty refugees. By the
spring of 1946 the Shinto temple could
no longer accommodate the growing
congregation of North Korean Christians
who had migrated for the same reasons
that the Puritans came to America. The
Young Nak congregation rented eight
large tents which they used for worship
services, and in addition operated fourteen refugee camps, each accommodating one hundred thirty families.
the

Not

all

Christians

who attempted to
made it. Some

cross the 38th parallel

killed, and arriving refugees
brought with them the orphans of those
who died in the attempt. For them the
eongregabon established an orphanage
and, with the aid of twenty thousand
dollars from the Presbyterian Church’s

were

Restoration Fund, set up a school for
refugee children and a small factory to
give employment to the most needy.

February

3,

1951

17

Another grant from the Restoration

Fund was made

strengtheneth me’ (Philippians 4:13)..”
So with joy at being liberated and
with thanksgiving for being alive, Christians once more crowded the sanctuary
—not on Sundays only, but daily. And

for the building of the

sanctuary. “Four thousand refugee members of our congregation,” reports Dr.

Han, “were so

we decided

stirred

by

this gift that

we could to
complete this building. Our people had
no steady income, but they gave what
they had— wedding rings, quilts and
to give all that

and manual

clothing,

managed

labor;

and

we

the

thus

exceed the amount of the

to

in

working each day.”
interior of the sanctuary

is

simple.

There is but oiie stained glass window
and that, the picture of Christ praying
in the Garden of Gethsemane, has the
central

spot in

services in the

chancel.

Worship

firing of the

Gommunist tanks entering

During the summer. Dr. Han
worked with refugees in Pusan and
Seoul.

broadcast Christian services for Chris-

behind

the

enemy’s

to

the

UN

command,

force spared the church,

The

lines.

Gommunists used the church
ammunition, and though that

known

to

store

fact

the

was
air

thus earning

the gratitude of the Christians

who had

who found

in its ad-

stayed

in

Han

Communism,
and

in June,

invaded South Korea.
Knowing that he was a marked man,
I])r.
Han with some friends left the
city on the 27th when they heard the

tians

Paslor Kyung-Chik

the

and on the morning
the fourth Sunday, June 25, the Reds

first

of

Sunday

the

new sanctuary began

Seoul and

set

November, we found him planning
an increased program for emergency
relief and also a campaign to seize the
opportunity of meeting not only the spiritual needs of faithful Christians, but
also those of the thousands in Korea who
were turning to Christ for the first time.
Now once again this church, built by
the afflicted but invincible fugitives from

initial gift by two and a half times.
Church members did all of the non-technical labor, at least three or four hundred

The

Young Nak Church once more

out to care for its refugees. Seventy of
them when given living-room in a former
Sunday school room, and the orphanage
increased facilities to care for eighty-six
babies. Talking to Dr. Han the last week

jacent buildings an island of safety.
When Pastor Han came back to Seoul
in the first

week

of October, he found

church members had
by the retreating Communists, that forty-eight others had been
arrested, carried away, and were believed dead; that five hundred eighteen
of Young Nak’s thirteen hundred church
families had lost their homes.
“When I first saw the extent of the
that

seventeen

been

killed

devastation in Seoul,” he told us, “I despaired, felt almost defeated, but

recovered from

this

I

soon

mood and began

to

hope in Christ. I remembered the text,
T can do all things through Christ which

faces possible destruction

congregation endures further
suffering. In the last days of 1950, with
its

renewed Red attack on Seoul, we
that Pastor Han and his people
once more became refugees. They left
everything behind them to seek sancthe

know

tuary in the southern perimeter of the
peninsula. Many will have perished from
cold, from fatigue, and from lack of
food. Somewhere in South Korea, whether with or without a roof over their
heads, it is certain that those who have
survived are gathering in prayer groups.
Again and again they will seek comfort
in the text. “And we know that all things
work together for good for them that
.”
love God.
.

.

There’s standing room only during Sunday services at the Young Nak Church. As in all Korean churches, the women sit on
the right, the men on the left. On this particular Sunday, Thanksgiving weekend, all but the infants in a congregation of
over 3,500, including more men than women, gave rapt attention despite fact that temperature within sanctuary was 28 degrees.
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The church supplements inadequate aid from welfare agenby operating a small factory employing older orphans
and needy refugees. Koreans make clothing and bedding.
cies

Young Nak’s €>rphans bow their heads for blessing before
evening meal of rice. Two days after Christmas, orphans were
evacuated, those seven and older carried bundles and walked.

Young Nak’s thirteen hundred families lost their houses during summer's fightinir. Here, in a
former Sunday school room, thirty families, each in a space of about 9 by 12 feet, found temporary homes from whicli thei weie
forced to flee along with millions of others in late December, when tlie Reels began their all-out attack to retake Seoul.

Five hundred and eighteen of
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SCHOOLS AND

WERE NOT
O

N A DAY when

UN

it seemed that the
would soon conquer all
the North and UNCURK

forces

resistance in

commission could

set

about

its

task of

unifying and rehabilitating all Korea,
we talked with Dr. L. George Paik,
Minister of Education. A graduate of
Park College and Princeton Theological
Seminary, Dr. Paik became president of
Chosun Christian University, in 1946,
when the post was relinquished by Dr.
Horace Underwood. On leave from the
university to direct the educational program in the Republic of Korea, Dr. Paik
optimistically faced herculean tasks.
With most of the surviving school
buildings in use as army barracks, with

most of the college students and teachers
with almost no textbooks
and materials, Dr. Paik had ordered the
remaining teachers to meet students, in
what was left of damaged- buildings, on
playgrounds (see page 22), anywhere
at the front,

The half-destroyed administration building of Chosim Christian University is photoa shellhole in room where he taught English.

graphed by Raymond Provost through

they could find students. Knowing that
teachers must carry the curriculum in
their heads. Dr. Paik urged them to tell
bovs and girls the story of the United
Nations. “It will take a long time,” he
remarked, “to tell the story of fifty-three
nations, and maybe by that time we can
supply some textbooks.”
We saw many such classes being held
outdoors in the kind of weather that
American children would brave only to
go skating. Churches, too, were helping
to meet the emergency needs by conducting daily classes, as indeed they had
for decades when spearheading literacy
education and demonstrating what good
grade schools could be and do. Horace

Undenvood

estimates

are

there

that

200,000 Korean men and women who
were trained in small village, church
schools “through the self-sacrificing gifts
of Christian Koreans, many of whom
themselves had no more education than
they had received from the Bible class,
but who wanted the children of their
villase to have a better chance.”

When the war is finally over, and
Korea or any part of it is free, those
who undertake to extend the benefits
of education will have the help of hundreds of graduates of Chosun, of Severance Medical College, of Ewha College
for Women, and of the score of missionary-sponsored academies. Chosun and
Ewha and schools in North and South
Korea suffered and will suffer still more.
if

Underwood speaks to the 100 students who returned on reopening day
October. Before war, Chosiin Christian University numbered 1,000 students.

Dr. Iloraee

Their influence will

in

Christian graduates

]'
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HOSPITALS
c

infant mortality rate has always

The

been high

in

Korea. Three out of every

ten babies die before their second birth-

day.

.

.

.

Wounded South Korean

sol-

chance of recovery
than captured North Koreans who are
cared for by U.S. medical corps.
UN health and welfare officials told us
that estimates by advance army units
of wounded civilians exceeded by ninety
per cent the number of wounded found
alive by the time medical care could arrive. Estimates were not wrong. All but
ten per cent of the people hit by bullets,
bombs, or shell fragments would die in
the absence of doctors or drugs.
The Unified Command was doing

have far

diers

less

.

.

.

up forty-bed hospital units, equipping them with instruments and life-saving drugs. These fell
what

it

could, setting

far short of needs,

however, even

In

its

babies.

one undestroyed wing, Severance Hospital took care of forty sick orphan
There were not enough blankets, and babies were placed five to a bed.

in the

hopeful days of November.

Xhe sight of Severance Hospital in
Seoul was a shock. The first, and in the
opinion of many, the best hospital in
Korea had just about recovered from
Japanese maladministration during
World War II. With the guidance and
financial support of Presbyterians and
Methodists, but largely through Korean
effort. Severance in June, 1950, was
again a going conceim. It maintained 200
beds, gave care to 500 out-patients each
day, enrolled 240 students in the medical
college and 145 young women in its
nurses’ training school. Severance’s total

300 included, counting internes,
96 full-time doctors. Plans were being
completed for union of the medical colstaff of

Chosun Christian University.
war to Severance,
(until the Reds retook Seoul on January
7) was the complete destruction of its
classi'oom and out-patient building, the
original hospital and the new classroom
lege with

The

cost of the

(completed

building

in

1948),

the

and several
smaller buildings. Scarred by fire, only
the main wing of the hospital still stood.
Its walls and ceilings were there. Period.
Dr. Y. S. Lee, president, and Methodist missionary Dr. Fred Manget, two
other doctors and three nurses, all that
remained, conferred with us in an office
heated by charcoal in a bedpan. We
walked up to the fifth floor and saw the
babies. The nurse had to tie string on the
fingers of the children who had eaten;
nurses’

tlie

training

school,

eyes of those just fed stayed riveted
bowls that still held rice.

to the

February

3,

1951

Hospital facilities for wounded South Korean soldiers irrc woefully iuade((iiate.
In the operation, above, candle held by white-gloved hand pro>ides only light.
21
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KOREAN CHILDREN ARE

RESILIENT.

.

Their school building destroyed, with no blackboards or books, primary classes meet in winter weather where school once stood.
In the dirt, they practice handwriting. Korean kids are friendly to all Americans, yell “Hello,” “Good-a by,” and “Okay.”

The

I’resh> lerian Theologi<-al

piihlic school. In
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room

in Seonl provided daily lessons in reading and writing for children tinable to attend
small sto\e yaising temperature t€> 50 degrees, children huddle together and concentrate.
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Children meet daily for reading lessons in Presbyterian Church, one of the few surviving buildings in heavily damaged Pohang.

Children old enough to carry younger brothers or
popular games are hop-scotch and jumping rope.

February

3,

1951

sisters

These

are walking “baby sitters.” With no toys whatsoever, the most
sirls play on floor of a church that had its roof blown off.
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Harry and Mary Hill to their dear Friends Everywhere:
As we greet you in this, which we hope you will receive as a personal
letter to you THE WRESTLING WITH WORDS AT KaEGONG aND THE BITTER RIGHTING ALONG
THE FRONT CONTINUE.
And THE EIGHT FOR THE SoULS OF MeN GOES ON - AND WILL TILL
the Victor claims his own.
We know that you are heart-sore; so are we.
But our
3 UPREME Commander and Briefing Officer has not left us in ignorance of what may
3E EXPECTED, FOR He SPOKE OF "wARS AND RUMORS OF WARS," OF "DISTRESS OF NATIONS,"
'c
''McN's hearts failing them for fear," and we ARE NOT TAKEN OFF GUARD,
AnD SINCE
r HAVE BEEN MIGHTILY COMFORTED BY THE LONGSUFFER NG STEADFASTNESS AND PATIENCE OF
-'PE OF Korean Christians who are showing themselves able to "endure
hardness as
COD soldiers OF Jesus ChrIst," we desire to pass on to you some of that cheering
-OMEORT.
Here are a few v/hom v/e v^ould like to see decorated - and vmll, by the
i.'jG OF Kings,
,

I

Kim Yun Chan is one.
This pastor, who has been Harry’s assistant these
PAST THREE MONTHS, GOT HIS START IN THE PyeNGYANG BIBLE INSTITUTE WHILE HaRRY WAS
^R’NCJPAL A GOOD MANY YEARS AGO,
UNDER THE JAPANESE REGIME HE W'B ONE WHO DID NOT
yield on the SHMJTO shrine ISS'JE and had TO FLEE FOR HIS LIFE, WHEN THE Sov ET
CAME JN AFTER LIBERATION DaY HE INNOCENTLY V'ELCOMED, AND AS LEADER IN HIS COMMUNITY,
SUPPORTED THE NEWCOMERS TILL AFTER A FEW WEEKS OF THEIR DEMANDS WHEN HE REALIZED
THE TRUE character OF THE NEW RULERS,
To SHORTEN A LONG STORY, HE THEN SUFFERED
THREE IMPRISONMENTS UNDER THE P^USSlANS AND PUPPET GOVERNMENT OE NoRTH KoREA, AND
WAS TEARLESS AND OUTSPOKEN IN HIS REFUSALS TO CONFORM TO UNRIGHTEOUS DEMANDS,
IN
ONE IMPRISONMENT HE WAS CONFINED TO A CELL \"HERE HE COULD STAND OR SQUAT BUT NOT SlT
COMFORTABLY NOR LIE DOWN AT ALL,
AfTER DAYS OF SUFFERING, MARVEL OE MARVELS, HE
CHRISTIAN RuSSlAN GUARD, WHO BROUGHT SOUP IN ADDITION TO THE
WAS BEFRIENDED BY
COARSE BLACK CRUSTS AND WATER,
AND ME RESTED PASTOR KIM’s HEAD ON HIS SHOULDER AND
PRESSED HIS CHEEK ACAiNST HiS OWN, SAYING THAT HE TOO WAS A CHRISTIAN,
THREE MONTHS
BE'^ORE UN FORCES PUSHED NORTH, KlM WAS HIDDEN BY ChRISTIANS IN A HOLE DUG IN THE'’
GROUND IN THE COURTYARD OF A VILLAGE HOME, ALMOST UNDERNEATH THE PLACE WHERE A
SToLiD COW WAS TETHERED,
ONLY AT NIGHT WAS HE ABLE TO COME OUT FOR FOOD, AIR, AND
EXERCISE.
Is IT ANY V’ONDER, AFTER ALL HE HAS SUFFERED - THE BEATINGS AND EXPOSURE
AND CONFINEMENT - THAT HIS HEALTH ONCE RUGGED IS NOW IMPAIRED?
He WAS ONE, DELIVERED
BY UN! SOLDIERS, WHO WAS ON H‘ND TO WELCOME THE RETURNING MISSIONARIES TO PYENGYANG
LAST October, and one v'Ho was carried to safety when the Reds pushed south again.
In P'.igan he helped Chaplain Harold Voelkel in POW v/ork, and later joined Harry there
BOTH IN EVANGELISTIC WORK AMONG ROK OFF CERS- N-TR A N NG AND IN THE ESTABLISHMENT
j
OF A Bible Institute for local Christians and refugees from the North,
I
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;
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I
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I

There are so many humble women, too, who will certainly get a Purple Heart
when the Great Day comes.
One thinks of Chang So HANG,jyiATcRON of our Chungju Roys*
Home, who has not been imprisoned oPv tortured or had a spectacular experience, but
V’.'HO
HAS CLUNG TO HER ADOPTED ORPHAN DOYS V' TH NEVER A THOUGHT OE GIVING UP EVETN
VJHEN, AFTER LONG YEARS OF WAITING, A WEE SON WAS BORN, -\ND THE REEUGEElNG WITH ONE*S
OWN BABY Vi/OULD SEEM TO BE DIFFICULT ENOUGH WITHOUT RESPONSIBILITY FOR A FAMILY OF
THIRTY,
I

Here Is a young man unjustly herded in V\/Ith the POW, himself no more a
C01'’MUNlST THAN YOU OR WE.
M|SSION,»RY AND KOREAN PASTOR'S PROTESTS UNHEEDED, HE IS
AnD V'HAT DOES HE DO?
STILL THERE,
TaLKS TO OTHERS APOUT THE LORD, GATHERS THEM IN
FOR SERVICES, IS ONE OF CHAPLaIN BoEKEL's RIGHT HAND MEN IN ONE OF THE TWELVE B BLE
I

M'ErlTUTES ESTABLISHED AMONG THE POW, WhO EVER HEARD BEFORE OF 0.1,'S AMONG PR SONc .3 OF War?
Looks as though Rolomon riiCHT almost have been mistaken when he said
Ihere is nothing new under the sun,"
I
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Christian refugees vjsit the wounded in hoshitaLc to tell them of Jesus,
THEY DAND THEf^lSELVES TOGETHER IN EVAfJAND IN menial service THEY SHOW HlS LOVE,
GELISTIC EFFORTS, SOME OF THEM LIVING ON Tr.'O MEALS A DAY IN ORDER TO FINANCE THE
They have established 4c new Cunday Schools on the island of Quelpart; they
WORK,
Gather children for daily instruction in "Bible Clubs"; they worship on the sites
of bombed out churches; they refuse to gin/e up hope because they have a neverThey are not perfect, but we think that they must be dear to the
failing Christ,
heart of our Lord,
The small task force of missionaries in Korea, privileged to
VITH THEM, COUNT THIS AN HONOR,
Amd YOU WHO EIGHT ON YOUR KNEES, 'WHEN
.'.EE PINNED WILL NOT BE FORGOTTEN.
As YET THAT UNWONTED RULE HOLDS, NO
MTTED TO RETURN TO KoREA, So OUR "SEPARATE LIFe" CONTINUES, We KNOW

v'ork

along

THE MEDALS
WOMEN PERTHAT THOSE
FIGHTING IN THE UN ARMIES MUST ENDURE LONG SEPARATIONS FROM DEAREST ONES, AND
SHALL 'WE' NOT
BE VMLLING FOR HlS SAKE?
YeS, KaRRY RETURNED TO KOREA IN THE
SPRING, WHEN BCAP GAVE PERMISSION, HAVING GOTTEN THE LITTLE BIBLE SCHOOL FOR
Koreans started here in Kyoto, The past three months were spent in Pusan, very
BUSY and very happy ONES,
IT WAS V.'ONCERFUL TO GO AHEAD WITH THE TRAINING OF LEADERS AS WELL AS WITH EVANGELISTIC WORK, IN THAT TEEMirJG, TEMPORARY CAPITAL OE KoRE-..
Both in the Presbyterian T heological Seminary /vNd the ne'wly opened Bible School,
And "A great door and effectual" opened into ROK
Harry Vi/as asked to teach.
Officers Training Schools for regular, weekly services.
Eight of those schools
GOSPEL.
WERE wide ‘oP^N~Vo THE PREACHING OF THE
OFFICERS IN CHARGE WERE NVAR ,\BLY
cordial.
Numbers in the camps varied from 300 to 200, and practically ALL the
MEN attended THE MEET!NGS„
SITTING ON THE GROUND WHEN V^EATHER PERMITTED, THEY
learned and SANG HEARTILY SOf'lE OF THE OLD HYMNS, GLADLY RECEIVED COPIES OF A
ALL \vho showed interest
Gospel, and listened eagerly to the Old, Old Story.
ENOUGH to memorize A PORTION OF A GOSPEL (sUCH AS JoHN 35 1^21) 'WERE GIVEN THE
Four Gospels and Acts, leather bound. Many were the expressions of gratitude
FOR THE SERVICES,
And WE BELIEVE THAT SUCH A HYMN AS "AnY WhERE WITH JeSUS" WILL
BRING COMFORT TO MANY ON A BLOODY BATTLEFIELD,
HoV' MANY OF THE LARGE NUMBER V/HO
PROFESSED Christ have their names recorded in the Lamb's Book of Life we do not
KNOW, BUT this MINISTRY HAS BEEN ONE OF THE MOST SATISFYING EXPERIENCES OF A LlFE'’IME,
Once a week HAru';Y spoke to the Korean helpers in a UN Officers' Mess-Hall,
(Attractive waitresses there meet terrific tei-ipt at ons» )
Speaking to refugees from
THE NORTH, KEEPING IN TOUCH AS MUCH AS F’OSSIBLE WITH OUR ORPHANS ON QueLpART AND
WITH Many individuals, among them our blind "d aughter" Y ang Chung Syn, planning
wr*H PASTORS AND FELLOW MISSIONARIES, THERE WAS LITTLE TIME DAY OR NIGHT TO BE
LONELY,
Now HE HAS COME TO JAPAN FOR THE FIRST REAL VACATION IN TWO YEARS AND
WILL BE RETURNING TO KoREA THE END OF THIS MONTH, GOD WILLING,
THIS TIME A
Marine Chaplain kindly got him a place on a plane, a two— hour trip to the airstrip
V/e are thankful that,
NEAR Osaka,
although weary, he has been kept in health.
I

I

I

As for Mary here in Japan, God has been so lovingkInd in fitting her
INTO A niche, with TEACHING IN THE MORNINGS IN THE LITTLE KOREAN BIBLE SCHOOL AND
FOUR WEEKLY CLASSES IN ENGLISH BlOLE FOR JAPANESE STUDENTS,
THESE HAVE BEEN THE
"regulars" AND He HAS GIVEN MANY "sPEClALs" IN THE WAY OF INTERVIEWS WITH JAPANESE
YOUNG PEOPLE AND CORRESPONDENCE WITH THEM, PERSONAL EVANGELISM AMONG KOREANS
(there are 5O9OOO Koreans !n this city) a large S. S. class of Korean women.
This
PAST WEEK, TEACH NG 'Teenagers (Korean) in DV3S v/as a delight.
It's been quite
different from Korea, where the numbers contacted are so much greater.
But among
the Bible School students, Yung Suni, who had twice been arrested for association
vyiTH Communists is demonstration of the fact that God’s Word IS living and powerful,
And Suk Ja, like others studying daily, has she not met Him face to face,
’hereas before it hag been merely a "hearing BY the ear"? Kyo Rung, the young
ROK soldier, volunteer from Japan, '.'Ho fought in some of the bloodiest battles In
!

