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F
or most alumni, their college experience 
includes four years at school, graduation, 
moving on to a vocation, and maybe returning 
to campus for homecomings.

Jim Barth, ’57, had a different plan, using his 
first four years at Bryan as a prelude to a close 
working relationship that has lasted some 55 years. 
And though Jim plans to retire in June 2012, the 
relationship will continue for years to come.

His Bryan history has included time as a student, 
trustee, vice president, operations director, major 
donor officer, and director of planned giving. His 
legacy includes being the father of five alumni and 
the grandfather of a growing number of students and 
alumni. “Last count, I think there are 26 members of 
my extended family who have attended Bryan,” he 
said.

Jim followed his older sister, Mary (Lehnhart, 
’55), to Bryan, where he majored in math and 
minored in extracurricular activities. “I was vice 
president of my class for three of the four years, 
played basketball and was one of the starting five 
all four years, ran track four years and cross country 
one year,” he said. “My claim to fame in track is that 
our high hurdler pulled a hamstring at a meet and 
the coach asked me to run in his place an event I had 
never run. He said I could get a point for our team 
if I just finished, since there were only two other 

runners. About halfway through the race I realized 
the leader and I were step-for-step. When we crossed 
the last hurdle, I laid it on and beat him by about a 
foot and a half.”

During his student years Jim made lifelong 
friends, one of whom became his wife. He and Judy 
King were married Jan. 25, 1959, while he was in the 
Army. After completing his military service in the 
101st Airborne Division, Jim and Judy moved to his 
hometown in Ohio where he went to work for his 
father in the poultry and egg business.

“I worked there for 25 years,” he said. “The 
last year we sold 6 million dozen eggs and about a 
quarter million turkeys, mostly to grocery stores, 
restaurants, and institutions in Ohio.” Some of his 
turkeys found their way to Bryan College and were 
featured in Sunday meals from time to time.

In 1964, Jim and Judy were hosts for the leader 
of a Gospel Messengers team who also happened 
to be a member of the Bryan board of trustees. That 
meeting resulted in an invitation from then-President 
Dr. Theodore C. Mercer for Jim to join the trustees, 
just eight years out of college. “I was so young 
the chairman asked me to chair the student affairs 
committee. I served as chairman of that committee 
for 22 years and still have students from that time 
come up to me and say, ‘I met with you many times 
when I was a student leader on campus.’”
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He served 22 years on the board and resigned in 1986 
to become Bryan’s vice president of administration at the 
invitation of then-President Dr. Kenneth G. Hanna, one of 
his Bryan classmates. Dr. Hanna remembers in his first year 
as president the college was facing a time of unprecedented 
financial challenges. “Jim was on the board, and we needed 
someone with business and administrative experience,” 
he said. “He had a long association with Bryan, and 
sufficient background in business to help us. We needed 
someone who knew Bryan well and was willing to make a 
commitment because we weren’t in a position to offer a big 
salary.”

Later, when the college began downsizing, Jim 
recommended his vice presidential position be eliminated 
and he became director of buildings, grounds, and services. 
It was during this time that he helped develop the plan for 
Bryan’s first campus wide computer network and called it 
BryanNet.

In 1993, Jim moved to the Advancement Department, 
his home for the past 18 years, where he worked with 
major donors before moving into the planned giving 
position he holds.

In this role he has helped hundreds of alumni and 
friends of the college find ways to support the college 
while reducing their tax obligations and increasing current 
income.

He said, “In talking with alumni and friends of 
the college concerning the design of their estates, three 

problems continually arise. First, people do not understand 
the estate design process. The technical language involved 
and the inability of many professionals to communicate in 
layman’s terms tends to make it a very complex process in 
the minds of individuals.  

“Second, many individuals do not have the priorities of 
the planning process in proper perspective. To many, taxes 
and probate are the greatest concerns, sometimes to the 
detriment of inter-personal family relationships. 

“And third, many individuals just never get around to 
planning their estates.

“My goal is to help people better understand the 
process and help them gather the information necessary to 
establish a proper estate plan and to help motivate them to 
‘do it.’

“The result is a document that expresses God’s plan of 
stewardship for their estate. It is designed to transfer the 
estate that God has entrusted to them to their beneficiaries,  
and transfer their estate at the lowest possible cost and with 
the fewest delays.” 

While his employment at the college is nearing an 
end, his connections remain strong. “We have three 
grandchildren at Bryan this year with another 13 
possibilities in the future, and since we live within a mile 
of campus, I know we’ll be around to see them, follow the 
basketball team, and take in many of the great plays and 
concerts at the college” he said. 
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Through him all things were 
made;  without him nothing 

was  made that has been made.
John 1:3

Rev. J. WARD TRESSLER, ’45x, 
of Fremont, Ohio, died Jan. 9, 2011.

RALPH MAYNARD, ’54, 
of Kissimmee, Fla., died July 5, 2011.

SARAH (DAVIS) GIBSON, ’56, 
of Easley, S.C., died Dec. 20, 2010.

GERTRUDE S. LANDIS, ’59, 
of Lancaster, died April 21, 2011.

HAROLD YOUNG, ’61x, 
of Lookout Mountain, Ga., died Nov. 
25, 2010.

Rev. EDWARD WAYNE BROOKS, ’67, 
of Roanoke, Va., died July 14, 2011.

MARVIN DENTON, ’67x, 
of Dayton, Tenn., died Sept. 1, 2011.

PAULETTE (MILLER) BAILEY, ’81x, 
of Palm Bay, Fla., died July 30, 2011.

BENJAMIN JOSEPH OSBURN, ’94x, 
of Pullman, Wash., died June 16, 2011.

With  the Lord
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Earning your Master’s degree can equip you to do your job more effectively, or it can open the doors 
to new opportunities. Bryan’s graduate programs feature learning from seasoned professionals and 
from classmates who bring a wealth of knowledge and experience to create an exhilarating learning 
environment.

The Master’s degree in Business Administration (MBA) prepares graduates for leadership in today’s fast-
paced work arena. Coursework is delivered in an accelerated format, in classrooms or online, allowing 
students to finish in as little as 18 months.

The Master’s degree in Christian Studies (MACS) provides an exceptionally strong biblical foundation for 
increased effectiveness for church and para-church leaders.

For information about Bryan’s Master’s degrees, contact the office of Adult and Graduate Studies at 
423.634.1114 or mba@bryan.edu or macs@bryan.edu.