North Korea when his company was virtually annihilated, hag had difficulty expressing himself in Korean but ok the receiving end has been more promising.

—
(
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We ’he having vacation now gut open again in September with doth Long Term
AND Short Term departments.
My rooms in a Jap^'Nese home are close to the large -Doshisha Uni ve ri sty and since requests have come for English Sidle classes
have
FELT that THO^ they ARE SMALL THEY ARE MACEDONIAN CALLS "COME OVER TO JapaN, TOC,
TO HELP US,”
There are two great stirrings today among the students, the insidious
appeal on the campuses of Communism AND the interest which has been awakened in the
CL.- IMS OF Jesus Christ.
For these so promising Japanese young people
covet your
prayers, as well as for thf Koreans, J_f "cease-fire” negotiations should de successF"L, MY HOPE is TO DE ALLOWED TO RETURN TO KoREA OEFORE MANY MONTHS DUT MOST MISSIONARY MEN FEAR THIS WOULD NOT BE BEFORE SPRING.
YoUR TIMES, OUR TIMES, Af'.E IN HiS
HAND.
That is wfll for He is all wise.
1

I

As TO THE orphan BOYS, .SO DEAR- TO US, THE SECOND TIME THEY WERE EVACUATED,
WAS SY army plane TO THE ISLAND OF QuELPART, IN "OPERATION K DDY KaR." HaRRY
FOUND THEM LOCATED IN THE SO-CALLED TOWN HALL OF A VILLAGE, CRUDE ENOUGH Si-iELTER
CUT vastly better THAN MOST REFUGEES HAVE FOUND.
TheIR LETTERS AND HaRRY S REPORT
Have kept the joybells ringing in MAr;v’s heart v^ith news about individual boys and
THEIR DEVELOPMENT AND THE CLEAR WITNESS OF THE HoME ON THAT ISLAND, STRONGHOLD OF
CuDHisM.
Hardships endured have cemented bonds of "family” love and tested faith,
V’.'e^Rf all happy over CERTAIN ESOYS '''HOSE TRANSFORMED LP'ES NOW SHOW PLAINLY THAT the
Great Miracle has really taken place.
Daily sea bathing has done w'ONdefxS ppR them
PHYSICALLY, TOO.
1f ANY OF YOU HAVF D -)YS
GARMENTS OUTC.JOWN BUT STILL DURABLE,
won’t you HOLD THEM FOR A LITTLE WHILE FOR OUR BOYS WHO BADLY NEED CLOTHING.
Harry cannot rece ve releaf packages by his A?0
But w/e hope soon
It is illegal.
THERE
ILL BE A WAY FOR YOU TO SEND DIRECT,
IT

I

'

'

i
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Family new'S? Down in the French Camerouns Hatiry h.'.s a brand new namesake.
The wee rascal staged a surprise party, arriving the day before his parents were to
Leave their small station for Elat, where a missionary doctor would have been on the
RECEPTION committee.
HlS MOTHER, OUR MaRY ELIZABETH, AND FATHER, GfoRGE HoRNER ARE
COMPLETING THEIR FIRST YEAR IN THE WEST AfRICA MISSION, ARE WORKING STILL. ON THE
BuLU language and GETTING THEIR ROOTS ESTABLISHED,
Son Ro bert is still with troops training in J.-.pan, a capt.mn in the
medical corps.
Recently
The past months they’ve been maneuvering in the mountains.
HE TOLD US there IS STRONG REASON TO SUSPECT COMf-IUNISTS A.RE TRYING TO DEBAUC'-' OUR
aRt/y men by Making heroin available.
One l.gd died not long ago from an overdose.
His LOVELY Martha finds opportun t es for service in her father’s church while
ViAlTiNG
THE RETURN OF HER HUSBaND,
i

l

Dear Friends, someway we’ve received fewer letters this past year than
EVER before.
We’d love to have even a few' lines FRor'! YOU TO Japan on one of thise
CO'!'' EN ENT international
0-CENT FOLDERS, VM T NG AT YOUR POSTOFFICE TO BE USED,
TO LET US KNOV'7 YOU CARE TO RECEIVE THESE LETTERS, -•'ND ADDING SOME MORSELS OF NEWS
/.BOUT YOURSELVES,
HaRRY S ADDRESS IS c/o U.S. CC.NSUL, APO 59 ~ POSTMASTER SaN
L-" ABC
Mary’s address is - ^0 Tanaka, S^K den Cho, Sakyo-ku,
SCO {Cit airmail).
Kyoto, Japan,
I

I

I

1

’
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YOU,

We’re believing these words in which is wra'’'’ped our parting message to
HAVE OVERBut BE OF GOOD CHEER;
"In the v'ORLd ye shall have Tr: f.ul at on.

COME ^HF WORLD."

t

(Jno.

I

I

i

6; -^3)

Your friends,

Harry and Mary Hill

I
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Care of "Korea Evacuees"
Room s4 Kyobunkwan Building
2-4 Chome Ginza
Tokyo, Japan
January 9
95
I

,
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Dear Friends of Ours:

What floods have flowed "under the bridge" since last you heard from us',
AND before this REACHES YOU ONLY GoD KNOWS WHAT MORE WM LL HAVE GONE SWIRLING
"Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal PASTe
(M Tim, 2:19)
The Lord knoweth them that are His,"

Harry was in the beleaguered city of Taegu from the 11th of July after the
SUDDEN FLIGHT FROM ChoNGJU BEFORE ADVANCING ReDS, THROUGH SEPTEMBER.
WaS IT NOT
THE PRIVILEGE OF A LIFETIME TO GIVE THE GoSPEL TO PR SONERS OF WAR, THOUSANDS OF
V'HOi'l WERE PASSING THROUGH T AEGU TO FuSAN?
SOMETIMES REAL ChRISTIaNS WERE FOUND,
PERHAPS mere school BOYS, WHO HAD BEEN FORCED AT THE POINT OF A GUN INTO SERVICE,
UNDER THE ReD ARMY, BuT MOST OF THE HEARERS HAD NEVER BEFORE BEEN INTRODUCED
TO THE Saviour.
I

Then there were the endless multitudes of helpless refugees.
Doing what
COULD BE DONE FOR THEM WAS SCARCELY A DROP IN THE OCEAN OF NEED, YET A DEMONSTRATION OF THE LOVE AND COMPASSION OF HiM WHO HAS BID US LOVE, NOT MERELY IN
WORD BUT "in DEED AND IN TRUTH," TRANSPORTING REFUGEES TO "sAFe" PLACES, DISTRIBUTING FOOD AND OTHER NECESSITIES, COARSE STRAW MATS FOR SHELTER FROM RAIN,
PERHAPS TAKING PEOPLE BACK TO THEIR OWN VILLAGES FOR SUPPLIES OF FOOD (oN ONE OF
THESE TRIPS, CANNON FIRE WHIZZING OVERHEAD^: TAKING DOCTORS AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES
OUT TO MINISTER TO SICK AND WOUNDED IN THE CAMPS, REPORTING SPECIAL NEED TO
authorities, SPEAKING THE WORD OF SALVATION TO NON-ChR ST ANS AND OF CoMFORT TO
His own, these filled the hours full. When the enemy's fiery breath seemed ALMr st
AT THE CITY GATES, HiS PEACE AND HiS GUIDANCE WERE GIVEN, ESPECIALLY IN REGARD
Then the northward push of U,N. forces and ....ALMOST VICTORVl
TO Boys Home,
I

On the heels of the departing Reds, a reconno ter ing trip and then Harry
The glad and the sad sights w'HIch
WAS transporting Boys Home back to Chongju.
GREETED THEM ON THE WAY BACK AND IN THE LITTLE CITY AND ITS SURROUNDING TERRITORY
WOULD FILL MORE THAN ONE LETTER, MIRACULOUSLY, SOME FRIENDS HAD ESCAPED GREAT
PROMSUFFERING, WHILE OTHERS MOURNED DEAR ONES AND THE LOSS OF ALL POSSESSIONS,
ISING YOUNG Pastor Chun, who had taught in our Chongju Bible School, hearing in
THE COUNTRY OF DELIVERANCE, EXPRESSED HIS JOY TOO SOON AND TO THE WRONG SOLDIERS,
He was PROMPTLY EXECUTED BY THE DEPARTING ReDS, OuR FRIEND, PaSTOR QuAK, ChaPLA!N of the large penitentiary near our home, was one of 300 IMPRISONED AND THEN
BURNED TO DEATH BY THE COMMUNISTS AS THEY PULLED OUT OF ChoNGJU,
i

It seemed not less than a miracle that the building Materials for Boys Home
AND Many of their possessions had been undisturbed, tho' everything \mas looted
from missionary homes, even books. Mysteriously our piano had been moved up to
the orphanage and was intact,
(What wm ll have happened to it next!)
Bible
Institute, Hospital and other station buildings, though filthy and marred, were
intact.

During his two weeks in Chongju, Harry saw the gradual return of many who
had fled long distances.
Your news magazines have given you many photographs
AS WELL AS WORD PICTURES OF ROADS CHOKED WITH THE SEEMINGLY UNENDING MASS OF
SUFFERING humanity, THE HOMELESS, THE AGED, THE ^')OTHERS WITH THEIR BABIES, THE

(
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WOUNDED, (yes, Many CIV!LIaN wounded), the utterly confused and the stolidly
HOPELESS, NOT KNOWING WHERE TO GO, OTHERS, NOW HAPPILY RETURNING TO '."/HAT THEY
HOPED TO FIND OF THEIR HOMES, TRUDGING THE LONG MILES, AFTER DAYS OF SEEING MANY
AND HEARING MANY STORIES FROM THE ChoNGJU KoREANS, HaRRY RECEIVED GLORIOUS NEWS
OF the liberation of Pyeng Yang,
Most of you will know that Pyeng Yang, the Red
Capitol, had been our field of work from I9I9-I941,
After nine years of banishment, OFF WENT H^RRY TO SEOUL TO JOIN OUR F ELD SECRETARY NeD AdaMS, COLLEAGUES
Kinsler and Campbell and Dr. Howard Moffett, Navy Lieutenant, Words cannot possibly CONVEY THE THRILL THAT WAS THEIRS AS THEY REENTERED THE CITY OF PyeNG YaNG
ON CCTOBER 25,
|

The Iron Curtain was gone — or so it seemed, for some six wonderful weeks.
The welcome met was overwhelming, both collectively and from individual Koreans,
But what tragic tales of friends, pastors and Christian leaders who had been
LIQUIDATED, DtHER TRAGIC STORIES OF SOME WHO HAD COOPERATED WITH THE ReD REGIME
TO SAVE THEIR NECKS - BUT THESE WERE COMPARATIVELY FEW,
PaSTOR PaK Un YuL,
COERCED UNDER THE JAPANESE REGIME, IN WEAKNESS HAD YIELDED AND CONFORMED — A
HEARTBREAK TO US WHO HAD LOVED HIM AND PLED WITH HIM, BuT UNDER COMMUNIST PRESSURE HE HAD REFUSED TO GIVE IN AND WAS NUMBERED AMONG THE MARTYRS,
During the week preceding Harry' s return to Pyeng Yang, twenty two pastors
AND OTHER CHRISTIANS TOTALLING ONE HUNDRED, HAD BEEN EITHER KILLED OR CARRIED
CaN YOU IMAGINE wHAT EMOTIONS WOULD BE STIRRED IN THE
AWAY, NO ONE KNOWS WHERE,
COMBINATION MEMOR AL- AN t>- WELCOME SERVICE HELD, HONORING BELOVED KOREAN CHRISTIANS
In YelLOW Sea PROVINCE, EIGHTY OUT OF A
AND WELCOMING RETURNING MISSIONARIES,
HUNDRED pastors WERE CARRIED OFF BY THE ReDS AND ARE THOUGHT TO HAVE BEEN KILLED,
I

Mr,
t was decided that Harry should be transferred immediately to Pyeng Yang,
Adams waited until Harry could return to and from Chongju to settle in the one
missionary residence not occupied by the Army, The following days (five weeks in
all) before the Chinese Communists poured do'A'N from Manchuria, were full and rich.
Again, probably, the hours which counted for the most for eternity vvere those
spent with the prisoners of war. The response was as great as Harry had ever met
IN SPEAKING TO NON-Ch R ST ANS,
PRICELESS PRIVILEGeJ Cne SUNDAY HE SPOKE FIRST
TO G.I.'s THEN TO A LARGE CONGREGATION IN WEST GaTE ChuRCH AND LATER TO PRISONERS
IN THREE DIFFERENT CAMPS, TOTALLING FOR THAT ONE DAY MORE THAN FIVE THOUSAND SOULS
WHO heard the Word,
Churches in the city staggered their hours so that he might
SPEAK AT MORE THAN ONE SERVICE,

4

I

1

The stream of callers made eating difficult except by candlelight, when
pedestrians were not allowed on the streets.
Shocking and horrifying were some
OF the revelations of what even an AMERICAN SOLDIER CAN DESCEND TO - 0 THIS IS A
SORE POINT WE REALIZE, BUT, DEAR FRIENDS, PRAY NOT FOR THE PHYSICAL SAFETY ALONE
OF OUR ^VMERICAN BOYS,
i\
SYMPATHETIC KoREAN ELDER REMARKED - "Of COURSE WE EXPECTED THIS OF THE RUSSIANS BUT NOT OF THE AMERICANS,"
,

Heartening were the daily gatherings for prayer, tearful confessions,
EVIDENT hunger TO HEAR THE WoRDS OF GoD, REQUESTS THAT HaRRY GET THE SHORT-TERM
Bible Institute going this winter and prepare for year-round Bible School,
You
V'OULD BE INTERESTED IN THE REMARK MADE TO OtR , HowARD MoFFETT THAT FIRST SUNDAY
a'^ter "Liberation from the Communists," by a haroboiled American Colonel, that
HE H/,D BEEN IN MANY CITIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD ON SUNDAYS, BUT HE HAD NEVER SEEN
SO Many people with Bibles in their hands.
Does this in part answer the question
THAT has been IN YOUR HEARTS?
No
THE GATES OF HELL AND THE GATES OF COMMUNISM
shall not, cannot prevail AGAINST GoD AND THE CHURCH OF JesUS ChRIST OUR LORD,
Not all of His faithful witnesses in North Korea were silenced.
Our beloved
Bible woman, Ni Ssl Chin Sin, inveterate soul winner was out in country places
,

(

•

3)

»

GIVING THE Gospel message, teaching the V/ord, shepherding the sheep up until two
MONTHS DEPORE HaRRY's RETURN, WHEN HER WEARY OODY GAVE WAY THROUGH ILLNESS AND THE
Father took her Home,

Pastor Kim He Son, tried and true, had supfefxd under the Japanese,
Both
he
had
BEEN
CLOSELY
ASSOCIATED
WITH
THE
BECAUSE
MISSIONARIES AND BECAUSE HE REFUSED TO JOIN THE Red-sponsored, so-called Christian League, he was imprisoned,
SENTENCED TO SIX YEARS HARD LABOR.
DuRING THE MONTHS PRECEDING THE U.N, PUSH
North, he had been working in a mine for twenty hours a day. Under this treatment AN AVERAGE OF THREE OUT OF A THOUSAND DIED EVERY DAY, NoTING THE V^/EARINESS
of his guard, in the "wee, sma' hours" he Made his escape, when it was reported
THE PRISONERS WERE TO BE DONE AWAY WITH, He HAD RFaCHED HlS HOME IN PyeNG YaNG
ONLY THREE DAYS BEFORE OUR MISSIONARY MEN RETURNED.
GlaD MEETING]
AGAIN HE WAS
Harry's treasured associate. His son had been hidden for three months in a hole
UNDER THEIR HOUSE,
Then
The Red Sea poured down from Manchuria] Harry was
you know.
ABLE to get five TRUCKSFUL OF CHRISTIANS ACROSS THE TaEDONG R VER AND RECEIVED
THE PROMISE FROM THE CIVIL ADMINISTRATOR (/A^'IERICAN CoLONEl) FOR THE EVACUATtON
OF OTHERS BEFORE HE WAS HIMSELF EVACUATED BY PLANE THE VERY DAY THE ARMY AND AIR
t WAS A MATTER THEN ONLY OF HOURS AFTER THE DEFORCE PULLED OUT OF THE CITY.
moi_;tion engineers had blown up More bridges etc,, that the Chinese Reds began
Words cannot express the tragedy of those v'/hose flight - they
TO ENTER P.Y,
know not where - HAS BEEN THIS TIME IN THE BITTER COLD OF WINTER,
I

1

Harry felt it v"'as the time for him to come out
The strain had been terrific.
A FEW
FOR A WHILE, He had NOT SEEN OUR SON, RoBERT, FOR FOUR AND A HALF YEARS,
DAYS LATER, AFTER MAKING AS MUCH PROVISION AS POSSIBLE FOR THE NEED OF THE ORPHAN
BOYS AND CONFERRING WITH ONE OF THE TEACHERS, HE HEADED FOR FuSAN AND JaPAN,
Another "miracle" was the permission received to bring out our car,
and so, the week the Holiday vacation was beginning, most conveniently, Mary
up
on the island of Hokkaido received a telegram from her husband, to meet
away
him in Tokyo, There they were joined by Doctor Robert (now serving in the army)
FOR TWO AND A HALF WONDERFUL DAYS - ONE OF THEM ChRISTMAs]
In response to an invitation from Korean Christians of Shimonoseki to lead
THEM in New Year's week of Bible conference and evangelistic services, we came on
TO THIS SOUTHWEST COAST, HAVING ALREADY BEEN STRONGLY URGED BY THE ONE KoREAN
PASTOR WORKING AMONG HlS PEOPLE ON THE LARGE ISLAND OF KyusHU TO "6oME OVER INTO
In Fukuoka alone there are some 30»000 Koreans and in this
Kyushu and help us."
Probably a
WHOLE area Many thousands who are indeed sheep without a shepherd.
Co^'lMlTTEE
Advisory
The
the
of
Communism.
majority Have fallen victim to
deceit
FEBRUARY
22,
HAS GIVEN US PERMISSION TO WORK IN THIS AREA AMONG KOREANS UNTIL
HELP
TO
\MHEN THE COMMITTEE HAS ITS NEXT MEETING,
A REQUEST ALSO HAS COME FOR US
BEGUN.
BEEN
YET
NOT
BUT
HAS
IN A PROJECTED B BLE SCHOOL FOR KOREANS IN JaPAN
T^ S
We are waiting upon God for guidance, as we wait these agonizing days for further
NEWS FROM Korea, Just at present it does not seem that Harry v/ill be able to
GET back this winter,
In ADDITION TO SIZING UP THE KOREAN SITUATION IN THIS
SECTION OF Japan, we are trying to find a roof that will fit over our heads "H E Who HATH LED WILL
YOU KNOW the housing PROBLEM IN JaPAN IS REALLY ACUTE,
After calling in homes in Shimonoseki and coming to know the Christians
LEAD,"
IN THE little church WE VWERE REMINDED AGAIN OF THE WAY IN WHICH THE CROWN JEWELS
OF THE King glow and sparkle more radiantly against a dark background.
I

|

(

4)

The months in Sapporo, HokkaIdo, hao given Mary new glimpses of fields white
HARVtST — literally VERY VWITE WITH DEEP SNOWS NOWj
HoW COMFORTING IT V'AS TO
FIND OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE THE GoOD NeV'S TO JAPANESE STUDENTS THRU* THE MEDIUM
OF THE English Language and, once a week, for three months thru* an interpreter,
God is working in a special wav in Japan today and there is a thrilling response
particularly among students. With two classes of Junior College girls, in English
Bible; with a mixed group of young people, mostly students, in the Chapman*s home
on S unday afternoons, and with a fine group of young men from the Agricultural
College in Nopporo, an hour by train from Sapporo, these were indeed treasured
hours spent each week.
An early invitation had come from a Christian teacher
IN the last mentioned school to speak to the student body.
This had been followed
BY A REQUEST FROM TWO OF THE STUDENTS, ONE A CHRISTIAN, ONE AN INQUIRER, FOR A
weekly Bible class.
Four hours for the roung trip of a long walk and train and
STREET CAR TRAVEL DID NOT DAUNT THEM NOR DID A BLIZZARD DECREASE ATTENDANCE,
Mary also taught in Hokusei Mission High School three periods a day having contact WITH 430 OF THE 1250 STUDENTS,
TC?

Among the Koreans there were not as many open doors. Many Communists and many
engaged in the black market were very unapproachable.
And altho* there are said
TO BE ABOUT A THOUSAND KOREANS IN AND AROUND SAPPORO, LESS THAN TY'ENTY ARE WOME N.
However, one pitiful backslider, Pang Ssl, seemed to thoroughly repent .‘Nd return
FROM the far country,
Do lift your heart in prayer for her; she is so alone.
Five dear young people, including one young woman, came once a week for the study
IN Korean of the Gospel of John; a precious Hokusei girl, whose father is Korean,
WAS VERY RESPONSIVE.
THE DAY BEFORE Map;Y LEFT, SHE CAME TO THE HOUSE WITH THE
HeR FATHER, A BUDHlST, HAD CALLED
GLAD NEWS THAT SHE WANTED TO BE A CHRISTIAN.
ON Thanksgiving Day and we had a long conversation.
He went away with a New
Testament in Japanese and English, The night of leaving, father and daughter
CAME TO SEE THE MISSIONARY OFF, THE FATHER VOLUNTEERING THAT SINCE READING THE
Now a young Korean Christian
Book, he, too,’ wished to put his trust in Christ,
HAS GONE TO Sapporo and our prayer is that he may reach many for our Lord,
For about
Some of you have asked about blind Chong Sini, precious to us.
MONTH SHE WAS HIDDEN IN A CORNFIELD, The STORY OF HER ESCAPE FROM COMMUNIST
SOLDIERS WHO HAD HEARD OF HER IS TOO LONG A STORY FOR THIS "ePISTLE," AS ARE OTHERS
WHICH MIGHT BE TOLD,
HoW V'E LONG TO KNOW OF HER SAFETY NOW, V'HEN HaRRY LEFT,
SHE WAS WITH OUR DEAR STAFF AND ORPHAN BOYS IN ChONGJU,
As YET, ReD FORCES HAVE
NOT PUSHED THAT FAR SOUTH AGAIN.
0, THAT THE LoRD OF HoSTS HiMSELF MAY HALT THE
ADVANCE OF THE ENEMY AND HiMSELF DELIVER KOREA FROM THE CURSE OF GODLESS COMMUNISM,
Boys' Home still had their truck when Harry left and may already have evacuV/e are longing for word from them.
ated.
If only we could discover a large
ENOUGH Island and carry all of our Korean friends to safety,'
A

A letter from Africa
Thank you for the Christmas greetings which h we come,
tells us that our Mary Elizabeth (^Irs, George Horner) and family are now in their
THERE ARE
OWN station of FoULASSI, the only V/H TE family in that station, THO
OTHER missionaries.
TheY HAD BEEN STUDYING BULU IN ElaT FOR THREE MONTHS; NOW
THEY MAKE THEIR REAL BEGINNINGS,
'

I

These are agonizing days not
Forgive us if we have been slow about w'RIting.
ONLY FOR Korea but for U.S.A. as well.
Is God not calling to repentance for
forgetfulness of Him? What a day to remember Him on the Throne, to remember Him
Who Is AND was and IS TO COME AND TO REMEMBER THIS WORD OF HiS, "HeRE IS A CALL
FOR THE ENDURANCE AND FAITH OF THE SAiNTs" (REVISED STANDARD VERSION OF LAST
HALF OF Rev, 13: 10),
Your friends,
Harry and Mary Hill

_
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LETTER FRCM
THE REV . FRANCIS KINSLER

Presbyterian liiission
c/o U. S. Consulate
APO 59, San Francisco
liiarch 29 , 1951

Dear Friends,

Easter in Seoul, Korea, in the year 1951 - what a setting for the
Resurrection storyi We arrived there by truck on the evening of Good Friday,
and found a dead city. It was not so much the fact that large sections of
the city have been reduced to rubble during the North Korean and the Chinese
Communist occupations of the city, but the weird appearance of a large city
that has no people in it. Except for a lonely Korean policeman standing
guard at some intersection, or some U. S. army truck rushing by, or the
distant rumble of artillery to the North and the East, the stillness of
death had settled over Seoul. There were a few quite old women and little
children to be seen here and there on the streets ; but it is said that the
Reds compelled all the men and women of military age to go with them when
they withdrew from the city.
To our surprise we found that most of the Church and iviission property
in Seoul was left intact during the second occupation of the city. Some parts
of the city were destroyed during the winter, but practically all of the
Church buildings and luission houses are standing just as they were left last
fall, vidth some broken v^indows and some fallen plaster.
We were astonished
to find on entering the Korean churches that most of them seem not even to
have been entered by the enemy troops during their second occupation of the
capital city. On the pulpit of the i/Vest Gate Church we found a hymnal and
the treasurer’s book of the congregation's missionary society lying just as
they had been left by the church members when they fled Seoul. In the office
of the Bible Society and the rooms of the Pierson Memorial Bible School v/e
found religious text books and Testaments and Gospels just as they had been
left by our people before they left the city. The Sung Dong Church, in the
center of the city, still had its doors locked as they may have been left
after some Sunday services. The few old people who had stayed in the city
with whom we talked said that the only thing the troops seemed to viant was
food.
The shortage of food supplies and the fearful bombing seem to have
caused the withdrawal of the Communist forces.

But on Easter Sunday v/e celebrated the Resurrection of Christ.
We
held a daybreak service on Seoul's South Mountain, Anrith about six Americans
(Howard Moffett, Charles Bernheisel, John Undervrood, Ray Provost, James
Phillips, and I) and about eight Korean people. It was raining, the Presbyterian Seminary building was badly shattered, and the city below was deserted
and in ruins; but we thought together of the pov^rer of the Risen Christ at
work in Korea today, w'e also held an Easter service for all the city in the
new..GotJiic church of the Bethany congregation.
(This Young Nak Church, of
which Presbyterian pastor Han Kyung-Chik is the minister, is the largest
congregation save one in Asia. Dr. Han is now touring the U. S. on behalf of
the National Christian Council of Korea, ed. ) inhere usually about three
thousand people met in that church before the war, we scarcely had forty
people from all over the city - practically all of them elderly women and
little children. But again the promise and hope of our Christian faith and
re^surreot.j on ]ife was real to us all.

On our return from Seoul to Pusan we stopped at all the large towns
afonp^ the way to see how the churches fared.
Most of the people, especially

^
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the Christians, had fled South and had not returned home yet. In many
places the church buildings have been completely destroyed. That highway
from Seoul to Taejun has become known as ’’Heart-break Highway”; and it is
surely a heart-break highway for the church people. They will have to
return empty-handed, hungry, and worn-out to homes that have been destroyed,
and to towns that have been wrecked, and to churches that have been burned
to the ground.

But our observation of the Korean Church is that it does have a living
faith and a real experience of the resurrection power of the Christian
Gospel, At Suwon we visited the Presbyterian Church and learned from some
Korean soldiers there that some elderly lady came once every day to the
deserted church and there prayed quietly and alone in the Christian sanctuary. A Church Helper also made himself known, and said that he had returned
to look after the church buildings and the few Christians left here and
there about the city until the Christian pastors and people should return.
In Taejun we had to stay overnight in the building of the First Presbyterian Church, This church still stands although all around it lies the
rubble of many destroyed buildings. We arrived there after dark, and found
some refugees living in the chiu’ch. They v/ere very cordial and told us
their experiences in fleeing from the ruthless persecution of the Reds in
(Pastor
the northern city of Sinwiju, across the Yalu River from kanchuria.
Han himself is a refugee from this city. ed. ) Then we fell asleep on our cots
and were awakened about five-thirty in the morning by the soimd of individuals praying aloud. Then at six o’clock a goodly number of people had
gathered quietly and they began a formal prayer meeting. After some singing
and Bible reading and remarks by the presiding officer, they all began to
pray aloud together. It was very earnest and even intense prayer. As I
listened to the words I was impressed by the conviction of these Korean
people, their awareness of the need of the Korean people, and God’s judgment
upon them in the present war for their past sins. One man cried out in his
prayer, ”0 God, wake us up, 0 God, wake us up.” These people had been holding daybreak prayer meetings like this every morning all the year round, and
they were doing it without any ordained minister to help them, and in the
midst of their poverty and hardship.

In Kumchun we found the church full of refugees. The minister was
there and he told us that he conducted the daybreak prayer meeting every
morning for all the people, and that they also held a meeting every evening
for worship and Bible study. He said that the refugees had found new faith
and courage as they lived together in the church. One woman had had to flee
on foot from Seoul with five children and some five times had wanted to
commit suicide to escape her misery, but now she had found a new hope and
faith in the fellowship of these meetings.
Out of the ruins of old Korea perhaps we are seeing today the rising of
a new Korea in the days to come. Out of the sufferings is coming a humbled
people, a chastened Church, cind a new Korea that with God’s help will become
Christian throughout the land. Pray for this resurrection hope in Korea.

Yours sincerely.

FRANCIS KINSLER

—
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From The BUCKNELL ALUMNUS, December 1950

Korean Classroom

In a

By Robert

E. Streeter ’38

Robert E. Streeter, after a very active undergraduate career,
He
earned first honors on graduation from Bucknell in 1938.
received the master’s degree in English at Bucknell while doing
He earned the Ph.D. in
sports publicity for the University.

American literature at Northwestern University. On his return
to America from Korea, he accepted a professorship at the Universitv of Chicago.

The time

wa

just four years
this
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place

was a
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ago
De-

class-

at

ture-hall

ing the

still

bear-

marks of

its

wartime use as an

’Corean always and still is Corean. Russian always
and still is Russian. American always and still is American. In spite of this fact, we can’t find this fact in our circumstances. Must we always follow under. No
We

army barracks.

Broken-down
chairs

littered

division of the country at the 38th parallel.
The overriding national emotion, so strong as to be an obsession,
was the desire for reunion of the two halves of the countr)^
Ever)’ bright plan for the future was presented with
the accompanying remark, “When we are one country
again.” It is obvious that the Communists hoped to capitalize on this emotion when they broke over the parallel
on June 25.

Perhaps I can best illustrate the intensity of this feeling by a brief quotation from a theme written for me by a
Seoul University student named Mun.
Incidentally, I
accept only partial responsibility for the English in this
essay, since it was written just a few weeks after I became
Mun’s teacher. The student wrote

Seoul National University
a dingy, dark lec-

room

most critical test. The prospect that a unified country
will emerge out of the war will, of course, do more than
any other single fact to keep alive the hopes of Korean
During the year that I was in Seoul, \ irtually
youth.
every conversation with a Korean, old or young, swung
around eventually to the central national tragedy, the

the

!

back of the room.
As I spoke to my

have born too

class

of Korean
BOB STKEEIEK ANU A STUDENT
students, I had to
pace carefully, lest I plunge through a hole in the floor.
Outside the temperature was eight above zero. Inside it
was not much warmer. The wind whistled through broken windows, and the University heating system had been
a war casualty. The students sat huddled in their thin
uniforms, writing down notes with numb fingers.
This scene remains etched in my memory as a symbol
of the grim earnestness with which Korean young people,
after World War II, undertook the task of preparing
themselves to aid in the reconstruction of their homeland.
I realized the strength of this determination when I suggested to my students that, in the interest of their comfort
and health, we might suspend classes until the most rigor“No. no!” they exclaimed.
ous weather had ceased.
“Our people have already lost too much time thirty-five

—

We

cannot waste any more
years under the Japanese rule.
time.
must learn so that we can build a new country.”
So. for day after day of the deep Korean winter, these students gathered in a drab and unheated classroom, working
away at the English language which they regarded as an
open sesame to the knowledge so desperately needed by
their country.
Now Communist aggression and its aftermath of
physical destruction and social upheaval have caused another tragic delay in the realization of young Koreans’
dreams for a better future. Nevertheless. I suspect that
survivino^ despite the
their indomitable national spirit
ineptitude of the old Korean kings, the ruthless domination by the Japanese, and the chaos of a divided country
following the last war will stand up to this latest and

We

—

—

!

“We

must unite, unless we fall. Soon as possible as,
stand up to unite, and must establish form, new counAll of Corean youth should be ashamed of following
try.
others.
should accumulate our energy for our country.
It is not the time to divide in two, and not the time
to discuss good or not about government.

we

We

“I hope to our America to make our reunion, and please
save our country.
For my naked heart, please, l^g to

America.”
In the perspective of the past few months, this appeal
me now than when it was written
four years ago.
It suggests why, notwithstanding the
troubles of the immediate present, unification will do much
to release the constructive energies of Koreans.
Of course, not all Korean young people, even in 19-161947, looked to America for counsel and aid.
In the
period of galloping inflation and economic dislocation
which followed the war, a good many students, and teachers too, proved susceptible to the blandishments of the
Communists and the heady talk about the new "people's
democracy” reportedly abuilding in North Korea. One of
my better students vanished from class discreet inquiry
revealed that he had slipped across the 38th parallel to
sample the curriculum at Kim II Sung University in
Pyongy’ang, the Communist capital. Two months later he
reappeared, footsore and disillusioned. "All their courses
up there are really political science,” he told me, "and all
their political science is really political propaganda.
Henceforth, this wandering scholar was the most eflective
spokesman for democracy in our university. Indeed, refugees from North Korea were, as a group, the most militantly democratic of our students.

seems more moving to

;

"

The Communists displayed dexterity in seizing upon
educational controversies and makine political capital of
them. When I first arrived in Korea, students and
teachers were warmly debating the wisdom of incorporating several previously-independent professional schools
into Seoul Nationof medicine, dentistry, and commerce
In this case, differences of opinion and
al University.
heated argument were natural, but long after the decision
had been reached, the Communists continued to fan discontent with the educational policy of the University. The
result was a series of strikes, supposedly directed at
educational reform but actually political in effect.

—

However, Seoul University’s anti-Communists were
not without their own brand of political acumen.
One
afternoon, as I was in the middle of a two-hour class, a
large “action committee” came striding down the hallway,
threw open the door, announced that a strike was in progress, and ordered my students to join the walkout.
One
of my students quickly arose, stepped out into the hall, and
spoke earnestly in Korean for a few minutes. The leader
of the strikers appeared at the doorway again and uttered
the Korean equivalent of “O. K.” then he and his followers tiptoed, rather than marched, down the hall and
out of the building.
After class I asked my student. Song,
how he had persuaded the “action committee” to become
inactive so suddenly.
“Very simple,” Song replied. “I
told ilieiir that you were giving a special lecture, instead of
a regular class.”
So, all during the strike, that course
continued to flourish as a series of “special lectures”
Personally, I am convinced that the real “revolution”
desired in Korea, and perhaps generally in the less-favored
parts of the world, is not the Marxist one, but instead the
improvement of the material conditions of life by the use
of techniques of production and distribution which have
been developed, par excellence, in the United States.
I am
thinking, for instance, of a spring afternoon in 1947 when
I saw this “revolution” in action.
Several of my students
had painstakingly gotten together a rare collection of automotive parts an old truck chassis, bits and pieces of several abandoned jeep engines, etc.
For weeks they had
;

!

—

been laboring over this unprepossessing pile of wreckage.
Finally, one day in mid-May, as I left my office in the library, I saw a weird-looking vehicle slowly circling the
It was clearly proceeding
playing-field of the University.
under its own power, and it was loaded to the gunwales
with excited students. When they saw me, every hand
went up in the air, and every voice combined in a shout,
“Teacher! Teacher! Look!” Never again do I hope to
see such complete pride and joy written on the human face
as that which positively radiated from the twenty boys
crowded onto that old truck.
Similarly, discussions in the classroom convinced me
that the really dynamic motive with Korean young people
was the hope of better living conditions for their country.
I do not mean to suggest that intelligent Koreans believe
that an influx of bigger and better bulldozers, jukeboxes,
and plastic bubble gum will automatically solve their social
problems.
I mean only that they see, in improved techniques of agriculture, manufacture and distribution, indispensable preliminary conditions which must be met as they
tackle the task of creating a

Even Communism made

new

nation.

appeal in Korea, not by the
abstract formulations of Marx and Engels, but by the unscrupulous promise to deliver the industrial millennium,
pre-paid and gift-wrapped, a week from Tuesday.
often wonder why the Russians, in recent years, have gone
to such absurd lengths in claiming that virtually all the
great inventions are of Russian origin. I believe that it is
primarily because they wish to appear, in under-developed
areas of the world like Korea, as the bearers of technologiThey wish to take the technological revolucal promise.
tion, previously marked “Made in the U. S. A. (or Britain
or Germany),” and re-label it “Made in Russia.”
In several of my classes, the students read and disits

We

cussed well-known works of English and American literaThe universal favorite was Benjamin Franklin’s
Autobiography. When I asked the reason for Franklin’s
popularity, I was told, “He is the kind of man we need in
Korea today. Instead of arguing about ideology, he went
ture.

ahead and did things for the people.”
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THE PROBLEM OF INFLATION

KOREA

IN

most serious diseases which can attack the body politic. In today’s
to
it is a political issue, leading to successive wage increases
meet rising price spirals and causing the creation of new Price Control and Wage Control Agencies
under Michael DiSalle and Eric Johnston. To the American housewife inflation means milk at 22 &.
a quart, bread at 17(f a loaf, and in general a dollar that will now buy about 48% of what the 1930
Inflation is one of the

world

is

it

rampant.

In the U.S.

dollar would purchase.

Inflation

means

that the

English pound had to be devalued from about S5 in terms of the
new cheap dollars. And thus it has gone with curren-

old American dollar to around $2.80 in our

cies in

all

parts of the world.

What

causes

inflation

supply of currency

a

is

plentiful

in relation to

what

it

By comparison, money be-

will purchase.

comes cheap and goods become dear. Before the war $850 would buy a Ford car in
the U.S.; today

it

takes $1850.

Beefsteak

pound now brings
More people have more money, and
there are not goods enough to supply all
the needs. The price of goods is bid up;
that once sold for 59^ n

$1.10.

the value of

In

money goes down.

Germany

after World

War

I

and China

was compounded and accelerated by hoarding of
gold, hoarding of goods, and lack of confidence in the governments. Then inflation
after World

War

II

this process

became "run-away, ” with the result that the
paper currency came to have almost no
value at all. The results are repudiation
of debts, substitution of barter for sales,

the end of foreign trade, and the practical

elimination of the established currency as

medium

of

exchange.

The present situation in Korea is somewhere between that in England and that in China.
has become serious but not uncontrolled. Alongside the physical war raging in Korea is
being conducted another battle to save the currency and thereby to safeguard the economic strucInflation

ture.

This battle

is

“serious but not yet desperate,’ to adopt MacArthur’s famous description of

the Korean battlefront last January.
In March of 1950, just before the Communist attack, the inflation battle in the Republic of
Korea was on the way to being won. The Won in circulation dropped from its February all-time
high of 73 billions to 57 billions. This drop reflected the steadily improving economic conditions,
with consumers goods gradually becoming adequate to meet normal demands, and with the new tax
structure more nearly bringing in receipts sufficient to balance the governmental budgets.

(OVER)

The Communist assault
parallel

up>on Korea has had effects upon the currency which reflect and
vast destruction of physical properties and productive resources. As of April
11,

its

1951 the Government overdraft upon the Bank of Korea (representing new issue of paper currency)
amounted to )l356,288,000,000' This is partly offset by current Government deposits totalling
Wl45,322,000,000.

The

total currency in circulation in

Korea on April 11 I 95 I amounted to
since June 30 1950.
,

which represents an increase

of 5*'271, 178,000, 000

)*

338,088,000,000,

,

The two main reasons for this increase are: ( 1 ) destruction of normal sources of revenue;
and (2)vast increases in military expenditures. For the fiscal year ending March 31 the estimated
revenue (from taxes, government monopolies, and sale of rice) had been )>t'432, 166,000,000. Actual
revenues were Jl'l 87,912,000,000- Revenue from the government-owned transportation systems
practically disappeared, since civilian rail and bus transit almost ceased. Revenue from sale of
the rice collections was greatly reduced because of enemy destruction or seizure of supplies and
the lack of transport to move the rice.
Meanwhile, expenditures were forced upward, with the
Ministry of National Defense requiring )^T 34, 870, 000, 000, and relief and other war emergency programs requiring huge unbudgeted amounts.
,

The greatest period of deficit financing was in December and January, when the Chinese
entered the war and the Government had to be hastily moved from Seoul to Pusan. Since then the
situation has improved substantially.
In March only )^22,587,000,000 was put into circulation,
as compared to yP33,448,000,000 in February and )^52,805,000,000 in January.
Another main cause for the increase of Won in circulation is the loan of )){11 1,84 1,000, 000
to U.N. (mostly U.S.) forces, at the rate of 6,000 Won to Si. The eventual repayment of this loan
in dollars will not directly decrease the Won in circulation, but will make possible the import of
of consumers goods with a consequent reduction in prices.
Still another cause of the inflationary increase of Won has been the necessity of governmental loans to banks to cover the withdrawal of deposits. As enemy action forced rapid evacuation of large areas, the banks either had to secure money from the Government or repudiate their
obligations and leave the depositors helpless in the face of the enemy with no funds to finance
their flight. Meanwhile, the assets of the banks were largely destroyed by enemy action. Faced
with this situation, the Government did not hesitate to provide funds to the banks with which to

pay

off their

depositors.

One important aspect of the "Battle against Inflation” has received far too little attention.
Emphasis by foreign observers has largely been upon the vast amount of Won in circulation, and
the necessity of reducing it. However, the fundamental problem must be to enlarge the productive
capacity through building of factories, provision of fertilizer

for farmers, etc.

This rehabilita-

tion of productive facilities can only be accomplished with money, and thus far the main source

available

is

Korean Won.

The outlook

for the

immediate future

is

not optimistic.

U.N. forces expect to borrow an

additional )?^75,000,000,000 during the current quarter. Military expenditures continue unabated.
Relief needs remain high. Schools and productive facilities must be re-established as rapidly
of revenue remain seriously curtailed as enemy action conSeoul-Inchon industrial corridor cannot be accomplished, for
example, until its safety from enemy attack is assured. The development of productive facilities
in the Pusan-Taegu area is handicapped by the fact that port facilities are not adequate to serve
both military and civilian demands under present circumstances.

as possible.

tinues.

Meanwhile, sources

The rehabilitation

of the

What should not be overlooked is that the inflationary problem In Korea is an integral part
war situation. A healthy economy can hardly be expected when (according to a U.N. report)
over two-thirds of all Korea’s physical facilities had been destroyed even prior to the latest
Communist attack. The reconstitution of Korea’s currency can only be accomplished as a result
of the restoration of security and rehabilitation of its productive capacities. When this fact is
taken into account, the problem assumes its proper proportion. The inflation is deadly; so is the
of the

war.

Both must be solved together.
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"l would like for you to know
"Hello, Mr. Sun," said Mr. Rat importantly.
now,
and that we would be very
marry
to
enough
old
that my daughter, Rena, is
We chose you from all
husband.
Rena’s
as
family
our
into
you
welcome
to
pleased
the men we know because of your high position and your great power

"Your offer is indeed kind, Mr. Rat,” replied the smiling Mr. Sun, who had no
"I feel that it is only fair to tell
desire to marry a member of the ^t family.
I
you, however, that I am not the most powerful person of your acquaintance.
would like to recommend to you Mr. Cloud, who can cover up my face and keep me
from shining."
(Mr. and Mrs. Rat bow to Mr. SUn and cross to Mr. Cloud on the next line.)

"Yes, of course, of course, Mr. Cloud is certainly more powerful,” said Mr.
Rat as he and his wife went to see that gentleman.

(On the next paragraph, Mr. Rat pantomimes asking Mr. Cloud to marry his
daughter. Mr. Cloud motions towards Mr. Wind as he answers.)

When Mr. Cloud heard Mr. Rat’s offer, he too was not eager to choose his wife
from the House of Rats. He waved his hand saying, "You seem not to know that there
Though I sometimes get the better
is one who is more worthy of your honor than I.
of Mr. Sun, I am still a mere servant of Mr. Wind’s. His blast and growl make me
go anywhere he pleases, whether I want to or not."
(Mr. and Mrs. Rat cross to Mr. Wind’s side.)

Leaving Mr. Cloud, Mr. Rat mumbled to his wife, ”Mr. Wind is indeed much more
powerful, much more powerful. He is certainly the proper husband for our daughter."
Once again Mr. Rat offered the hand of his daughter in marriage, but Mr. Wind
Laughing
was no more anxious than the others to become Mr. Rat' s son-in-law.
hoarsely, he said, ”l am indeed powerful enough, for forests tremble and ships
It is Mr. V^all. He
toss in fear of me. But there is one more powerful than I.
sets his strong legs firm upon the earth and stands immovable in my way, arms
folded, eyes blinking. Hut for him, how I could meddle in the lives of families!"
(On the next sentence, Mr. Wind turns quickly and swoops off stage at the nearest exit. In doing so, he may cross in front of, but not back of Mr. Wall.)
So saying, Mr. Wind gave another laugh and -vdiizzed on.
(Mr. and Mrs. Rat approach Mr. Wall,

by Mr.

ifdio

7iTind--arms folded, feet apart and set

is standing just as he is described
firmly on the ground, body erect.)

Wondering how his wise brain could ever have overlooked so powerful and close
"It is quite true
a neighbor, Mr. Rat visited Mr. Wall, who likewise apologized.
that I, without any sign of outward exertion, can check the progress of the wind,
which commands the cloud, which overpowers the sun. Hut what am I to you, oh Mr.
Rat? Your prosperous race can undermine me and make me fall in the twinkling of
an eye, if need be. Oh, Mr. Rat, I am at your mercy."
(On the next sentence, Mr. Rat smiles proudly at Mr. Vfall and then turns
to Mrs. Rat.)
”How true, how very true," Mr. Rat said proudly.
”0f course the race of rats
is the most powerful of all. And my glorious race is next to none, yes, next to
none in respectability. The only person for our darling daughter Rena to marry
is another rat."

"Yes," said Mrs. Rat, "and I know just the person. That nice Roger Rat who
seems to like Rena so much. And his parents are such good friends of ours, too."
"Old Roland Rat's boy, an excellent idea," agreed Mr. Rat.
in now."

"Let’s see if he is

(He knocks on the placard around Mr. Wall’s neck. Roger Rat appears, coming
from behind Mr. Wall. Mr. and Mrs. Rat accompany Roger to stage right on the next
When "tliey get to the right side of the stage,
f*ow lines, -fcaikin^ eii -fcKo -wHi le .
Mrs. Rat brings Rena on stage from the wings. Rena giggles coyly, hanging on to
her mother's hand and looking shyly at Roger. Roger takes her hand and smiles.)

Mr. and Mrs. Rat told Roger of their offer, and he accepted immediately.
They
led him to their hole, where they found Rena, Although she tried not to let Roger
know how she felt, she was very much delighted that her parents were arranging for
her to marry him. Like most Korean girls, and many American girls, she was shy
when she was with boys,
Mr. and Mrs. Rat were every bit as pleased as Rena and Roger were about the
arrangement. And Mr, Rat was convinced that he had made the best possible match
for his darling daughter.

THE VAIIITY OF THE RAT, A Pantomime

(Based on a folk story from the book, TALES FROM KOREA, by Professor Y. T. Pyun of the University of Korea, Seoul, Korea.)
The Cast

The Wind
Mr. Wall
Roger Rat
Rena hat

The Narrator
Mr. Rat
Mr s . Rat
Mr. Sun
Mr. Cloud

Costumes
Mr. hat is dressed in a neat suit.
It is clear that Mr. Rat considers himself a very distinguished person. He has large black ears, which can be patterned after those of Mickey Mouse. They can be made of cardboard and fastened
on a headband to hold them in place. A tail made of rope is fastened to the back
The following accessories may be used to add characterization to
of his suit.
his costume: bright flowing Windsor tie, gold watch chain prominently displayed
on his vest, high silk hat, ceine, spats, gloves.

Mrs. Rat can wear either a street-length or long dress, which should be
fairly elaborate. She also has Mickey Mouse ears and a rope tail. She might
wear over-sized high-heoled shoes like those of Minnie Mouse. She has a fussy
hat, a considerable amount of jewelry and perhaps a fur piece around her neck.
Mr. Sun , Mr. Cloud , Mr. Wind and Mr. Wall all wear ordinary clothing and
are identified by placards they wear around their necks.
Their names are
written on the placards.

Mr. Sun wears a large yellow placard cut in a circle.

Mr. Cloud's is i^ite and is shaped like thist

Mr. Wall's must be of heavy cardboard so that Mr. Rat may knock on it.
looks like this:
r

It

L.J~i
rnnsqii

rn

i

Roger Rat wears an ordinary man's suit and has ears and a tail like those
of Mr. and Mrs. Rat.
Rena Rat also has large cardboard ears and a tail.
shoes and a bright -colored dress.

She wears

high-heeled

THE PANTOMIME

(when the narrator starts reading, Mr. Sun, Mr. Cloud, Mr. Wind and Mr. V/all
are on stage. Although they can be standing in a straight line, it makes a more
pleasing picture for them to be in an arrangement similar to thist

Roger Rat can be behind the
(Mr. and Mrs. Rat and Rena are off stage right.
backdrop if one is used. His entrance is made as nearly behind Mr. Vilall as possible.)
*

^

*

THE NARRATOR:
In Korea, where it was formerly the custom for parents to arrange their children's marriages, Mr. and Mrs. Rat were anxious for their darling
daughter, Rena, to marry into a respectable family.

(On the next sentence, Mr. and Mrs. Rat enter right and, pretending to be whispering to each other, walk to Mr. Sun's side. They must be careful not to stand
in front of him so as to block the audience's view.)

From the first, they had thought that Mr. Sun was the most high-stationed and
well-descended person they knew, and they decided that he was just the person to
marry their daughter.
(lir.

and Mrs. Rat converse with Mr. Sun.)

.

1931.
THE HAPPY GROVE. New York, C. Sortbner'e Sons,
Autobiographioal novel by a Korean. A version of THE
GRASS ROOF for young people.

Kang, Younghill

THE GRASS ROOF.
See above.

New York, C, Scribner's Sons, 1931.

Keith, Elizabeth, and
Robinson, Elspeth K.

London, EutchOLD KOREAi THE LAND OF THE MORNING CAlii.
Inson and Co., 1942; pp. 77, 16 color prints, 24 water
colors. A beautifully illustrated book on Korea's customs and culture.

Kim, Chang soon

THE CULTURE OF KOREA. Honolulu, ^he Korean -American
Cultural Association, 1946; pp. 334.

MacKenzie, F. A.

KOREA’S FIGHT FOR FREEDOM. New York, F. H. Revell Co.,
On the Korean Independence movement.
1919.

Metzger, Serta

TAIES TOID IN KOREA.
1932; pp. 247.

Morris, Harriett

KOREAN RECIPES.
cookbook.

Nelson, Frederick M.

KOREA AND
Louisiana
political
and other

New, II Han

WHEN I WAS A BOY IN KOREA. Boston, Lathrop, Lee and
Shepherd Co., 1928. Biography of a Korean.

Oliver, Robert T.

DIVIDED KOREA. New York, Citizens Committee on Interna
tional Economic Union, 1947; pp. 28.

New York, Frederick A. Stokes Co,

Wichita, Kans., 1945; pp. 50.

A Korean

THE OLD ORDERS IN EASTERN ASIA. Baton Rouge,
State University Press, 1945; pp. 326. A
history recounting Korea's relationship to China
Asian countries.

1947.
KOREA, FORGOTTEN NATION.
Press, 1944; pp. 135.

Washington, Public Affairs

THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA LOOKS AHEAD.
Pacific Press, 1948; pp. 20.

Washington, Korean

TUG OF WAR IN KOREA. Washington, Korean Pacific Press,
Four-page reprint from PLAIN TALK magazine.
SONGS FROM KOREA. Seoul, International Cultural Association of Korea, 1946; pp. 112. Collection of Korean

Pyun, Yung Tai

poems.

TALES FROM KOREA.

Seoul, International Cultural Association,

1946; pp. 148.

Ross, John

HISTORY OF COREA, ANCIENT AND MODERN. London, E. Stock,
1891.
Political history, outdated but contains good background information.

Wagner, Ellasue

KOREA* THE OLD AND THE NEW.
Co . , 1931

New York, Fleming H. Revell

United States Government and Other Official Publications
BACKGROUl'ID SUMMARY, KOREA.

THE ECONOMY OF SOUTH KOREA.

KOREA.

Washington, Office of Public Affairs, Department of
State, 1947; pp. 44.
'"Washington, Korea Division, Economic Cooperation
Administration, 1949.

Seoul, U, S. Army XXIV Corps, Troop Information and Education Section Hq.

KOREA'S INDEPENDENCE.

Washington, Department of State, 1947.

KOREA'S INDEPENDENCE, CURRENT DEVELDPMEINTS.

Washington, Department of State,
1948.

KOREA, 1945-48.

Washington, Department of State, 1948; pp. 121.
political developments and economic resources.

REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON KOREA.

In two parts.
1949.

REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS TEMPORARY COMMISSION ON KOREA.

A report on

Lake Success, N.Y.

In two parts.
Success, N.Y.

Lake
,

1948.

BOOKS ON KOREA

Allen, Horaoe

KOREA, FACT AND FANCY. Seoul, '^he Methodist Publishing Co
Outlines the history of Korea, includes Korean folk
1904.
tales.

Carpenter, Francos

TALES OF A KOREAN GRANDMOTHER. Garden City, N.Y.
day and Co., 1947. Folk Tales.

Chung, Henry

New York, F.H*. Kevell Co., 1921; pp.
THE CASE OF KOREA.
Suitable for high school students, contains history
365.
of Korea until 1920.

,

Double-

THE RUSSIANS CAME TO KOREA. Vl/ashington and Seoul, The
Korean Pacific Press; 1947 pp. 212. Recent developments
in Korea.
Clark, Charles Allen

RELIGIONS OF OLD KOREA. New York, Fleming H. Revell Co.,
Tells about Buddhism, Confucianism and
1932; pp. 295.
the influence of Christianity.

Culin, Stewart

KOREAN GAMES. Philadelphia, The University of PennsylIllustrated with many colored plate
vania, 1895; pp. 177.

Cynn, Hugh Heung-Wo

THE REBIRTH OF KOREA. New York, The Abingdon Press, 1920;
On the independence movement of 1919.
pp. 272.

David, Florence D.

OUR NEIGHBORS, THE KOREANS. New York, Field Afar Press,
Contains information on history and cul1946; pp. 90.
ture. By a Catholic missionary.

Bckardt, P*A* Andreas

HISTORY OF KOREAN ART. London, Edward Goldston, 1929;
pp. 225, 505 illustrations, 168 colored plates.

Fairfax, Virginia, and
Buie, Hal lie

KE SOONI. New York, Friendship Press, 1947; pp. 127.
Attractively illustrated story for children 8 or 9 years
old

.

FIFTY FACTS ON KOREA.

Washington, Korean Pacific Press, 1949; pp, 20.
information.

Fischer, Marie

HOW THE PEOPLE OF KOREA LIVE. Maryknoll, N. Y. , Maryknoll
Bookshelf. A unit of study for Catholic schools. Attractively presented information on customs, history, etc.
Separate imits are available for the various grades.

Gra;jdanzov, Andrew J.

KOREA LOOKS AHEAD. New York and San Francisco, American
Council, Institute of Pacific Relations, 1944; pp. 64.
Information on customs, history, resources, Japanese occupation.

General

MODERN KOREA. New York, The John Day Co., 1944; pp. 330.
Mostly on resources and economy under the Japsuiese occupation.
Griffis, Williajn E.

KOREAN FAIRY TALES.

New York, Thomas

Y.

Crowell, 1922.

COREA, THE HERMIT KINGDOM. New York, C. Scribner's Sons,
1897; London, Harper and Sons, 1904.

Harrington, Fred H.

GOD, I^JON AND THE JAPANESE. Madison, The University of
Wisconsin Press, 1944; pp. 362. Account of the career of
Horace Allen in Korea at the turn of the century as a
missionary and an American diplomat.

Herlihy, Francis

NOW WELCOME SUMIjER.

Honey, W. B.

KOREAN POTTERY. London, Faber and Faber, 1947; New York,
Van Nostrand, 1948; pp. 19, 100 plates. By the keeper of
the Department of Ceramics, Victoria and Albert Museum.

Hulbert, Homer

THE HISTORY OF KOREA.
Seoul, The Methodist Publishing
House, 1905; two volumes, pp. 409 and 374.

Melbounie, The Hawthorne Press, 1946;
Dublin, Cloranore and Reynolds, 1948. A Catholic missionary's account of Korea under Japanese domination.

OMJEE, THE WIZARD, KOREAN FOLK STORIES.
Mass., Milton Bradley Co., 1925.

Springfield,

THE PASSING OF KOREA. New York, Doubleday Page and Co.,
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THE BATTLE OF CHING

-

SHAN

-

LI

By Lee Bum Suk
P rologue
For Korea, August 22, 1910, was a day of blood and
On this day, 20 million Koreans bade farewell to
On this
their nation, their sovereignity and their freedom.
day, they fell into. the very depths of the pool of slavery.
For on this day, Korea was annexed by Japan.
The treaty which annexed Korea to Japan seemed to
blot out 4,200 years of glorious Korean history and to
erase from the map an independent nation of 85,000 square
Ceaseless slaughter, imprisonment, torture and
miles.
devastation plagued the Koreans for more than 3,000 days.
The oppressed Koreans finally revolted. On March 1,
1919 revolution broke out like a volcano, erupting from
tears.

,

The revolutionary
every nook and corner of the country.
flame swept from one city to another. Thousands and tens
of thousands rushed from their homes to cry, "Mansei!
May Korea live ten Thousand years!” And thousands and
tens of thousands risked their lives bravely and fell into
the bloody current.

After

the

Japanese

had

put

revolution, the Korean Provisional
at Shanghai.

Under

its

down this spontaneous
Government was set up

leadership, the armed revolutionary

movement along the northeastern boundary of Korea began.
The Japanese felt uneasy for the first time since the
beginning of the occupation and strengthened Korea’s
northeast boundary line, stationing police sentries at every
50 meters. But the police line was not capable of checking
the desire for revenge. Tokyo was alarmed.
In July,

Army and

1920

,

members

of the

newly-formed Independent

other revolutionaries attacked the Japanese Con-

sulate at Hunchun, Manchuria, killing more than 30 Japanese policemen. They discovered a large supply of Korean
arms hidden in a Japanese warehouse, evidently intended
for use in plundering Manchuria.
The Japanese lodged a strong protest with China over
At the end of
the incident and asked for reparations.
August, the Japanese began to move their armed forces
freely as they prepared to attack the Korean Independent
Army from both north and south.
With the base of an expedition to Siberia at Vladivostok,
the Japanese thought it would be a fairly simple matter to
attack southward from Vladivostok and northward from
Korea simultaneously to suppress the Northeast Independent Army, which was based at Ching-shan-li in Kirin
Province, Manchuria.
At that time the main force of the Independent Army was
composed of the West Koute Corps and the
North Route
Corps.
was with the latter corps which was in Kirin
I
Province under the command of General Kim Chwa-Chin.
A group of Czechs and Slovaks who had been in Siberia
during the war passed through our headquarters on thd way
to their new independent nation. Sympathetic to the Korean
fight for independence, they sold small arms, machine guns
and 800,000 rounds of ammunition to the North Route Corps.
We set up an official training camp with 600 picked
Korean youths, most of whom had had higher education.
Two infantry battalions and about 1,500 regulars were
organized. We trained all the Koreans in surrounding areas
who pledged their support, and they gave their money freely
to help pay our expenses.
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for revenge increased day by day, so did
closeness with which the Japanese watched us.
Like a blood-sucking animal, war takes away human
But when the people of one
lives savagely and cruelly.
nation hold the power to torture and murder another at will,
there is no other way but for the subjected people to welcome war with outstretched hands on the bloody battlefield.

As our desire

the

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA ON LEE BUM SUK
Lee Bum Suk, former Prime Minister and Home Minwas born in Seoul NovemHe was only 19 years old when he led his
ber 21, 1900
troops in the Battle of Ching-shan-li, which he describes
in this excerpt from his book. The ^ rath of Korea.
Lee’s military career began when he entered Un-nam
Military Academy in China at the age of 15. In addition
to his actual combat experience, Lee worked for the independence of his nation by serving as director of the

ister of the Republic of Korea,
,

Department of Military Affairs in the Korean Provisional
Government-in-Exile and founded a military academy in
Manchuria for the training of Korean guerrilla fighters.
During the war betw'een China and Japan, Lee held a
number of key posts in the Chinese Army.
Lieut. Gen. Albert C. Wedemeyer sent Lee to Korea
in August, 1945, from China as head of a mission to
assure the security of allied prisoners of war and civilian
Lee also worked with General
internees in Korea.
Wedemeyer in the repatriation of Korean guerrilla forces
in China.
The ^rath of Korea was written in Chungking in 1941
and has been widely read in Korea since the liberation.
This excerpt is from the translation by Kim Dong Sung,
president of the Korean Pacific Press.

Encounter
Vte started out in the latter part of July for the Changbaik Mountains on the southeastern border of Kirin Province where our force planned to cross the Tumen River and

attack the Japanese.

The melancholy northern autumn already had begun.
The Manchurian wind blew on our cheeks with a sharp
lightness.
This autumnal wind out of no-man’s land
blew over the mountain ranges, rivers and forests, telling
us as it passed of the approaching desolate and sad season.
It was an omen of the chilling battle to come.
We had been
waiting for this battle.
We were ready to march, and our
arms were loaded.
We marched on without hindrance.
Our forces were
chiefly infantry units, with a small mixture of cavalry.

At

end of our flank, 180 vehicles, each drawn by four
sturdy Manchurian horses, followed us adding to our warlike
appearance, as they rumbled along, constantly raising a
dust. We tramped over hills, only to find other hills before
us; crossed rivers, only to discover more rivers ahead.
Every ten-mile march saw another ten miles awaiting us.
A month of marching brought us to Ching-shan-li near
the
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the Manchurian town of Holung.

Ching-shan-li is a valley
about 30 miles in length enclosed by lofty hills. There is
little forest land on the west, but on the south and east
thick forests lie like a sea of trees. There are tall pines,
oaks and birches whose leaves shut out the sky, and keep
the light away.
The ground -- dark and damp — was covered with a
foot-deep layer of the fallen leaves of many years, '^e felt
as though we were walking on a soft mattress or plodding
through a sandy beach, occasionally sinking into deep
holes. Hills and gullies were everywhere in Ching-shan-li.
It was an ideal site for guerrilla warfare, a fitting place for
a people without a country to avenge their plunderers.

On September
northern climate

7,

—

1920 — a day already chilly in that
while we were marching towards the

entrance to Ching-shan-li, we sighted a long snake-like
procession moving sluggishly along the lonely prairie. The
enemy!
At first our blood seemed to stop flowing; then it boiled
up like a torrent through our bodies. The procession was
like a dragon, arrogant and wicked, with its tail hidden in
the dusty sky.
A distance of little more than three miles separated us
from the enemy. We knew they had sighted us.

scouts reported that the enemy intended
surround Ching-shan-li and to destroy us at once.
^Xe prepared dried rations and gave the men their assignments. First Company, to which we assigned non-combat
groups and the two-thirds of the infantry with the least
In the afternoon,

to

training,

was placed under the command of General KimThis group was to stay back behind the front

Chwa-Chin.

lines to avoid useless bloodshed.

Under my command was placed Second Company, composed of the remaining third of the infantry, along with
graduates of the Officer Training School of the North Route
Military Corps. The company also included a machine gun
squad and was armed with a trench mortar.
The officers we had sent out reported that four or five
miles inside the entrance of Ching-shan-li was the Kung-lim
("empty forest zone”), two miles in length, through which
flowed a mountain stream. The area itself was barren and
was surrounded on three sides by steep mountains covered
with the thickest forests, making it impossible to move
freely.

my company reached

At dusk

We spent

the Kung-lim.

the night on the southern outskirts of Pei-yun-ping, making

preparations

for action.

The enemy, having been

told that our soldiers had no

fighting spirit and were unworthy of a large-scale attack;

Preparation

advance

Our

were

troops

positions in the hills.
join battle at dusk.

If

the

deployed

in

advantageous

enemy approached, we would

When our main

force

reached the

Our comentrance to Ching-shan-li, it was nearly dark.
patriots (in the nearby village) welcomed us heartily and
gave us all possible assistance.
Our scouts reported to us that the enemy forces were
made up of infantry, cavalry, artillery and engineering
battalions, and totaled about 10,000 soldiers.

They were

not likely to attack us immediately because they
clear information about our army.

had no

It was fortunate that the enemy was not ready to attack.
The estimate of Japanese strength given by our scouts
indicated that we were far outnumbered, making it even
more essential for us to assume the most advantageous
combat position possible. We decided to go deep into the

valley.

At 2:00 a.m. we began our preparations. Most of the
our
Koreans at Sung-1 im-ping, the small village near
encampment, joined our forces, leaving only old men and

women to tell the enemy about us.
"The army was exhausted,” these people would say of
us, "and there was no fighting spirit among the soldiers.
They were poorly armed. Their military strength was noth-

old

ing to speak of.

Attacking such an army would be a waste

of time.”

Three hours before dawn on September 9, we began our
The darkness that awaited the dawn had swallowed
The further we advanced, the narrower and
everything.
The night wind blew upon us
darker became the valley.
ceaselessly like cold water flowing over our shoulders.
The autumn night was chill and clean.
The enemy’s cavalry
Reports continued to come in.
march.

sent out a detachment and occupied Pei-yun-ping without
any resistance.
The Japanese evidently thought that by
closing in tightly around us they could destroy our entire
army as easily as hunters capture trapped game.
The night was enveloped in silvery moonlight. Rays
like silver threads flowed over the great earth, clothing the

hills and trees in silver under the night dew.

Scouts from both sides already had begun to exchange
The bullets flew high in the
shots in small skirmishes.
night air with cold, piercing, metallic sounds.
The encounter was to be our first major battle. The
emotions of our men combined a feeling of adventure with
a mystic joy. They lay awaiting combat as a bride awaits
a wedding ceremony. !Xe were to embrace the battle as the

bridegroom does his bride at the nuptial.
The graduates of the Officers Training School were like
young tigers in their courage, and as sturdy as steel, yet at
the same time were dove-like in meekness, and as innocent
After a day’s quick march, they appeared
as tamed deer.
to be exhausted but the anticipated combat stimulated them
intensely.

The hour grew
leaves

credit to her that

fallen

into

I

fought well and died.”

"Sir, listen to the gunfire at the scout line as If
calling us out. Why is the night so dark? When will

come?”

side.

emotion.

8

The men burrowed

air.
Camp fires here and there were fanned by the nighi
wind into bright blazes.
whenever I passed by them, these youngsters surrounded
me like a flock of lambs would a mother sheep. "Sir,”
they would say, "look at our strong arms and broad shouldAny number of enemies would be an easy prey!”
ers.
^X’e need your
Or, "Sir, stay with us a little longer.
change.”
world
might
dawn,
the
After
companionship.
"Sir, if I should fall on the battlefield, I have no
request to leave as my will. Only when you have the time,
please tell my mother that I died bravely and that it is a

scouts appeared constantly at our rear-guard.
At 10 a. m., we reached our destination, the town of
We built our defense lines while officers
Pei-yun-ping.
were sent out to determine the topography of the country-
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their thinly clad bodies from the chilly

to protect

These

child-like

utterances

Invisible tears flowed

filled

me with

inside me, and

it

is

dawn

intense

my heart
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But

ached.
effort

I

fllith great
must not express my feelings.
myself and spoke soothing words to

controlled

I

calm their excitement.
But how could they be calm?

How

is

possible

it

for the

youthful springs of life and vigor not to overflow?

As the hours passed, the warmth

of the

camp

fires

and

the sheltering leaves brought slumber to them one by one.

could not sleep that night. Frequent reports from
my mind aroused. The camp fires burned first
high, then low, as if they were the playthings with which a
mischievous child was amusing himself. The dry withered
But

I

the front kept

This friendly
leaves emitted the fragrance of the forest.
fragrance and the warmth of the fires did their best to lessen the chill and loneliness of the night.
My eyes tried to penetrate through the darkness to the
Except for a few dark
other side of the Kung-lim zone.

shadows here and

there, I could see nothing.
thought of the mysterious area around me. Many years
ago, this thick forest, which had stood here from time
I

had

immemorial,
nature.
fire

been

the

victim

of

strange

a

trick

of

The section where we were encamped had caught

as a result of spontaneous combustion.

No one can imagine the eerie fire that had devastated
the area. The thought of it was frightening and grotesque,
as though the forest had committed suicide. The mad glow
had danced night and day, leaving acres of land barren.
At last the moon hid itself in the western sky.
The
faces of the youthful warriors were clothed in the solitude
of sleep.
My glance moved from one to another, and I
realized that my eyelids were wet.

The dark

curtain rose at length, revealing the creamy

backdrop of the dawn.
Pei-yun-ping

Battle

Our ambuscade occupied the edges and summits of the
enclosed the Kung-lim area and had many natural
defensive advantages. Fallen trunks which only scores of
men could move were piled in front of us, surrounded by
sand and rocks, and covered with thick moss.
hills that

Before carrying out my plan to launch a swift attack,
gave the following orders to my comrades:

I

Members of the reserve company were to take off
knapsacks to lessen their loads.
2.
Each man was to have ready 200 shots so that no
time would be wasted hunting ammunition.
The men were to refrain from smoking, talking or
3.
moving unnecessarily.
4.
They were not to shoot until my initial shot was
1.

their

heard.
After issuing the orders, I told my men:
"The Chingshan-li ranges are the main chain of the Ever-H^hite Mountains, the birthplace of our ancestors. Thousands and tens
of thousands

of eyes

of our ancestors

are looking at us

right now, and their countless

descendants also are looking
at us.
If the blood of our first ancestor, Dan-koon, still
flows through our veins, we must avenge bravely the wrongs
inflicted on our 30 million compatriots.

The souls of our
ancestors will help us silently from heaven.’’
The soldiers camouflaged themselves with pine branches.
As they lay waiting in ambush, they dug themselves
into the leaves and thickets of the dark forest to keep any
keen-sighted enemy from detecting them.
The Japanese came at last.
At about 8:00 a. m. a
vanguard of enemy troops wound their way through the only
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passage to the Kung-lim. The procession of biscuit-chewThey did
ing Japanese appeared to be 700 meters long.
not realize that more than 600 guns were aimed with intense hatred at their breasts from either side.
The enemy scouts were anxious to know our whereabouts. They picked up horse dung and felt the warmth to
tell whether our forces were nearby.
But we had taken our

present position three or four hours before.
The Japanese who led the vanguard was bearded and
short.
The morning sun shone through the leaves on his
shoulder strap of four gilt lines adorned with a lone star,
identifying him as a major.
He held his combat sword
tightly In his gloved left hand and raised a telescope with
his right.

He walked haughtily, yet cautiously. I knelt behind a
pine tree, following him with my gun, as I leaned it against
a tree to steady it. The enemy troops followed this haughty
pigmy like a flowing stream that was pouring its last drop
into the Kung-lim zone. One of the enemy scouts stepped
forward only a dozen steps from my position. He suddenly
stooped to feel the warmth of horse dung.
My blood began to boil. I felt as though I was loading
my gun with all the wrath and disgrace
with my life’s hope and desperation. I
bearded one,
Shots,
lead,

of the past years,
fired.

Pigmy, the

fell.

like

gusts,

fiercer than

burst

from everywhere,

a

storm of

tens of thousands of roaring tigers,

a

turmoil of iron and lead as though the heavens were crash-

ing down.

More than 600

six machine guns and two field
arms in our possession, showered a
cloudburst of bullets on the enemy flank. Shots streaked
and danced across the Kung-lim’s sky like lightning or
shooting stars. The enemy fell like leaves to the ground
and piled one upon the other. Blood painted red the green
forest, tinging the evergreens with the autumnal color of
the maples.
We shot like madmen and shouted, "Mansei,” like
lunatics.
The roar of guns and our cries sounded simultaneously in our symphony of revenge.
The enemy fell one after another. They fell before they
had a chance to aim their guns.
They slipped to the
ground, never to rise again, their guns clasped tightly in
their hands.
Less than half an hour of fighting had passed before the
main part of their force had been annihilated. The remain-

mortars, all the

rifles,

fire

ing troops tried in vain to resist, for they could not deter-

mine whence our shots came.

They merely

fired their

guns
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aimlessly

in the direction of the forest.

Hundreds of fallen Japanese lay in the low field. A
sergeant with a broken leg climbed upon a pile of lifeless
bodies, and taking over for his dead major, yelled, "Machine gun company, forward!” It was a brave voice. But
before he moved another inch, he was struck by a shower
af lead and added his body to the pile.
Another half hour passed, and at its end the entire
enemy force had been destroyed. We all shouted, "Mansei,”
as we plunged down from the forest to gather whatever
equipment we could find upon the enemy, but all the machine guns were demolished except one, and most of the
rifles were out of commission.
The assault had ended, but the battle was not over nor
Before another hour had passed, we
the victory in sight.
had proceeded to enemy headquarters and continued the
Eight or nine hundred of the Japanese front
battle there.
line troops had been killed in the initial assault and now
the remaining Japanese felt that they had to avenge the
loss of their troops to maintain the prestige of the Imperial

Army.

We still had the advantage of being in a wooded area
overlooking the enemy. We had the same guns, machines
and field mortars as before and sent another shower of
bullets on them.

The pressure of their cannons was almost unbearable,
but one line after another of the enemy troops fell before
us.

Where was the "Imperial Army,” our enemy? The glory
the Imperial Army was as the glow of thousands of
candles being extinguished one by one. The rays of their
sun-flag became dim, and their cherry blossoms lost their
color. Hundreds of young widows were waiting on the other
side of the Sea of Japan by this time.
In spite of their losses, there were nine thousand enemy
Now they spread their wings on both
troops remaining.
They marched
sides as they prepared to surround us.
concentrated
strength,
with
Kung-lim
slowly towards the
closing in to attack the sons of Dan-koon.
The fight began furiously, but we resisted without fear.
In the midst of the combat. General Kim sent out these

of

orders:
"1.

The detouring enemy will reach you within an hour
means of retreat. You are to withdraw to

to cut off your

Ko-san-tsun (about 50 miles from our present position).
"2. While the second detachment continues resistance
at the original position, the first detachment will escape
from its present position under cover. Then at the proper
moment, the second detachment also will withdraw.
"3. The second detachment should reach Ko-san-tsun
I will wait for you there with
before 2:00 a.m. tomorrow.
the first detachment.”

Soon after I
It was exactly half an hour before noon.
gave out the general’s orders, liaison officers reported that
Our covering
the first detachment had left its position.
duty had been completed, and our withdrawal began.
On the double-quick, we entered a pass so lofty that it
seemed to rub the clouds. Not long after we reached the
end of the pass, the company that was covering our withdrawal followed us, having suffered few casualties.
We had been successful in retreating, yet the enemy’s
guns still roared as though to shake the whole universe.
We had all come through the pass long ago. Why did the
enemy’s guns continue to fire madly?
The roaring of the cannons became louder and louder.
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Watching them from a distance, we came to the conclusion
Japanese were firing on their own detouring force,
mistaking it for us. We were clad in the same color as they
were.
Not realizing that we were withdrawing from our
sandwiched position, they fought each other grimly. From
noon until dark the enemy forces fired on each other, killing
six or seven hundred of their own men.
(To be Continued in the November Issue)
that the

(What

Now

"white nations

in the Pacific,

of the

West”

Cont’d from Page 6

still

regarded Asia as a sub-

ordinate, colonial area.

Thus far our grave errors in Asia have been compounded
weakness, hesitation, and uncertainty. Vie need a bold
new program that shows our utter rejection of racial discrimination, that renounces all taint of treating Asians as
second-class citizens, that abandons a "defense-line” policy of merely holding a screen of Asian islands for our
own protection, and that promises liberation, security, and
economic improvement for the continental masses of Asia.
Policies that attempt to patch up some sort of holding
line designed to "contain” Soviet expansion short of strategic positions from which it can threaten us directly are
The billion inhabitants of Asia cannot be
certain to fail.
won to democracy by a program that aims no higher than to
of

preserve a fringe of their area as a protective shield for us.
Until we offer the Far East a constructive policy
beneficial not only to us but also to its own awakening
peoples, we cannot hope to win its friendship and support.
How can we expect to arouse a zeal for democracy by
telling Asia, "Hold fast to prevent the red tide from rolling
across your homelands to attack the west!” Yet thus far

we have done dangerously little more.
The time is already perilously late.

We cannot

unite

Asia with our democratic alliance as easily now as we
could before China fell and before India began seeking safety in neutralism.
Yet the problems that exist now cannot
be solved by more delay and further avoidance of the issue.
Now — now — is the time to proclaim boldly that we seek
and will support fully a genuine alliance of all anti-Communist peoples in the Far East. We should build one solid
corner of this alliance upon the Republic of Korea, because
it has proved itself a rock against which Communist power

We should
subversion, then invasion) beat in vain.
even
government,
that
because
China,
include Nationalist
though forced to seek refuge on Formosa, still represents
the anti-Communist sentiments of millions of continental
Chinese. We should take in Burma, which has successfully
should
fought off Communist threats for six years.

(first

IndoChina, which is battling for its freedom
We should invite Thailand, Pakistan, India,
and
Ceylon, Indonesia, Japan and Malaya -- as well as the safer
Philippines, Australia and New Zealand.
cauIt is curious logic that has led our policy-makers
of
out
solely
Pact
Pacific
a
tiously to try to construct
Communist
immediate
from
safe
relatively
Asian nations
menace. In Europe we boldly extended NATO invitations
to Finland and Denmark (dangerously exposed outposts)
incorporate
ours.

and just as boldly they accepted the bid. Surely the same
boldness is worthy of a try in the Far East. Experience
has already taught us that excessive caution in that part of
the world has had disastrous effects.
Today any constructive program to unite all Asia against
Yesterday it would
Communist aggression is difficult.
well be too late.
may
tomorrow
it
But
by
easier.
have been
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KOREA —
Two
in

f

ago

issues

Korea

from

we had news

some

young

of

our Christian brethren

American

missioneries

who

had been evacuated to Japan. One of these young Christians
now back working in Korea, James M. Phillips, writes (Feb.
5, 1951) of his experiences in helping with the refugee work
in the Pusan area.
Once, Jim escorted a group of 290 KoThese people were carrean refugees from Taegu to Pusan.
ried by railway in boxcars which previously had been used to
What normally would have taken
haul rice and other cargo.
three hours on a passenger train took 24 hours by boxcars.

On

one of the boxcars there was a widow with five little
This was the third time that she had fled from the
Communists. “First time was after liberation, when she
brought her family down from North Korea over the 38th
parallel second time was last summer, to get from behind the
Communist lines. ‘My Children haven’t had any real home
for five years and no proper education, and all our household
goods are lost each time’, the widow said. ‘When will this all
come to an end?’ Her question is one which thousands of
Korean mothers and fathers have been asking since last June,
and before.”

children.

;

Jim continues: “The mother’s

vv'ords

thing about refugees these days which

is

bring up

another

true in all too

many

In talking with kids, it’s always natural to ask them
what school they attend, and what grade. But so many of
the refugee kids haven’t attended school for so long that they’re
cases.

embarassed

at

Still of

the question.”

the bo.xcar experience

was conscious

Jim writes on

:

“Just before

comwas picked up in our own, and it
turned out to be the Korean version of ‘Nearer, My God,
to Thee.’
At first I hummed, but afterwards I sang along in
English.
The words took on new meaning.
The realization crept over me that the Lord’s church was certainly neardaybreak,

I

ing from the next car.

of the faint strains of singing

It

.

er to
a

Him

in these pitch-black,

sunny Sunday

Christ

is,

there

is

afternoon.
the Church’

.

freezing boxcars than on
I

”.

was

reminded

that

many

‘Where

December 10, 1951

Dr. Paul B. Ma^iuson
3121 0 Street, N.W.
Washington, D.G.

<

My dear Dr. Magnusoni
Mrs. Adams (Sue Comstock) reports from her telephone conversation with you
that you desire a brief statement from me as to what our plans may be for rehabilitation work in Korea, They are in the process of formulation so that I can <Mily give
you a progress statement. We thou^t that our planning might be facilitated by a
conference with you.

First . The impetus for doing something along this line was given when last
July in fusan the superintendent of one of the ROK hospitals approached me with the
statement that nothing was being done for handicapped boys, and would I please try
to spark plug efforts along this lino.

Second . Presenting the need here both in Methodist and Presbyterian circles
has elicited considerable interest. The Methodists have a staff secretary returning from a visit to Korea, who presumably has investigated and their further action
will largely depend on her report. The Presbyterians have a missionary of mapy
years standing in China, who lost an arm during the Japan war, and has gone through
qome training in a Veterans Hospital in Florida with a view to helping similarly
disabled Chinese in China, He can no longer work there, and is now available for
Korea. We have a nurse with occupational therapy who has applied. She is under
consideration for appointment.
Third . We have information from the Korean Embassy that the Embassador in
conference with President Truman had started something and a Joint Array and Navy
group were sent out to investigate with a view to doing something; but somehow this
effort seems to have bogged do?m or miscarried.
Fourth . We understand that UNKRA is having great difficulty in operating due
to Eighth Array restrictions, and will probably continue to do so for at least six
months after the UN Array considers the fighting war is over.

Fifth . Though the contribution the Missions can make will only be a drop in
the bucket compared with the total need, it appears to us that we should push ahead,
sending such personnel as we are able to muster out to do what they can. Conversations with specialists in the field would indicate that a "team" should be conqjosed
of about five or six who have been trained along special lines. While aiming for a
"team" we will probably send out personnel as fast as we can secure them to make a
beginning. The aim of each individual as well as the team would be to train nationals
in their skills so that they would become dispensible as rapidly as possible.

1

Dr. Paul D. Magnuson

-2-

December 10, 1951

If you are in New York at any time, we would appreciate an opportunity to
It might bo you could help us in lining up personnel
confer on these matters.
or vise versa we might bo of assistance to you. The possibility of our supplying
UNKRA. personnel in Agricultural rehabilitation is already under consideration.
I am "Field Secretary” for Korea and will be returning to Korea next spring.
Our central office secretary for Korea is Rev, John C. Smith, D.D., who can always
be reached at this office.

Very sincerely.

EAiBF

Edward Adams

October 25, 1951
Dr. Reuben A, Torrey
77 West Washington St.
Chicago 2 ,
Illinois

Dear Reuben:
I understand John Smith has aJnreacfy written you regarding possible
service in Korea, He wanted me to enlarge on it.

Shortly before leaving I was in one of the large Korea Army hospitals
in Pusan, preaching to several hundred convalescing patients. Afterwards the
superintendent, not a Christian but interested, asked me to his office and.
poured out bis heart to me. It was

—

Gratitude that we had sent pastors as chaplains to work among the patients, He was most superlative in his statements regarding the changed morale
among all the patients since their arrival.
1.

Hearing I was soon to leave for the States, he plead that I send or
2.
bring back samples of limbs or aids to the handicapped. Many were mechanically
minded, hadjienty of time on their hands and could make their own aids if they
only had something to imitate.
Hiat the gi'eatest depressive element in their recoveiy was the hope3.
lessness of the future and prospects of being a permanent economic liability.
Therefore, could I do something in the way of vocational rehabilitation.
Since coming here we have talked with a number and considerable enth\xsiasm has developed along two lines,
(1) The Methodists and Presbyterians
uniting on a Rehabilitation Team for the Handicapped, which would try to cover
the field (medical, sociological and vocational), and (2) to stimulate the
United Nations to tackle this whole field on a realistic basis and to work out
whatever cooperative program we might have with them.
Wiis overall plan would make it possible to send anyone out immediplan was fully
ately who might be ready. We would not h^e t^^
to its fullest posdeveloped. It would also give good prospecui^^^e pxh^
sibility and with maximum unity and cooperation, A telephone conversation
yesterday indicates that the United Nations will be glad to help and receive
help.
If you decide for this, and let me say I do not know anyone urtiom I
would rather have helping on this or any other job, you could go as soon as
you are ready. Whether you think your present training is sufficient or would
want to "brush up" or even do something more extensive, would be up to you.
From the field standpoint, the sooner the better. There are sonB 60,000 pa-

Dr. Reuben A. Torrey
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October 25,1951

tients in 12 to 15 hospitals, I do not know Trtiat proi>ortion are •'handicapped"
but iTsy guess is a very large propoi'tion. At present as soon as well, they are
sent home with a cane or crutch, if lucky, I surely do hope you can pp.rticipate in this, I am quite sure we can get en interpreter to work with you,
either using Chinese or English.

Very cordially,

Edward Adans
EA:NV

^a>iei<^

Mai40*t>i

(Hid Oveniachi 9*da>uilu4AcU Be^uMce.
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Dra, John C. Smith and EDWARD Adame.
Board of Foreign Miaaiona.
156 Fifth Ave., New York City, N.Y.

Dear John and NedjYou will underatand and forgive my writing 3rou a joint letter
in reply to youra of the 24th and 25th. John’ a reached me aa I was Reaving
Wheaton for Ohio and Ned ’a was handed to me on arrival laat night. I am
hurrying off thia reply before leaving for two appointments today.
I appreciated your letters and was glad to get them gs
Abbott, Corbin and Stanley Smith had mentioned the possibility of my going
to help in this great project in Korea and Corbin’s phone talks with Henry
Little had indicated the trend of thinking in New Yo rk. I am deeply interested in the proposition and feel that it is a special opportunity for
service for which my past experiences may be a direct preparation. After
the lo'-s of my arm I ho ped to returi to take up rehabilitation of Ohineae
soldiers following the last war. With that in mind I went into the whole
U.S. army program extensively during my six month in army hospitals.
If I can carry this experience and my own personal experience of meeting the
loss of an arm to hdlp in the need in Korea it will be a happy thing.
Janet and I have just begun a months itineration. The

enclosed schedule (in Ned’s copy) will give you points where I can be reached.
The Kansas engagements have been in process of setting up since laat July.
Some or all could be cancelled if necessary but unless there is great reason for
haste I feel it will be advisable to finish thia itinerary if possible. Then I
could devote December to conference regarding the Korea projects, making
contacts, assemblying materials that should be taken along, etc. with a view
to going out early in 1952. I doubt that a prolonged period for brushing up
will be necessary but certain details and planning should be ear/ed for
and contacts made with the Army, makers of prosthesis parts etc.

Please let me know your ideas and wire or phone me if you
wish me to cancel my itinerary engagements. Also, we shall be grateful to
have your thoughts with regard to Mrs. Torrey. Do you anticipate her being
able to accompany me, to Korea or Japan or do you think of her remaining in
this country for the present?
Another thing, should I plan for taking my
oar for use in the work in Korea or try to dispose of it before going?

Any other details you feel will be well for us to have
in mind in laying plans will be appreciated. Will you wish mo to go to New
York to discuss matters or do you think things can be satis fhctorily cleared in
correspondence?. If a trip to New York is desired when would you suggest?.
Sincerely
copies to J.C .Smith, E. Adame
s. Corbin, E.Stonly Smith

_

Re„ken A. Torrey. Jr.

Pusan, Korea
September 10, 1950

To Whom it nay concorn,

is
The bearer of this note,
,
a graduate of the Korea Theological Seminary, has been serving as
the worker in a Church, and has expected to bo ordained into the
Christian ministry in one month's time* Ho intends to enter the
chaplaincj'" of the Korean army, and with the understanding that he
will apply immediately wo request that he bo deferred from the draft
for that purpose*
Yours tTOly,

<^A/
trie.

%i

l(

intends to enter the Chaplaincy of th

We are informei that

Army of the Republic of

^rea.

With the understanding that he will apply imme-

diately for that servl ce we respectfully request that he be deferred ffoni the
draft.

Chaplain William E* Shaw
Hq 8th A^y
BOKA
•^aison Chaplain

I

Care of "Korea Evacuees"
Room g4 Kyosunkwan Building
2-4 Chome Ginza
Tokyo, Japan
January I9, 1951

Dear Friends of Ours;

What floods have flowed "under the bridge" since last you heard from usl
before this reaches you only God knows what more (''Mll have gone swirling
PAST,
"Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal The Lord knoweth them that are His,"
(M Tim, 2:19)
.-^nd

Harry was in the beleaguered city of Taegu from the Nth of July after the
sudden flight from Chongju before advancing Reds, through September, Was it not
THE privilege OF A LIFETIME TO GIVE THE GoSPEL TO PR SONERS OF WAR
THOUSANDS OF
V'HOM WERE PASSING THROUGH T AEGU TO FuSAN?
SOMETIMES REAL CHRISTIANS WERE FOUND,
PERHAPS mere school BOYS, WHO HAD BEEN FORCED AT THE POINT OF A GUN INTO SERVICE,
UNDER THE ReD ARMY, BuT MOST OF THE HEARERS HAD NEVER BEFORE BEEN INTRODUCED
TO THE Saviour,
I

,

Then there were the endless multitudes of helpless refugees.
Doing what
COULD BE DONE FOR THEM WAS SCARCELY A DROP IN THE OCEAN OF NEED, YET A DEMONSTRATION OF THE LOVE AND COMPASSION OF HiM WHO HAS BID US LOVE, NOT MERELY IN
WORD BUT "in DEED AND IN TRUTH," TRANSPORTING REFUGEES TO "sAFe" PLACES, D SrTRIBUTING FOOD AND OTHER NECESSITIES, COARSE STRAW MATS FOR SHELTER FROM RAIN,
perhaps taking people BACK TO THEIR OWN VILLAGES FOR SUPPLIES OF FOOD ( ON ONE OF
THESE TRIPS, CANNON FIRE WHIZZING OVERHEAD); TAKING DOCTORS AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES
OUT TO MINISTER TO SICK AND WOUNDED IN THE CAMPS, REPORTING SPECIAL NEED TO
AUTHORITIES, SPEAKING THE WoRD OF SALVATION TO NON-ChR ST ANS AND OF CoMFORT TO
His OWN, these filled the hours full. When the enemy's fiery breath seemed ALMr £t
AT THE CITY GATES, HiS PEACE AND HiS GUIDANCE WERE GIVEN, ESPECIALLY IN REGARD
Then the northward push of U.N, forces and ....ALMOST VICTORYl
TO Boys Home,
t

I

On the heels of the departing Reds, a reconno ter ing trip and then Harry
The glad and the sad sights which
WAS transporting Boys Home back to Chongju,
GREETED THEM ON THE WAY BACK AND IN THE LITTLE CITY AND ITS SURROUNDING TERRITORY
WOULD FILL MORE THAN ONE LETTER, MIRACULOUSLY, SOME FRIENDS HAD ESCAPED GREAT
ProMsuffering, while others MOURNED DEAR ONES AND THE LOSS OF ALL POSSESSIONS,
Chun,
had
YOUNG
Pastor
who
taught
hearing
in
SING
in our Chongju Bible School,
The country of deliverance, expressed his joy too soon and to the wrong soldiers.
He was promptly executed by the departing Reds.
Our friend. Pastor Quak, Chaplain OF THE LARGE PENITENTIARY NEAR OUR HOME, WAS ONE OF ~^0Q IMPRI SO N ED AND THEN
BURNED TO DEATH BY THE COMMUNISTS AS THEY PULLED OUT OF ChoNGJU,
i

.

I

It seemed not less than a miracle that the building Materials for Boys Home
AND Many of their possessions had been undisturbed, tho' everything was looted
FROM MISSIONARY HOMES, EVEN BOOKS. MYSTERIOUSLY OUR PIANO HAD BEEN MOVED UP TO
THE ORPHANAGE AND WAS INTACT,
(WHAT WILL HAVE HAPPENED TO IT NEXTi)
BIBLE
Institute, Hospital and other station buildings, though filthy and marred, were
intact.

During his two weeks in Chongju, Harry saw the gradual return of many who
had fled long distances.
Your news magazines have given you many photographs
AS WELL AS WORD PICTURES OF ROADS CHOKED WITH THE SEEMINGLY UNENDING MASS OF
SUFFERING HUMANITY, THE HOMELESS, THE AGED, THE ^'10THERS WITH THEIR BABIES, THE

(2)

(yes, MANY CIVILIAN WOUNDEo), THE UTTERLY CONFUSED AND THE STOLIDLY
HOPELESS, NOT KNOWING WHERE TO GO, OTHERS, NOW HAPPILY RETURNING TO yi'/HAT THEY
HOPED TO FIND OF THEIR HOMES, TRUDGING THE LONG MILES. AFTER DAYS OF SEEING MANY
AND HEARING MANY STORIES FROM THE ChoNGJU KoREANS, HaRRY RECEIVED GLORIOUS NEWS
OF THE liberation OF PyeNG YaNG.
MoST OF YOU WILL KNOW THAT PyeNG YaNG, THE ReD
Capitol, had been our field of work from
After nine years of banishment, OFF went harry to Seoul to join our Field S^-cretary Ned Adams, colleagues
Kinsler and Campbell and Dr. Howard Moffett, Navy**L eutenant. Words cannot pos- /
SIBLV convey the THRILL THAT WAS THEIRS AS THEY REENTERED THE CITY OF PyeNG YaNG
ON Cctober 25*
V.'OUNDED,

i

The Iron Curtain was gone - or so It seemed, for some six wonderful, weeks.
The welcome met was overwhelming, both collectively and from individual Koreans,
Put what tragic tales of friends, pastors and Christian leaders who had been
LIQUIDATED, CtHER TRAGIC STORIES OF SOME WHO HAD COOPERATED WITH THE ReD REGIME
TC SAVE THEIR NECKS - BUT THESE WERE COMPARATIVELY FEW.
PaSTOR PaK Un YuL,
c'l.xCed under the Japanese regime, in weakness had yielded and conformed — a
HEARTBREAK TO US WHO HAD LOVED HIM AND PLED WITH HIM, BuT UNDER CoMMUN ST PRESSUt^E HE HAD REFUSED TO GIVE IN AND WAS NUMBERED AMONG THE MARTYRS,
I

During the week preceding Harry’s return to Pyeng Yang, tv^enty two pastors
AND OTHER ChRISTIANS TOTALLING ONE HUNDRED, HAD BEEN EITHER KILLED OR CARRIED
CaN YOU IMAGINE wHAT EMOTIONS WOULD BE STIRRED IN THE
AWAY, NO ONE KNOWS WHERE,
COf'BlNATlON MEMOR AL-AND-WELCOME SEFVICE HELD, HONORING BELOVED KOREAN CHRISTIANS
In YeLLOW SeA PROVINC E^ EIG HTY OUT OF A
AND WELCOMING RETURNING MISSIONARIES,
HUNDRED pastors WERE CARRIED OFF BY THE ReDS AND ARE THOUGHT TO HAVE BEEN KILLED,
I

Mr,
It was DECIDED THAT HaRRY SHOULD BE TRANSFERRED IMMEDIATELY TO PyeNG YaNG.
Adams waited until Harry could return to and from Chongju to settle in the one
missionary residence not occupied by the Army, The following days (five v»weeks in
al;_) before the Chinese Communists poured down from Manchuria, were full and rich.
Again, probably, the hours which counted for the most for eternity were those
SPENT VM TH THE PRISONERS OF WAR, The RESPONSE WAS AS GREAT AS HaRRY HAD EVER MET
IN SPEAKING TO NON-CHR ST ANS,
PRICELESS PRIVILEGE] CnE SUNDAY HE SPOKE FIRST
TO G.I.’s THEN TO A LARGE CONGREGATION IN WEST GaTE ChuRCH AND LATER TO PRISONERS
IN THREE DIFFERENT CAMPS, TOTALLING FOR THAT ONE DAY MORE THAN FIVE THOUSAND SOULS
CHURCHES IN THE CITY STAGGERED THEIR HOURS SO THAT HE MIGHT
'"'HO HEARD THE WoRD,
SPEAK AT MORE THAN ONE SERVICE,
I

I

The stream of callers made eating difficult except by candlelight, when
pedestrians were not allowed on the streets.
Shocking and horrifying were some
t,F
;'HE revelations OF WHAT EVEN AN AMERICAN SOLDIER CAN DESCEND TO - 0, THIS IS A
SCRE POINT WE REALIZE, BUT, DEAR FRIENDS, PRAY NOT FOR THE PHYSICAL SAFETY ALONE
OF OUR AMERICAN BOYS,
i\
SYMPATHETIC KoREAN ELDER REMARKED - "Of COURSE WE EXPECTED THIS OF THE RUSSIANS BUT NOT OF THE AMERICANS*"

Heartening were the daily gatherings for prayer, tearful confessions,
EVIDENT HUNGER TO HEAR THE WoRDS OF GoD, REQUESTS THAT HaRRY GET THE SHORT-TERM
You
Bible Institute going this vhnter and prepare for year-round Bible School.
WOULD BE INTERESTED IN THE REMARK MADE TO DiR. HowARD MIOFFETT THAT FIRST SUNDAY
a'^'Ter "Liberation from the Communists," by a hardboiled American Colonel, that
HE H/,D BEEN IN I'lANY CITIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD ON SUNDAYS, BUT HE HAD NEVER SEEN
SO Many people with Bibles in their hands.
Does this in part answer the question
THAT HAS been IN YOUR HEARTS?
Mo
THE GATES OF HELL AND THE GATES OF COMMUNISM
shall not, cannot prevail against God and the church of Jesus Christ our Lord,
Not all of H s faithful witnesses in North Korea were silenced.
Our beloved
Bible woman, Ni SsI Chin Sin, inveterate soul winner was out in country places
,

i

^

(
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GIVING THE Gospel message, teaching the '’ord, shepherding the sheep up until two
MONTHS BEFORE HaRRY's RETURN, WHEN HER WEARY BODY GAVE WAY THROUGH ILLNESS AND THE
Father took her Home,

Pastor Kim He Son, tried and true, had suffei\ed under the Japanese, Both
BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH THE MISSIONARIES AND BECAUSE HE REFUSED TO JOIN THE Red-sponsored, so-called Christian League, he was imprisoned,
SENTENCED TO SIX YEARS HARD LABOR,
DuRiNG THE MONTHS PRECEDING THE U.N, PUSH
North, he had been working in a mine for twenty hours a day. Under this treatment AN average of three OUT OF A THOUSAND DIED EVERY DAY, NoTING THE WEARINESS
OF HIS guard, IN THE "wEE, SMA* HOURS*' HE MADE HIS ESCAPE, WHEN IT WAS REPORTED
THE PRISONERS WERE TO BE DONE AWAY WITH,
He HAD REACHED HIS HOME IN PyeNG YaNG
ONLY THREE DAYS BEFORE OUR MISSIONARY MEN RETURNED,
AGAIN HE WAS
GlaD MEETING^
Harry's treasured associate. His son had been hidden for three months in a hole
UNDER THEIR HOUSE,

Then
The Red Sea poured down from Manchuria'
you know.
Harry v'as
ABLE TO GET FIVE TRUCKSFUL OF CHRISTIANS ACROSS THE TaEDONG R VER AND RECEIVED
THE PROMISE FROM THE CIVIL ADMINISTRATOR (/AMERICAN CoLONEl) FOR THE EVACUATION
OF OTHERS BEFORE HE WAS HIMSELF EVACUATED BY PLANE THE VERY DAY THE ARMY AND AiR
It WAS A MATTER THEN ONLY OF HOURS AFTER THE DEFORCE PULLED OUT OF THE CITY,
T ON ENGINEERS HAD BLOWN UP MORE BRIDGES ETC,, THAT THE CHINESE ReDS BEGAN
MO
Words cannot express the tragedy of those whose flight - THEY
TO ENTER P,Y,
KNOW NOT where
HAS BEEN THIS TIME IN THE BITTER COLD OF WINTER,
I

L.

,

I

The strain had been terrific,
Harry felt it v'as the time for him to come out
A few
FOR a v'HIle, He had not seen our son, Robert, for four and a half years,
DAYS LATER, AFTER MAKING AS MUCH PROVISION AS POSSIBLE FOR THE NEED OF THE ORPHAN
BOYS AND CONFERRING WITH ONE OF THE TEACHERS, HE HEADED FOR FuSAN AND JaPAN,
Another "miracle" was the permission received to bring out our car,

and so, the week the Holiday vacation was beginning, most conveniently, Mary
away up on the island of Hokk aido received a telegram from her husband, to meet
HIM in Tokyo, There they v'ERe joined by Doctor Robert (now serving in the army)
FOR Two AND A HALF WONDERFUL DAYS - ONE OF THEM ChRISTMAsI

response to an invitation from Korean Christians of Shimonoseki to lead
THEM IN New Year's week of Bible conference and evangelistic services, we came on
TO THIS southwest COAST, HAVING ALREADY BEEN STRONGLY URGED BY THE ONE KoREAN
PASTOR WORKING AMONG HIS PEOPLE ON THE LARGE ISLAND OF KyusHU TO "6oME OVER INTO
In Fukuoka alone there are some
Koreans and in this
Kyushu and help us."
PROBABLY A
WHOLE AREA MANY THOUSANDS WHO ARE INDEED SHEEP WITHOUT A SHEPHERD.
majority Have fallen victim to the deceit of Communism, The /'advisory Cor^iMiTTEE
HAS GIVEN US PERMISSION TO WORK IN THIS AREA AMONG KOREANS UNTIL FEBRUARY 22,
/\
request also has come for us to help
v\HEN THE Committee has its next meeting,
IN A PROJECTED B BLE SCHOOL FOR KOREANS IN JaPAN BUT T^-^ S HAS NOT YET BEEN BEGUN,
We are waiting upon God for guidance, as we wait these agonizing days for further
NEWS FROM Korea, Just at present it does not seem that Harry will be able to
In ADDITION TO SIZING UP THE KOREAN SITUATION IN THIS
GET BACK THIS WINTER,
SECTION OF Japan, we are trying to find a roof that will fit over our heads "He Who HATH LED WILL
YOU KNOW the housing PROBLEM IN JaPAN IS REALLY ACUTE,
After calling in homes in Shimonoseki and coming to know the Christians
LEADj,"
IN THE little church WE WERE REMINDED AGAIN OF THE WAY IN VH CH THE CROWN JEWELS
OF THE King glow and sparkle more radiantly against a dark background.
In

I

I

I

The months in SAPPoRo^.^Hoi<ii<.A-lDO, had given Mary new glimpses of fields white
TO Harvest — literally very vwite with deep snows nowJ
How comforting it v^'as to
FIND OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE THE GoOD NeV'S TO JAPANESE STUDENTS THRU* THE MEDIUM
OF THE English Language and, once a week, for three months thru
an interpreter,
'

God is working in a special y/ay in Japan today and there is a thrilling response
PART CULARLV5 AMONG STUDENTS.
VV TH
TWO CLASSES OF JUNIOR COLLEGE GIRLS, IN ENGLISH
Bible; vm th a mixed group of young people, mostly students, in the Chapman>s home
ON S unday afternoons, and with a fine group of young men from the Agricultural
College in Nopporo, an hour by train from Sapporo, these v/ere indeed treasured
HOURS SPENT EACH WEEK.
An EARLY INVITATION HAD COME FROM A CHRISTIAN TEACHER
IN THE LAST MENTIONED SCHOOL TO SPEAK TO THE STUDENT BODY.
ThIS HAD BEEN FOLLOWED
BY A REQUEST FROM TV'O OF THE STUDENTS, ONE A CHRISTIAN, ONE AN INQUIRER, FOR A
v'eekly Bible class.
Four hours for the roung trip of a long walk and train and
STREET CAR TRAVEL DID NOT DAUNT THEM NOR DID A BLIZZARD DECREASE ATTENDANCE,
KaRY ALSO TAUGHT IN HOKUSEI MISSION HIGH SCHOOL THREE PERIODS A DAY HAVING CONTACT WITH 430 OF THE 12^0 STUDENTS,
I

I

A'iong the Koreans there were not as many open doors.
Many Communists and many
ENGAGED IN THE BLACK MARKET V/ERE VERY UNAPPROACHABLE.
And ALTHO* THERE ARE SAID
TO BE ABOUT A THOUSAND KOREANS IN AND AROUND SAPPORO, LESS THAN TY'ENTY ARE Y/QME N.
However, one pitiful backslider. Pang Ssi, seemed to thoroughly repent 'nd return
FROM THE FAR COUNTRY.
Do LIFT YOUR HEART IN PRAYER FOR HER; SHE IS SO ALONE.
Five dear young people, including one young yeoman, came once a v/eek for the study
IN Korean of the Gospel of John; a precious Hokusei girl, v/hose father is Korean,
WAS VERY responsive,
ThE DAY BEFORE MAf;Y LEFT, SHE CAME TO THE HOUSE V/l TH THE
HeR FATHER, A BUDHIST, HAD CALLED
GLAD NEV/S THAT SHE WANTED TO BE A CHRISTIAN,
ON Thanksgiving Day and we had a long conversation.
He went away v/ith a New
Testament in Japanese and English, The night of leaving, father and daughter
CAME TO SEE THE MISSIONARY OFF, THE FATHER VOLUNTEERING THAT SINCE READING THE
Nov/ a young Korean Christian
Book, he, too,’ wished to put his trust in Christ.
HAS GONE TO Sapporo and our prayer is that he may reach many for our Lord,

For about
precious to us.
Some of you have asked about blind Cho ng .Sjn
r
COW'IUN ST
FROM
MONTH
V/AS
STORY
OF
HER
ESCAPE
SHE
A
CORNFIELD,
THE
A
HIDDEN IN
soldiers who HAD HEARD OF HER IS TOO LONG A STORY FOR THIS "ePISTLE," AS aRE OTHERS
V/HICH MIGHT BE TOLD,
HoW V'E LONG TO KNOW OF HER SAFETY NOW. '.‘'HEN HaRRY LEFT,
SHE WAS Vi/ITH OUR DEAR STAFF AND ORPHAN BOYS IN CHONGJU.
As YET, ReD FORCES HAVE
NOT PUSHED THAT FAR SOUTH AGAIN. 0, THAT THE LORD OF HoSTS HIMSELF MAY HALT THE
ADVANCE OF THE ENEMY AND HiMSELF DELIVER KOREA FROM THE CURSE OF GODLESS COMMUNBoys’ Home still had their truck when Harry left and may already have evacuISM.
i

,

I

/

are LONGING FOR V/ORD FROM THEM.
If ONLY WE COULD DISCOVER
ENOUGH ISLAND AND CARRY ALL OF OUR KOREAN FRIENDS TO SAFETY,'
ated.

'/'/E

A

LARGE

A letter from Africa
Thank you for the Christmas greetings v/hich h '.ve come,
tells us that our Mary Elizabeth (’'Irs. George Horner) and family are now in their
THERE ARE
OWN station of FoULASSI, the only V.H TE family in that station, THO
NOW
MONTHS;
THREE
ElaT
FOR
BULU
IN
BEEN
STUDYING
OTHER
missionaries.
THEY
HAD
\
THEIR
REAL
BEGINNINGS,
THEY MAKE
’

\

I

These are agonizing days not
Forgive us if v/e have been slow about writing.
to repentance for
not
calling
Is God
ONLY FOR Korea but for U.S.A. as well.
to remember Him
Throne,
forgetfulness of Him? What a day to remember Him on the
is a call
"Here
Word
of
His,
Who is and v/as and is to come and to remember this
LAST
OF
VERSION
FOR THE endurance AND FAITH OF THE SAiNTs" (REVISED STANDARD
HALF OF Rev. 13 10),
Your friends,
:

Harry and Mary Hill

.

Korea flersletter No. 12
Oct. 30, 1951
Dear Friends of Korea:
them,
You will rejoice to know that
y over with
been oelayed and oouta no
has *rgpJJ^^gJ°yg^“and'*'oould^
Korea for a visit. Dr. Brumbaugh
for the
but hopes to join them in Pusan
°tierreoort a good trip over, leavir«
and
Moore
Bishop
1st.
Anchorage,
on November
gj,;) sightseeing in
.
P
here on October 17th, naving an inberesti
where
they w'ere
2 hours
Alaska, then on to Tokyo for a stop of
^erdir^tir
our
met at’the airport by a number of
says, "Lfe with
"\^!n;te
th.t^^date .ays,
Moore's cable of
Biehop
20th.
Oct.
Sat.
on
to Korea
opportunities to serve.
friends. Unparalled need. Great
I am sure all of us are much i"

for Korea.^andjor^t^^^^

Confer;nces,^^d then re^iar session
iflh: Srir^ffe’rencrLrti:^ Lnual
again, cince there is no bi..,op,

of

General Conference and then annual Conference
Moore vith us.
are especially happy to have our Bishop

Earlier he hac
our Methodist SeminaryDr Le- also reported on the fall opening of
putting up a
are
ve
Seminary and
vritten, "V.e have just bought a small lot for the
of the
account
On
rooms.
used for dormitory as veil as class
small barrack7 to
his
Nov
October.
of
construction, Seminary vdll not open till about the first
The enrollment is
letter of October 8th says, "Vi’e are opening Seminary today.
nr/self,
besides
and 21 are girls. Pauline Kim is vith us. Three other men
keeo me quite^
vill
going to take tvo Bible courses and tvo English courses. This
to go to tne
planning
busy during the early morning. After tvo hours teaching I am
church office every day."
.

L

^

No doubt many of you have heard of the sad and tragic death of Jerry llurtii
Jerry was a doctor with
airplane crash over Japjin, as he vas returning from Korea.
the Navy - Beulah Bournes had written of seeing him busy in the hospital of a
prisoner of war camp in Korea in August. Miss Marie Church writing of the funeral
for Jerry at the Chapel Center in Tokyo, said it was a beautiful service. Mr. Huss,
erry's first music teacher, played the violin and "our wonderful Dr. W. E. Shaw
preached the sermon-such as is heard once in a life-time, ending with a meditation
he wrote on September 22nd in memory of their Bill. By special permission the body
was brought by the Navy to Tokyo for this service, in vhich those who mourned were
surrounded by all Korea folk who could possibly come. The tie among us is vonderfub'
Beulah Bournes, Canadian nurse, vriting of her return to Korea on August 3rd says.
The big day came at last - a hearty welcome and lots of work greeted me." The Civil
Assistance folks provided room and board for her, loaned her a jeep for a trip over
Of course her heart
the island of Kojedo, vhere she made many happy contacts.
filth, etc. but she addec^
undernourishment,
much
suffering,
sight
of
so
at
the
ached
"Kow much I adm5.re some of our Christian workers for the various pieces of work they
have started. They have caught the spirit of Christ and even in the camps they
gather groups together teaching and memorizing Scripture and hymns." Of Severance
Hospital she said, "Severance set up on Kojedo within three weeks after they evaojEted
from Seoul in January. They had brought what they could vith them, and thus won the
approval of the Civil Assistance who started giving them supplies immediately. They
are in a large school building with refugee tents all around. Rooms are filled vith
army cots, even have sheets and nurses in uniform - it was cleaner and looked more
like a hospital than any other in the Pusan area. Dr. Cho seems the right man there.
Drs. Lee, Kim and Moon are here, there and eveiyvhere.
A second Severance was
established near Taegu, a children's clinic in p^san (Another has been opened in
Fonju.)
Severance is flying her banner high in this time of need and of course it is
the Christian doctors and nurses vho are behind all their efforts,"

After som.e days in the Pusan area, Miss Bournes made the trip of 280 miles to Chonju
where she is now settled in the home of Rev. and Mrs. Linton (S. Presbyterian) and i'
giving most of her time to refugee work.
She enjoyed the drive over the beautiful
and picturesque Korean countryside, adding, "From Faegum we started to see the resull.
of last summer's fighting.
Broken tanks and vehicles v:ere every place.
Several sra
villages and Taejon were very nearly wiped off the map but otherwise mother nature
has done a vonderful job in covering up the scars of war.
The crops are looking goo
Of the refugee work Miss Bournes says, "There are 2 main camps near Chonju, one with
nearly 3,000 and the other about half that number. They live in sort of warehouse
ljuiidings with broken windovs.
Each family has one small rice sack mat.
The flies
are thick and it smells, but really fo.irly clean and tidy. _DDT powder is sprinkled
everywhere.
All are suffering from deficiency diseases.
The death rate is terrific.
Besides malnutrition, there are the Injured snd deformed cravling and jumping around.
One sweet little 2 year old is learning to walk on his tvo foot crutches. It is the
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cutest thing but so pitiful. However, the lack of one leg does not keep that active
little monkey from climbing all over the place and scrambling here and there.
erutoHps aye %QQ slow for him. Christian doctors and nurces from the lViir<-lon Hospital in Chonju give time to these camps, gol..g out eeverai Lime:: a \i, .1*, iJ Ir *
examinations and medicines to 2 and 3 hundred each time. V.hat a difference Christ
makes to such people. The hospital staff realizes this and each Sunday they go out
to the largest camp and have Sunday School. Last Sunday, out of their om pockets
they bought oeaches enough to give every child tvo. Hov happy those children vrve
but one felt sorry for the masses of people on the outside vho longed for just one
bite. Their diet is so insufficient." Ada Sandell, Canadian nurse, and
‘Florence
Our Methniurray vent back to Korea recently, sailing from Japan on October 20th.
Thelma War and Florence Piper, will go on November 5 to work in connection
ocll&ts
with the Southern Presbyterian hospital in Kv.angju.
It seems that our Methodist men missionaries in Kgj..ea are planning to take work in
several parts of Korea, Mr. L. P. Anderson wrote of taking a trip up to Seoul in
September and added, "As soon as the house can be cleaned up and fev locks put on,
Roads are
I plan to go into the Sauer house and sleep and have .vn office there.
Su\ivon,
YiChun
and
ChunAn,
so
can
out in these
Seoul
to
Inchon,
help
I
good out from
as
unyvnere elsi..
just
veil
off
there
as
As
for
security
and
safety
feel
districts.
I
prim.arily
and
one
even
some
long
takes
?e, of course, are not seeking security
Charlie
Stokes
that
Carl
writes
he and
Judy
chances on the highways in America."
will likely be moving up to Taejon for work in that area. And Dr. Lev mentioned h3w
happy he is to have Don Payne and Pete Spitzkeit giving some time to Seminary teachPerhaps you know that Mrs. Sauer has sailed for Japan and viii be
ing in Pusan.
taking some work there until she can join Mr. Sauer in Korea. Arlene Stokes, Hetty
Spitzkeit and Adrah Payne are happily situated in Osaka, living vith Miss Grube, and
Arlene v rites, "V.e have
they are eacii giving some time to teaching in the school.
Miss
a fine^i^ up here, te just feel so fortunate that we v ere invited to come.
Grube is tops, she’s enjoying all the babies."

Methodists have been in the real estate business in Pusan - at least they have been
trying to secure property, but with prices mounting, and sites difficult to secure,
Charlie Stokes writes that they hav^’e not yet gotten a building for the Social Center
He
and Mr. Sauer writes of difficulties in securing housing for our missionaries.
says, "For several months Methodists have had 3 cots out of 6 in the Lane house. A
major crisis developed v'hen all seven Methodist missionaries In Korea were in Pusan
at one time.
By imposing on our Presbyterian brethren and using the Lane office,
sleeping quarters were improvised. Recently the Methodists have purchased a J^aaese
style house and our missionaries in Pusan are getting settled there.
Miss Billingsley has a room with a cob in the Lane house. Grace V ood has gotten clearance to gc
over to Korea as her secretary for this trip so another cot will be put in for hershe was to arrive in Piisan on October 24th. Miss Billingsley arrived in Pusan in
time to attend the wedding of Hunter Lee's daughter.

Helen Boyles, now studying at Scarritt College, has recently received a letter from
InChun telling her that the Bible V.oman, Chun i.iii-.a and the tvo Center workers are
back in InChun vanting funds to begin Center work again. They report that the VtSCE
mj.ssionary residence, church and school, are intact and schools have opened bhis
fall.
No mention was made of the Dispensary and bhe v orkers there."
Dr. Henry Appenzeller making a brief report for Church lAJorld Service for the S
months since his arrival in Korea last February says, "I found about 150 bales of
clothing on hand that had been rescued from Seoul. This writh some supplies from
Australia and from the generous contributions of chaplains, CV'.S distributions to
June 30th amounted to gifts to 116,264 persons. V.ith the access of supplies in
July and August w^e stepped up our distributions. Our grand total for 8 months is
45j219 families of 2l6,435persons receiving relief assistance in clothing and aigiies
But that is not all. In August v'e started to make purchases of grain locally and
distributing this to refugees from the 38th parallel evacuation. Tnere have been
two of these operations already bringing relief to 30,795 persons. Church World Service has been assisting also in 2 rehabilitation projects - one for vidows of
preachers here in Pusan - the Misil Hoi; the other on Cheju Island - the Bethany
Weaving Co. We helped in the opening of the CAC branch of Severance Hsopital in
Vonju."
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Word comes from Japan that Dr. and Mrs. Soper (Moneta Troxel) were able to make si
flying trip over to Pusan for a brief visit of about 24 hours. Dr. Soper went to
talk to chaplains, but Monetr. stayed with Dr. Helen Kim and, jtipt ,.with FjJjfiXrdjeG.ds
As they sang the Ewha song. Dr. Helen Kim said, "This song has already gene through
many wars; it had to be translated into Japanese; we sang it for the first time
restored to Korean, in our chapel vrith tears streaming dov-n our faces, in 1945; and
now we sing it again in our war time University. "Evha is carrying on in temporary
shacks in Pusan. General VanFleet made it possible to transfer 6 pianos, library
books, etc. from the Evha campus in Seoul to Pusan.
Miss Billingsley writing from Pus.an on Oct. 23rd said, "Bishop Moore goes to Seoul
by train tonight. He goes with a chaplain to speak to chaplains.
I hope to go after
conference." Sincerely, S M Moore for M. Billingsley & T T Brumbaugh-Meth Bd-N. Y.
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Korea Newsletter No. 11
September 18, 1951
Dear Friends:
in
We continually thank God for the heartening reports that come from our friends
concludes;
but
difficulties
and
problems
Dr. Lew's recent letter recounts
Korea.
we are
"But vre are still fortunate to have the faith that God is in His heaven and
His children."

Courage, faith and hope characterize a recent letter from Dr. Helen Kim in Pusan.
ShVtold of the Ewha commencement program August 19 and 20, "On Sunday our own
Following the sermon there ras
pastor, Kim Chongpil, gave the Baccalaureate sermon.
The next morning we graduated
a baptismal service for 12 seniors and 1 teacher.
137 seniors. Both occasions took place in the Pusan Girls High School nov occupied
hour, but our
by aROKArmy unit unit. On Sunday we delayed the Army lunch by an
soldiers didn't complain. On Monday American Ambassador Muccio and General Coulter
of the 8th Army honored us with their presence quite unexpectedly. They both made a
few congratulatory remarks. Dr. Hyungki Lew was our principle speaker. On Monday
P.M. our Alumnae Association had a brief ceremony for the new graduates at our Victcry
House. We were packed into the largest room, 24 by 15 and lunch was served. About
200 of us received 2 sw-eet rolls and an apple each. After the welcome speech tvo
girls from Mrs. Grace Chang's Kyunggi High «ave a scene from Choon Han, ancient Kxeai
story. In the story were v/orked our present day terms - so remote from Choon Han's
time that we all had a big laugh. For instance, Choon Han gave Ye Toryung chewing
gum and DDT as presents when he v^as taking leave for Seoul, chewing gum to keep him
company on his long journey and DDT to keep the bugs away so he wouldn't get sick."
Dr, Kim also told of making a trip up to Seoul early in August at the request of the
She says, "Our auditorium was full
5th Air Force units now; occupying Ewha campus.
of the founding and development
my
story
to
vho
listened
of officers and service men
Dr.
Appenzeller,
Mrs. Henry Pfeiffer w^ere menAlice
names
like
of Ewha. Prominent
tioned and the story was told of how numberless women of the USA gave what they
I triedto
could to build up this campus as the mecca of learning for Korean women.
tell them that every brick and stone, every tree and shrub had meaning back of it
in terms of spiritual values." Dr. Kim said the men expressed a deeper understanding.
She says they are taking good care of the campus and buildings have been cleaned. Of
the new Appenzeller Hall she said, "Scaffolding in front of our Appenzeller Hall was
taken off and parts of that building being used as officers mess hall. The new building looked very nice, beaming out the light of hope that thousands of Korean girls
will be studying science in the future."

And about the immediate future, she says that since civilian population is still prohibited from entering Seoul, Ewha College plans to open in Pusan about September 25.
500 girls applied for entrance exams on September 3rd and they expect an enrollment
have canof 1,000. Dr. Kim says, "Fe start with nothing - from the scratch
vassed the available vacant lots and asked for permission to use them and now we
are looking far and wide for tents and quonsets to put up." They plan some adjustments of curriculum aiming to prepare the girls in very practical ways. Fundamentals
of carpentry, plumbing, electricity and machines - some home engineering wdll be
taught
I

Our Methodist missionary group in Korea has been reinforced by several additions in
recent weeks.
Dr. Villiam She.w has left the chaplain's service and will be going
back to Korea in full time missionary work in October - he is now' having some time in
Japan. Word has been received that Mr. Carl Judy and Mr. L; P. Anderson have gotten
to Korea, and that Don Payne and Pete Spitzkeit have gone over from Japan. Pete
wrote enthusiastically of his first days back. He says, "My arrival in Korea was
appropriately timed. The Sunday following my arrival was the day for the Baccalaureate Service for the Methodist Seminary graduating class.
Inasmuch as we have no
Methodist Church in this area suitable for such an occasion, it v;as held in one of
the large Presbyterian churches. The service was a good one of which the students,
members of the Seminary, missionaries, and the church could rightly be proud.
Dr. VI'. E. Shaw gave the address.
The graduating class (27 in number) w/as handsomely
dressed in nev' suits given by the Manget and Banks Foundations. These suits arrived
just in time for the students to wear them for this occasion.
Monday, the day of
graduation, w'as even more thrilling and inspiring. The graduation exercises were
climaxed with the majestic singing of "A Mighty Fortress is Our God". Throughout
these two services I meditated on the strength and faith of the Korean Methodist
Church. It is a strong church and is w'eathering the storm.
As I left the church
after the graduation service, ny one thought was that the Church of Jesus Christ
is the one indestructible thing in the world.
Our God is living and active today
and consequently his Church lives and carries on its great commission to carry the
gospel to every man.
•

"Last week-end I had a chance to go to the Island of Kaduk.
During my stay of two
days I met all of our refugee pastors and families and Bible women who are living
on the island.
Their hospitality in the midst of their great suffering and sorrow
was overwhelming.
Their courage and hope in the midst of pain, sickness and tragedy
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"Come Over and Help Us"

E|y

Sadie Maude Moore-liarch 1950

llr, Lee walked into the Rural Center office, one autumn morning, "I've come to ask
for help", he said, as Mr, Chang greeted him and invited him in. Then they had a long
talk#" It's like this," began Mr, Lee, "I live out in the village of Chusun 6 miles
from Wonju. We have heard of the fine work your Center has been sponsoring in country
villages, and we would. like some of those classes in our village d\iring winter vacation.
We need such work in our villtge. There ie no church, and no Christians in Chusan, but
we need Christian teaching. I for one am reauy to learn about C3aristianity , and I've
come to you for help,"
Of course the Rural Center wrkers were anxious to enter this open door of opportunity*
To answer this "Macedonian call", a ?!*?ssagp was sent toEwha College^d some of their
finest students volunteered. Seniors would be busy with thesis writing during vacation, and had agreed not to do^vacation work, but Miss S\mg said, "Let me go, this is
an opportunity I cannot miss. I can go for two weeks and still have time to work on ay
thesis*" So she and three other lovely girls came. For when the county educational
officials heard that two girls were coming to work in Chusan, they made request for
two others to work in KoSan, a very needy and backward village three miles beyond ChuSan.
The girls left Seoul on an early morning train, Jan. 4th and arrived in Wonju at
noon, Mr. Chang and Miss Moore took them by jeep out to their villages and also visited
them several times during their two weeks there. Work in each village began with an
evening meeting, There plans were discussed and a program of projected pictures was
given to an eager and appreciative audience. The next morning their regvilar work began.
This included classes for diildren eada morning and evening classes for women and girls.
How the children loved the songs, the stories, games and handwork, and how they clamored
for more. What fun they had with those little drills and motion songs. Butterfly dances
were dainty and graceful, in spite of the fact that some who took part were so poor
their clothes were in rags«= literally "patch upon patch and hole in the middle." Reading
and writing was a part of tlie work with each group. Literacy classes are so important,
for most of the village women and girls have had no school advantages, ^y the flickering light of two smoty kerosene lamps sixteen young women in ChiiSan studied diligently
each evening and made remarkable progress.
Lessons in diild care were given so helpfully to women's classes. Some mothers
walked long distances on dark cold, rainy nights to attend these classes. And what a
joy to watdi their eager faces, as th^ heard for the first time, the rejil meaning of
Christianity, and what it means to be a Christian. Even when the hour grew late, they
continued to ask questions, and begged for more teaching on the Christian way of life.
Children loved the Bible stories and Christian songs. And those who enquired about
Qiristianity included others besides those who came to classes. In the homes, on the
village paths and wherever people met they talked about these new teachers and what
they had brought to their community.
These were new experiences for the villagers. They had never seen such interesting
classes, and they had never heard of teadiers with such a spirit of service. For the
girls had entered enthusiastically into the Tife of the village. Th^ went with children to the mountain to bring fire wood, they nursed the sick, they helped with house
work, they bathed children, and had a word of comfort, help and encouragement for everyone. What difference did it make if there were some inconveniences, they were too busy
and happy to think of hardships. They lauded when th^ told of the grandmother they
had to room with., who sat up most all night spinning thread, her spinning wheel blazing
in their ears with the air thick with lint. And when the Wonju police ordered them
in for some investigations and they had to walk in nine miles, on a cold day, Mr. Chang,
end Miss Moore were greatly distressed, but the girls said, "Oh, the walk wasn’t too bad,
we sang along the way, and the song we sang most was "Hidden Peace", with words like
this, "Ho matter Tdiere I go, there’s a deep peace in ny heart'." Singing, living, teachThis practical
ing, these girls answered the call for help in C3iuSaii and KoSan.
demonstration of Christianity has already brought gracious results and its influence
will continue.
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They Returned Again ^ith Joy
>•

In the long ago, in that far away Judean land, Christ sent His helpers two by
two, out to work in a lleld that ims great and rioe unto harvest. After days of joyous,
fruitful service t^ese sent ones, "returned again with joy, saying, ’Lord, even the devils
are subject unto us, through thy name'", Mo\t, two thousand years later, in this little
land of Korea Christ’s helpers are again sent out by two’s and three’s, to country villacres
in the Tonju District, where fields are also ripe unto harvest. Returning after days of
hapjy experiences in the villages, their reports have indeed echoed the words of those
early disciples, as they have said, ’’’Te have vritnessed modern miracles of grace wrought in
Christ's name, dicing these days".
It was summer vacation time, Christian young women from
College and the
Methodist Bible School in Seoul, had volunteered t^ give two or more weeks of their short
vacation time for village work. Missionary and Korean workers in the TTonju Rural Center
had made all arrangements and Monday, Aug, 1st found the girls on their way to their
assigned places of work.
Two Bible School girls went to KanJay, that beautiful little village out by the
river. There is no church in KanJay, but Grandr^ther Kim’s house has long been the meeting place for the little Christian group. It is largely through her zeal and faithfulness
that the group Is growing and olans are underway for securing a church building. She had
gathered a large group of Christians to greet the new teachers, and the community at large
rejoiced at their coming, Bach day was a happy, busy one. And the day began early, for
the Christian group asked for an early morning prayer meeting’, which the girls conducted
at dawn. At nine some 50 or 6o children gathered for Vacation Bible School, and each
evening the young women came for Bible and Litert cy classes, T’^en there were home visits,
and so often children and young oeople flocked around to talk and ask questions. For two
weeks the girls gave of themselves so freely to the village oeople and the Impact for
good that was made during those days, no one will ever fully estimate.

Three Rwha College students went to the village of ManChon^e, one of the villages
where t\TO girls had worked during a previous vacation time. Songs that had been set
going durin'» the winter were still echoing in the hearts and lives of the people and how
eagerly did they welcome those who came to teach them more. Classes for children be^an at
nine in the morning and continued far nast the noon hour, and the evenings were riven to
classes for iiajung women. But hours were never long enough to tell all the stories, teach
all the songs, play all the games and do all the teaching those earer young peonle wanted
to have.

Two Ewha Colleg e graduates asked for work in two villages. First they went to
ChangTangNe, where a little church sat on a hill, it is the center of village life. The
Christian group welcomed them and police authorities thanked them for coming. The
enthusiastic groiip of children who came each morning and the earer group of women who
gathered for evening* classes, challenged these college girls to days of tireless service.
In the second village there was no church or Christian constituency, but the welcome given
them by police and county authorities, the fine cooperation of the school head man, and
the cordiality of the community at large made them feel at home the very first day. It
wasn't long before the class room of 80 children ivas ringing with the song, "Jesus Loves Me"
and the children were eagerly listening to Bible stories. The evening classes for young
women were also well attended and Christian teachings readily »*ecelved.

Missionary and Korean ’^iiral Center workers visited all of these clrls in their
village work, made contacts with the Village people and made definite plans for follow
up work in some places. In three of the four villages, the Rural Center workers went out
for evening services, with projected Bible story oictures. On those lovely summer moonlight evenings those out-door services were well attended and t^ere was real interest
manifest even among non-Christians, as the stories of the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal
Son were pictured and explained,

^en these “Sent Ones” returned to ’Vonju, the Rural Center vrorkers arranged for
a picnic supper meeting ^vith t he group. Seated in a circle on the beautiful lawn near
the M-ssionary home, they ate com on the cob, fresh tomatoes, potato salad, ice cream
and cake, and discussed their experiences and evaluated their work. They talked of
conditions in the villages and the needs of the people. The economic situation had struck
them as most distressing. Life is hard. How can the standards of living be raised, w^en
all ones time and strength and thought is consumed in just making a bare living?

1

Health was another of the topics discussed. The girls had tried to make their
health teaching very practical, but there were problems they did not know how to meet.
There are many health hazards, ”Is there no way to get rid of flies”, one asked, and
then continued, “These country flies won*t brush off, they just stick to the food”.
Mosquitoes are bad and malaria a common summer ailment. Polluted water is another problem in many places. At ChangYangWe, a demented woman insists on throwing sticks and dirt
in the villa f>e spring. The teachers tried to teach them the imnortance of a clean water
supply and to v;ork out plans whereby they could improve their water system. There were so
many red inflamed eyes in ManChonp^Ie, and the teachers saw remarkable imp-movement through
the simple use of an eye wash of salt solution. In regards to personal cleanliness the girls
observed that the people bathe quite often, but the dirty clothes that many wear is a
problem -bo be worked on.
Concerning education, it was found that in villages near coun-ty schools many of
the children attend school for a few years, but in every village there
poor children,
and n»ny adults who cannot read. So Literacy classes were a part of the schedule in
each village. The number of village young people able -fco go to high school is nitifully
”My g-^eat concern is for the education of these bright, ea»»er young neople we find
small,
in the villages,” spoke one of the teachers.

In the matter of religion, situations varied. In general the Christian emphasis
of their program v/as accepted and appreciated. Occasionally some parents threatened and
forbid their children -bo attend the classes, but these cases were not many,
'Then the question of the most blessed experiences of those days in the villa cres,
was mentioned, one of the ^5wha eirls ®noke up quickly, ”The intimate happy times with
those ea'-'er young people is an tmforgettable experience_J‘or me,” Then she -went on to
explain the plan she had made to keep in touch wi-bh them, hoping that through letters and
books, she could continue -to lead and inspire them. Another spoke of the blessed experiences of worship ;vith the Christian group meeting at five each morning, and the g-f'eat
joy they realized in seeing jealousies and hard feelings between individuals and between
neighboring communities, iviped out. To see those opposing parties shake hands and come
together in a fellowship of study and worship, was indeed a happy experience. Some were
impressed with the hospitality and cordialily of the poor village neople, and some

response dven to all their work, how oeople walked such
for the nrivilepte of attendinf? the classes.

raentioried the ea?:er

lonf;

distances

The missionary snoke of the enthusiastic response, at the su'^<restion of or^ranizina
a teen-ape pirls club in one of the villages, and of her joyful anticipation of meeting
with the pirls weekly in their villa'^e. The Agricultural Director of the ’lural Center
spoke of his ^appy contacts with village leaders and the farm -neople. He told of plans
to continue vilia<’e seryices. Seeds of prain, vegetables and flowers from the Center vrill
be sown in more and more villages. Habbits, chickens and poats from the Center will be
distributed and ••'etter farm methods will be taupht and demonstrated in tbeir villa '^es.
The evening closed on a hiph note. The testimony of one of the pirls exoressed
the feelinp of all, when she said, ”My faith has been increased," The village neople
have been helped through their services, but here again, as always, "It is more blessed
to give than to receive," and all who have had a part in this summer nrogram of village
work are finding their cup of joy overflowing.

Sadie Maude Moore
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Christmas Gifts « M'
Though we have always jS tressed the spiritual significance of Chrishnas and endeavored
to have a minimum of gift giving at Christmas, these dear Korean friends seem only too
generosity and their thanks for our Christian
glad for an occasdcn- to e^presjs
service among themr - The carpenter sent us a chicken, two pastors and others have sent
eggs, and other friends sent apples, nuts, etc. My English Bible class students broxight
me a lovely little silk embroidered coin purse, that one of the girls made. One of the
most interesting gifts of the season is the lovely vase Esther received from a friend in
Seoul.
It is made of very heavy metal, lacquered over and inlaid with pearl in a very
dainty and beautiful design. On one side is engraved the words, "Be Born Anew" and the
accompanying note explains that this metal is some of the Japanese artillery that was
stored in Korea to be used in the war. When the Americans entered Korea they took some
of these war trophies and had objects of usefulness and beauty inade of them.
So,
implements of war and destruction were converted and "born anew" into uses signifying
peace and beauty. What a lovely gift for Christmas - the birthday of the Prince of Peace He who came to make all things new and says to all men, "You must be bom again."
Christmas Projects,
Two Ewha College juniom volunteered to spend some weeks of their long winter vacation in
classes for village women and girls in Wonju Di^<trict and it has been my privilege to help
plan and direct their work. They“l)egan in the non-Christian village of ManChongMe, with
The largest building in the village was too
a Christmas service. Sun, evening, Dec. 19th,
small for the people i/dio gathered, so we had an out-door service. The attention, interest
and appreciation of the Christmas songs, pictures and stories was very gratifying. On
visiting the girls a few days after they began work, I found them most enthusiastic.
One said, "With over UO children in our morning classes and as many young women meeting at
night, we are physically tired at the end of the day, but we are tr\ily happy in oirr hearts,
"and again," We planned to have short worship services with o\ir groups, but we have come
to see that abundant living is Christ centered, so whether we teach health, nature study,
family life, social customs or language we find ourselves talking about God and our
relations to Him - seems like we are on a real preaching missions " Another remark was,
"We will miss Christmas in Seoul this year, but we have had those goodtimes often, and till#
is our first opportunity to share Christmas with people like we find here, "and again,
"This work isn^t easy, but it‘s a very valuable experience for us - throu^ these days we
are coming to more and more appreciate the real spirit of Christian missions."

Other events of special significance this Christmastide include Ihe placing of 2 motherless
babies that had been cared for in our Health Center for months. On Fri. Esther took one
baby back to its distant village home, taught the 12 yr, old brother how to prepare the
milk and saw the rejoicing the coming of the baby brought to that home. Then on Christmas
morning the other baby was adopted by a couple >ho were overjoyed to have a baby in their
They gave a love gift of money to help with the Health Center work, and went home
home.
rejoicing-the new baby tied to the new mothers back.

S, Mo Moore
T^onju, Korea - 19^9
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Excerpts from a letter from Mrs. Moneta Troxel Soper after her visit to Pusan, Korea
October 13-14> 1951
Tokyo, Jap&n
October 16, 1951
Dear Friends:

WE GOT TO KOREAl Everybody siad it^couldn’t be done, but we did. I had wondered
how Korea would look tp; jb® after all th’^^ years but I found that I was not passing
judgment on it at all. It was simply home. The brov?n hills of Pusan looked just
about as they did when I saw them in 1925 > and the mushroom cluster of thatched hoiases
on the hillsides looked good to me. Dr. Helen Kim and Chaplain Jaeger met us and
we began to lay out a schediile. In order to justify
being there I had to appear
before the Chaplains' group and speak but I went home with Helen first and then she
came back with me to the Base.
About 20 chaplains were gathered together in a ouonset at the Base.
Chaplain
Bennett gave me 15 minutes in which I tried to tell something of the Korean basic
love of freedom and peace, dwelling on the spiritual side rather than the political.
Helen, #io was with me, liked it. She said, "These Chaplains know all too little about
that side of our character.
It's marvelous for Helen Kim to have this big house which serves as club rooms,
school offices, classrooms and general Ewha Center, besides the headquarters for the
work on the Korean clutviral side. It is a wonderful haven for everybody, Helen and
Chungai have separate rooms with a little wash room attached in an upstairs comer.
Unsook and Emma are in what they call the modem part of the house, a Jaoanese stucco
addition. Downstairs there are three of the 1951 graduates who are heloing in the
school now and being groomed for scholarships in America, Several of the men teachers
occupy the front downstairs rooms. There is one big double room downstairs which
has the Korean heated floor and which is used for dining room, ^ception room, office
and classroom.
When we got back from the Chaplains* group that big room was a circle of beaiitiful Korean dresses with more beautiful Korean faces above them - beautiful to me
an3Tway.
I cannot go into the detail of hovr each girl looked but most of them looked
amazingly well. I should say that Kang Shinwan and Saw Unsook were perhaps the most
frail and worn looking. We were all so happy to |ie together that it was hard to
believe the suffering that lay in the life of each girl and the awful war time conditions under vhich we were gathered. We didn't talk about these much but just
enjoyed each other, I guess they were pretty glad to see any of their old teachers
after these horrible months.
After supper I started in and talked a while just informally. It peally didn't
matter much ?hat anybody said - it was just so wonderful to be together, dertainly
I have never felt a more inspiring spirit of faith and hope for the future than I
flet in that group.
Chaplain Beiihett and Chaplain Jaeger came along about 8 o'clock
with Ned and spent an hour or so. Henry Appenzeller, Charles Sauer, Rev. In Yoikig
Kim (pastor of CBoong Dong church, the remnants of which are being carried on in
Pusan) and Hyungki Lew ha.d arrived a little earlier^^After the whole crowd had
gathered Helen described the new Ewha set-up, her needs and hopes, to which chaplain
Bennett responded very cordially. He took some visiting notables to call on her in
Seoul in 1945 ahd while she had forgotten him he remembered her vei^' well. He said
she was the one person who knew exactly what she wanted to do and how to go about it.
In Japan and everyifhere else in Korea evei^'^one was dazed, but not she I She is still
that way of course. Nobody pulled any tremelo stops but we did have some sort of
teary moments when Helen called for the Ewha song. She said, "This song has already
gone through many wars; it had to be translated into Japanese; we sang it for the
first time restored to Korean, in our Chapel with tears streaming down the faces of
the girls; and now we sing it again in our war-time University.
Helen and I talked every available miniite, in the jeep, while I was dressing,
un to a late bedtime and from early morning. But our time was terribly short. We
had a scant 24 hours and it poured every minute .-«^But by car and by jeep, hopping
in and out and getting wetter and muddier every minute, we did manage to see ouite
a lot.

The good spirits everywhere were unbelievable,

I

suppose it is with everybody

Helen said everybody is simnly delighted to be back at work
as with the Ewha teachers.
Sitting at home, they are bored so, for themselves and everybody, auarellsome.
again.
The water shortage is extreme and Helen said most of the bickering in the houses was
over the water ration. Again she pointed out that nobody is rational or normal in a
situation like this - some touchy, some cocky, some hopelessly depressed, and the
She must have
only remedy is useful work. She herself is certainly ms.gnificent .
her down moments but no one ever seems to see her in them. Nor she says simply,
”If we Koreans have to spend our lives working under war-time conditions, so be it.
We will begin and do the best we can.
When we looked up at the steep hillside not far from Helen's house in Pusan, it
with Ewha University buildings. There are 13 big tents, 3 small ones
plastered
was
and 3 toilets built on four different levels on those high Japanese terraces, supported

She thought she was segregating the music practice by putting
ty white granite walls.
on
the
top
terrace, but I have ny doubts. There are, believe it or
the music tents
not, 6 pianos brought down from Seoul the first of this month. General Van Fleet
telephoned Helen one day and asked if she would like to go to Seoul with him. She
would. He wangled two box cars for her and she brought down the pianos, all the
library books she could find, all the Riverside Church tablet arm chairs that were
still there, considerable la.boratory equipment, and it is all installed in Ewha
The library is on the next terrace and it is quite the best furnished
l&iiversity.
spot around, with packing cases ma.de into shelves and the Riverside Church tablet
armchairs for study.
Helen managed to get limber enough to build real huts; they have dirt floors
and tent roofs. They are far more substantial than most of the school buildings.
They have not been able to provide any mats and the girls must bring something for
themselves to sit on. When you look at the hillside you see these four terraces of
new lumber barracks in fairly good formation. There are some private houses among
them. The land is on an alottment from the government and in a relatively good
location.
It is within walking distance from Helen's house and there is a bus line
right at the foot of the hill. It is also a southeast exposure so should be comfortable on all but the rainy days. Even then the drainage is better than most
On the lowest level by the road there is one big barracks which has been
sites.
built for dormitoiy, dining room and sort of student union. They have a little
shop frontage in one corner and the girls hope to make food and other things to
sell.
Chungoak is to be in charge of the venture and about 40 girls can sleep on
the floor there. She is to have a little hut house behind it where she can have
her two children with her. In front there is enough level space to accommodate a
stand-up auditorium chapel for the whole student body. They will just use poles
and a tarpaulin frame.
There are 650 students now of whom only 150 are upperclassmen. Of the 500
freshmen, Helen estimates that about half are indigenous Paaan girls and the other
half from refugee families.
I came away from this whole experience exhilarated instead of depressed, and
I don't believe I'm being unrealistic either.
Christian Courage and Faith are
greater than an^rthing that can happen to us. Love to all of you.
Signed:
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Korea: Operation Heartbreak (see page 8)

Can The Presbyterians
Get Together Again?
By Ralph W. Lloyd
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the Korean Presbyterian Church, the Reverend Zai Hwa Choi, preaches a sermon in ^hat
remains of a bombed sanctuary in a village near Taegu. Korean Christians maintain the faith that God will turn evil into gootl.

The moderator of the General Assembly of

KOREA:
Excerpts from

;
'

Operation Heartbreak

first

reports of Robert

J.

Cadigan and John T. Peters
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North Korean capitol (left) was built on the Presbyterian Mission compound in Pyenj^^anjr. The war all but over, we dreamed
its use as a Christian hospital or seminary. Russian murals on walls of Song Sil Aca»leniy for H«)vs f rig/it ) svmb<dizc
194-5 victory over the Japanese. Retreating UN forces destroyed these and other buildings on compound on December I.
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Missionary

— Chaplain Harold Voelkel speaks

ean prisoners

in

Pyengyang. He contrasts

to IVorth

Kor-

Communism

with

gospel, forthrightly urges seeking Christ and repentance.

Missionary Harry Hill visits wounded South Korean soldiers
in hospital. Hill stayed in Pyengyang until last, arranged before leaving for mission truck to evacuate Christian leaders.

Over 400 were meeting for week of Bible study and prayers of
at Westgate Presbyterian Church
in Pyengyang. Hour later, we learned city would fall to Reds.
thanksgiving for liberation

Conference of churchmen on relief problems was interrupted
by news that Pyengyang could not be held. (Left to right) J.
Talmage, Harry Hill, Fr. Carroll, John Peters, Ed. Adams

were flown south by embassy plane, but once again refugees, fleeing the Communist armies beaded south, had to wait
for hours for turn on barges crossing Taedong River. I.ater the Army cooperated with missionaries in arranging flat-car transportation south from Seoul for Christian leaders and their families who had survived previous “liquidation” by Communists.
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Back

Red armies would soon be there and retake the capital city. We visited the
by the Young Nak Church where Ned Adams (above) spoke a few words of comfort to a

in Seoul, there was a general fear that the

sixty refugee families sheltered

widow preparing a meal

for her grandchildren. Presbyterian field administrator for Korea,

Ned Adams

is

universally loved.

Over 500 families of the Young Nak Presbyterian Church in Seoul lost their homes during summer's fighting. Young Nak
Church takes care of 85 orphans. Babies on left just don’t feel like eating. This doll is the only toy we saw in all Korea.
Back in USA, we read “964 Korean waifs air-lifted to safety.” We pray to God these children were among them.
10
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